THE SECOND PART 
0F 


THE TRIAL OF TRVTH: 


WHEREIN IS SET DOWNE THE 
proper fountaine or foundation of all good 


works,C the fore principal motiues which the Fþis 


rit of God ſo often v{ath inthe ſacred ſcriptures to per ſwade 
ctherevnco: rogither with the contrariery of the doQrine of 
the Church of Rome to the ſame: wherein alſo are ope» 
nednot only the cauſes of all rrue piety and godlt- 
nes, but alſo of all herefie and [dolatry , whichis 
and hath beene amcng Gentiles and lewes, 
and ys likewiſe thatare called 
Chiiſtians, 


By Joux Taxxy: 


He that commendeth himſel{e u not allowed, but whom the 
Lord commendeth, 2,Cor-10.19. 


Whether we be ont of our wit , we art it to God: or whether 
we be in our right minde , we areit untoyou: The 
loue of Chrift conftraineth ys. 2.Cor.5.13.8 14. 


AT OXFORD, 


Printed by Joſeph Barnes, and are to be {olde ia Fleets 
freete at the ſigne of the Turkes head by 
Ionn Barnus, 1603, 


TO THE RIGHT WORSHIPFYL 
Maſter Door R1v es warden of S. Ma- 
ry (olledge of VVincheſter in Oxford com- 


monly called New Colledg e,and tothe refidue of the 
members that are,or bane bin of that ſociety, 


\0® ©, T isatruth generally confe(- 
IC ſed,(Right VYorſhipful & yee the 
L-Aqg reſidue beloved in the Lord ) that 


E 


” © of all feaſtes, that is the moſt 
/=&Y ſumptuous anddainty, which 
'f | wiſedome hath provided for ****5 
her gueſts: the which confiſteth of | now courſes, 
that is, ofthe inſtruQions of faith,of the precepts 
of life, and of the rules of diſcipline and govern- 
ment. The two firſt courſes of this worthy feaſt, 
eſpecially the firſt coſiſting ofthe inſtructions of 
faith,as they haue bin ſcaf5ed 8&ſervedinby the 
Lords moſt skilfull Cookes and fwworne ſervits, 
and alſo as they haue beene attempted robedi- 
ſtempered & even poiſoned by the blacke guard 
of Antichriſts kitchin & the devils ſcullery,l haue 
already fer before the Chriſtian Reader , which 
youchfafeth tobe a gueſt at wiſedomes table;& 
that vnder the taſtof the Right Reverend Father 
in God my vety good Lordethe Biſhop of $aril. 
And now that which wasthenwanring of theſe 
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THE EPI!ISTLE 
cond ſervice,withoutthe ſupply wherofthis feaſt 
might iceme to be ſomwhar ſparing, asfar forth 
as | have becnecredited therewith, I preſent vnto 
the church vnderthe approbation of treRight 
worſhipful M.DoRor Riucs late chiefe overicer 
of our comon mother the Vniverſicy of Oxtord, 
and remaining ſtill a careful Guardian of oneof 
my ſpeciallnurſesthe Colledge of S. Mary of 
Wincheſter in Oxford comoly called New Col- 
ledge. Sir your kinde affection towa:des mee of 
longtime, and your friendly perſwaſtonin mo- 
ving meetopublith to the benefiteof the church 
of Chriſt the firſt part ofmy private labours,and 
youradvicemetby God to thegovernme:t of that 
Colledge,(varothewhichi Fowe more then vato 
any other place ot. perſon whatſoever , _ 
there had my being well,wheras elſewherel ha 

burtmy barebeing, orrather withmy being, my 
being evil:)haue induced meſo farreforthtopre- 
{ume of yourfayour and good will, as thatl am 
bold to-rcqueſt your proteRion forthe ſeconde 
part of. thelemy travailes. and paines.. For my 
hopeis, themorethat God hath adviced youto 
worſhippe,thatthe greater will bee your care to 


further all ſuch meanes as doeconcernc his uy 
Pp 


DEDICATORIE., 
{hip :;&thatyaudoeſteemethis robeyour chie- 
teſt worthip,thaty'ou have receiued ofthe'L.ord 
not only a minde to will, butalſo by reaſon of 
yourplace,hability ro,perfourme many thinges 
thatbelong to theglory of God,:ndtothe gocd 
of his church. Cicero ſaide of Ceſar that his high e- 
ſta:e had nothinggreater,and his nature nothing 
berterthethathe was both able & ready to pre- 
ſerue many. And Plinie ſaid: of Yeſþaſian thatthe 
greatnefſe of his honor had changed nothing in 
him bur this,that now by his adyancementhe was 
made ablz,as before he was williagto dog good 
to many And: Arifleth: hath ſer downthis asa dif 
ferece between a king & atyratzthatthe onc:ce- 
keththe publike,the orber his wn private good. 
Laſtly the Poercoukd ſay, thatthis wasthggreat Hoereges 
and magnificet prerogatiueofpriaceswhichng rye 
day could take from them, toprofireche.miſera- jon 
lc, and roprotectche ſuppliant&e, Now. Chi- = _ 
ſtian magiſtrares know more then theſe heathe. miſe, 
nith perſons did,whichliged without the know- 
ledge ofthe trac Godzeverhattheyarerhe Lords 
Leifetenantes not onely- t9. preſexue-the com- 
modiries of their carthly kingdoms for thegood 
of their ſubie&s,burmuch moxe 30 mainraine & 
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eſtabliſh among them the meanes whereby they 
may bemadepartakers of the kingdome ofhea- 
yen. And verely thisis a great dignity vnto you, 
thar God the full fountaine of all good thinges 
hath made you ariver to water the plantes ofa 
goodly nurſery, and to miniltervntothe al ſuch 
thinges as might further their growth: and a car- 
full Guardian to fence and keepe them from all 
ſuchthingsasmightworke their annoyance:thar 
ſo many good trees might grow vptherein,fit to 
be tranſplanted into many places of this land, & 
to repleniſh che ſame with much fruite. We alſo, 
which haue bin heretofore plantes in yournurſe, 
ric,hope that your river wil flowe forth farre fur- 
ther,and extend it ſelfe even vnto vs, to water vs 
with ſome of yourdroppes,and to bee our fence 
and fortification, that fc fruites of faith & god. 
lines thatgrowe vpon our branches may bee the 
berrer vreſeried and kept, vntill they come to 


*matbirity and fipenes. 

Andnowtocome toyou my foſter brethren, 

as [togither with you expect protection and di- 

rection from oor common head, ſoas a fellowe 

member I ambould topur ou in minde, that 
ll 


breaft, yee deſire 
tbc 


while yee may come to the 


DEDICATORIE. 

hey | theſiacere milke oftheword, thatye may grow 

ca- | thereby,if ye hauetalted how fweete the Lordis, 

and what an honour it ts to be borne of God and 

pes how greats the gainc offaithand godlines, And 

ofa that whtle the yeeres of plenty cotinue,ye follow 

ach | the enſample ofprovidentloſeph, andlay vp in 

-ar- | the ſtore-houſes of yourharrs all manner of {pi- 

all ncual graine,tharwhen yce be catledabroad to 

hat | bethe _ords husbandmen,yce may bee ableto 

tro | fow the Lordesfielde with ptemifulltore of all 

,& {| goodſcede.Verely the haryeſtisgreat, andthe; 

Iſo, | hbourers are fewe: and ye nay well perceive by 

rſ6 | experience your felves, whata labourirrsro 

ur- | bringintotillagethe yntidy foil of one foule, & 

rvs | tocauſcirtoyeeclde bura meaneharveſt: for vn> 

ace | doubredtyin this kindof husbandry eſpeciallic 

od. | istheproverbe beft verihed:Agrear harveſt, and 

the a lictle corne.. Andthereforcalfo-my brethren 

to | whikeyeare ſonecrethe Lords armory, &may 
firteyour ſehies withweapons ofall fortesoffen- 

en, | fuc anddefentive,forniſhyour felvesnowewith 

di- | allmannerofmunition agamſttherime rhiaryce 

we | arctobeſentto any ſpectall kindof ferviceby a+ 

hat | ny ofthe Lordeschiefeſt captaines & comman- 

ire | ders.Yehaucin place of your Honorable Form» 

'be der 
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dertheright reverend Father in God the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, one that hath bin of your owne 
ſociery,a famous and renowned Coronell,vvho 
hath.cueſt couragioully fought the Lordes bat- 
ecls,aud hath fitted for you many notable .w ca- 
pos, whereby yec may be ablenor onely to en- 
counter, butalſo to ſubdue and yanquiſh the enis 
mie: who hathialready called ſome of you,andis 
rcadieto cal other of you alſo, and to place you 
overnomeanebandes.O moſt reverend andre- 
nowhcd Bilſon,thou kaſt beſt deſerved among al 
our companicto hauetheprehemincce,for that 
thy.fyord hath hewen cleane a funder manic. of 
theſtrogeſt & greateſt Pillars 'of the VVeſterne 
Babilon © liftitvp fiil againſt the commoneae- 
mie: andlet.icþeas the boweof ITonathan & as 


..$an.izz, the ſword ofSaule,which never returned empris 


fromthe blood ofthe ſlaine, and from the fatte 
ofthe-migtkic.,. And (o asall the ſheves of Io- 


Gen, 3747+ ſephes brethrendid ſtand about Iofephes ſheite, 


and did obcy{anceyntoit:ſo ſhal al our ſwordes 
ſtoppelawetothy ſword,and ſhal bemarſhallcd 
at thine appointment. | 
Burto turne royou my brethren which arc 
nowe as it were the Loxdes trained fouldiach 
a 
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and-out ofwhoſe companie manie captaines are 
tobe choſen tor the guiding and leading of ma- 
ny ſeverall bandes:ye may behould and looke y- 
pontheenſamples of your owne predeceſlors, 
cvenof ſuchashaue beene of your owne ſociety: 
And withal yee may ſomewhat reſpe&t your pay, 
which nodoubr may bee good here, ifthatyou 
endevour faithfully ro performe your ſervice;but 
eſpecially you may aſſure your ſelues that you 
ſhallreceiue alarge allowance whenye cometo 
appeare before the great Lord ofall hoſtes, and 
the high generallofall armies. Then if yee haue 
fou_htrhe good fight,and kept thefaith, and fi 
piſhed your courſe, there remaineth for you a 
crowne of righteouſnes:andiifthis be given toe: 
very good {ouldier,whata large portionmay e+ 
very captaine expe? 

Buthere by the way I would willinglyputyou 
inminde of this one thing,whichis,thatmany fa- 
mous caprainesand covragious ſouldiers both 
inthe bodelic and ghoſtlic fightes, haue beets 
brought to vreer ruine and decay, by leavingrthe 
purſuite of the vanquiſhedenemie;: and by tur« 
ning too haſtelie & greedelicafterthe pray. Was 
not Hanniballandhis armiemadeweake and ct 
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ſeminateby theſpoiles of Capua, which could 
notbee daunted by a'lthoſe hard laboursthar 

they parientlic endured inpallingoverthevnpaſ. 

ſable Alpes? And how els was the large and am- 

ple Empire of the city of Rome,and of manic 0- 

a ther great kingdoes and coliitries overthrowne? 
p-rdwui- But to omittetheſe great comnianders inbodilie 
ax Ss WAITES , hauc notthe moſt famous captainesin 
warren. ſpirituall ſervices cometo ruine by the ſame 
meanes2What madethe high Prieſtes & Elders 

among thelewes todeſtroy Chriſt,and to treade 

yndet their feete his heavenlic doctrine, but that 

they might retaine the favour of the Romane 
Emperauwr,& ſo might preſcrue their earthlic e« 

ſtate? Anddidnortthe latter Biſhops ofRome 
negledthe true gift of gifts given vntotheir pre- 

; deceſſors by Conſtantines Lord,while they laide 

all theirplortes, howe:they might moſt firmelic 

ſeaſe themſelues and their ſucceſſors ofthe pre- 

rended donation of the Emperour Conſtantine? 

And what made them giue over the carefull ſees 

king of thatglorious 1hheritance that St. Peter 
enioyeth in the higheſtheayens, bur their decpe 
deviſing how they might make the counterfcice 


and forged evidences of St, Peters patrimonieto- 


goe 
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goe forcurrant and good? Andwherofalfo did 
irproceede tharthey clouted and-patched rogi- 
ther,bur with allmanner ofworldly pollecie and 
cunning,ſuch an earthly religion as they nowe 
profeſie,butthatthey ſaw itto bee moſt fitre for 
the better mainteflice oftheir earthly kingdome? 
And wasnotall this moſt (ignificantly ſhadowed 
& drawen out ynto vs Apocal.g. by a ſtarre fal- 
ling from heavento earth, who giuing overthe 
care of heavenly marters,and faſtening his heart 
wholy vppon carthlie, becamethe heade of the 
blacke and darke __—_— of Antichriſt,which 
can agreetonone ſo hitly as rothePapacy, wher- 
ofa Biſhop isthecheiteprince,who isſtilaccoſi- 
ted asamoſtprincipall ſtarreaboue al other by 
many thatthinke {pm co bee the onely 
Chriſtians?And nor oneliethis ſtarreisfallen by 
thismeanes, butalſo Apocal. 12. the dragon's 
ſaid withthis his taile of ambirtion& covetouCſ. 
nesto throw downeve rhe rhird part ofthe ſtats 
ofhcaven, & tocaſt themtothe earch. Which he 
bringeth ropaſſe when hee perſwadeththemto 
vic all valawtull meanesto bring them to rheir 


earthly preferments & commodities,8 alſo whe 


he cauſeththem to giuc overall their former la- 
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THE EPISTLE., 
boures in ſetting forth and promoting the ki ng- 
dome of God that [o they may haue morelea. 
ſurcro ſecke their owne, by neglecting the things 
ia that are Ieſus Chriſts, Wherfore worthy of moſt 


—_— honourable commendation & commemoration 
tothe pr2- 15 that {inceritie that was in Wickelcife & others 
he Goſpel of thoſe times, who went about bare-foote, and 


very meanely cladde,preaching the ioyfull and 
glad tydings of the 6ofpel,thinking itro bea fuk. 
\ kcientreward to have liberty freely ro publiſh 
the ſame , albeit it were without all earthly re- 
watd.Burhere | pray youmiſtake me not : forl 
thinke it no way to bevnlawtul for the miniſters 
of the Goſpelltoenioy temporall poſſeſſions & 
honours: (ſecingtheyare beſt worthic-of thew, 
.thatknow howtovſe'them beft,andare thereby 
made'motecarctilto amed their worke, as they 
perceive their wages tobe amended: ) buttheſe 
things arc ſpokentothis end,that al ſuchas ſecke 
aſter earthly vanitiesby al finiſter meanes,& are 
mayedthzrby to giucover their labours inprea- 
.ching and publiſhing he Goſpell of Chriſt,may 
\be'covicted in their :owneoſciences;8 brought 
'#0 acknowledge -and. to bewaile their wret- 
chedeſtate;and that other allo ſeeing their fall 
i10d e-0 may 
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may thereby bee made more watchfull and 
warie, leaſt they bee taken in the ſame trappe: 
the which thing is ſo much the more caretully to- 
bee obſerued by vsall,ſeeing wee beefallen into 
thoſe times,wherin Chriſt and his Apoſtles haue ; 


. O1ATTLYE 
plaincly forero!d vs, thatthe danger, wherevnto rut.:; 


al hal generally be ſubie&,and particularly ſuch 


as be ofthe Miniltery,is chis,eventheloue ofthe Aro<124 


earth thatſhalldraw away the moſt part of men 
from the loue ofheaven,and thall make many of 
Demas his place and giftes to forſakePaule and 
toembracethis preſent world, and with Iudas co 
ſell Chriſt arid that for amatterof nogreatgaine. 
The faithfull indeede are the tight heires even of 
all the bleſlings of their heavenly father, but yer 
ſo,that they muſt not be their ovyne carvers, bur 
ſeeke for themby ſuch meanes as hee hath ordai- 
ned,being reſolyed to be wholy at his difpolicis, 
anJrto content themſelues with ſuch aportion as 
he beft knoweth to be moſt meete forthem And 
what neede haucthey too greedily to ſeekeafrer 
the temporal and tranſitory goods of this world, 
ſecingtheirportion is fallen vnto themin a very 
2ood ground,and they haue a very goodly heri- 
tage: ſecing God istheir Father,and Chrilt their 
B 3 bros 


THE EPISTLE 


brother,and the holy Ghoſt their comforter, and 
faith their frechold and truth theirtreaſure, and 
godlines their gaine , and goodnes their goods, 
and righteouſnes their riches , & piety their por. 
tion,and the kingdome of God their iaherirace, 
& heaven the haven of their eternall reſt & ble(- 
ſednes, and the graciouspromiſes of the goſpell 
written in their harts the authenricall evidences 
for their title and right vnto theſe and all other 
bleſſings of God. Buttheſe things are ſufficient- 
Iy knowne vnto you, & therfore I ceaſe any far. 
ther to trouble you,moſ2t hartely beſceching the 
moſt bleſſed God foto water youalwiththe ple. 
tifulſtreames of his heavenly graces, that when 
yechaue beene as good trees bearing much fruit 
inthe dry wildernes ofthis barren world, ye may 
be tranſplanted by his gracious hand, and ſctin 
his ccleſtial and heavenly paradiſe. 


Tour VPorſhips moſt aſſured in the Lord, 


Joun Taxny, 


\ 
\ 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 
2, GY F many fſtibling blocks (good Chri- 


ſtian Reader) that are caſt in the way 

by the ſervants of Antichriſt ro keep 
the people that they do not ſfomuch 
as turne their cies to behold, much 
leſle,ſertle their affetios to embrace 
the glorious lighte of the goſpell of 
Chriſt : this is not the leaſt that they 
are not aſhamed to charge,nor only fome principal and ce» 
minent perſons, but generally all the proteſlours thereof 
with an huge ſea of outragious ſins,and a great drought of 

odlines and vertue: yea many points of the moſt holy do- 
ctrine itſelfe they avouch to tende directly rothe corrup- 
tion of good manersin ali ſtates. But to omit their particu- 
lar ſliders raiſed vp againſtparticular perſons,which haue 
bin fully anſweredby others, our ſevere ctlors of Rhemes, Rhem.iac. 
beſide many grievons crimes whichthey avouch to be c&. 7-Math.. | 
mon with vs andalother heretickes, charges particular- {.,; —_ 
ly with ſacriledge againſt God and the prophanation of all 2»/p-Imot 
holy S———_ inceſtuous marriages: and theſe with the ty, 
ether abominatios they would haue the world belecue to rhe ». 
be in ſo high a degree among vs, asthey are likely ro be a- [77,1 bee 
_—_ all ſuch,as are men of inſatiable Gs. Now ifthepul- — 
ling downe of 1dols,and the deſtroying of Idolatry, & the phanc,in- 
removing of the ſuperſtitious warty of creatures; & the << & 
reſtoring of the pure worſhip of one almighty and alluffi- {auabic 6a, 
cient God in ſpirit and truth,according vntothe preſcrip- 
tion of his owne moſt holy word,be ſacriledge, & the pro- 
phanation ofall holy things: and if the aboliſhing of the 
common ſtewes,. and the diſanulling ofthe vow of ſingle: 
like,which was indeed the cauſe of abominable paluiers 
an 


The Fpiftle 
1.Cor. 7-2. and of vnnatural and monſtrous murders, andthe reſticu- 
tion of holy matrimony according vnto the dire coman- 

dement of Go4by the penne of the Apoltle be inceſtuous 
pollutions;andifrheſe and the like make vs men of inſatia- 

ble ſin,then we mult be content to vndergoe this {lander; 

loh*6.48. ſeeing herein we are made but conformable to our Maſter 
Chriſt, who was charged to haue beene in league with the 
Devil, whereas his comming was to deſtroy the workes of 
the devil: and to haue beene a friend to Publicanes & fin- 
ners,being in truth the greateſt enemy to fin that ever was 
borne of fleſh & blood. But what manner of men are theſe 
themſelues , which lay toour charge fo grievous crimes? 
S3Qifimi,, yea what are their moſt holy and moſt godly Fathers the 
pin  Popes,vnto whoſe very becke they owe all obedience?ls it 
c.'6 Plati- NOT recorded by principal men among them,that many of 
na in Rom. t};cm haue beene apoſtatacs from the faith and very mon. 
*4::an,Pa. {ters and miſhapen creatures: ſuch as ſucceedednor Peter 
pa. © infeeding,bur Romulus in manquelling: that they preten- 
, nomn dedrhenameof God andthe ſervice of Chriſt , but vnder 
cipix omne that name wrought all maner of miſchiefe , and did ſervice 
man. ynro Antichriſt. Neither didthis {pirituall contagion ſtay 
Cant ſerm, 11 their greateſt perſonages, but ſpreaditſelfe abroadin al 
13+ ſtates and callings. And no mervaile {ceing the whole 
' _ world docth trameit ſelfe to the likenes and liking of ſuch 
2bomina- As be in greateſt power & authority : eſpecially where the 
_— of yow of obedience without gaine-ſaying , yea without in- 
— quiring whetheritbe lawfullor no, is eſteemed as one of 
the Gotpel che higheſt ſteppes tothe greateſt perteion,VVhereby it 
«Chit. came to paſſe that Romeit ſelfe the chiefe city of this Ems 
pire became the mother cfallabominations , and grew to 

juch ripenes and perfeCtion in fin , that ſhee deſervedthe 

naine of the weſterne Babilon,where the whore of whores 
even 


Mar.11.19. 


tothe Reader. 


everhe great Antichriſt of theſe laſt times ſhould it , who 
was to make drunke allthekings of the earth with the cup 
of his ſpiritual fornications & adulteries. Vnto the which 
place whoſoeuer ſhould haue his recourſe, firſtheſhould 
ſee,and then he ſhould be acquainted with,and the thirde 
time hee himſelfe ſhould becomea wicked perſon . For 
there is liberty ofallother thinges, ſauce only of true pietic Romz 7 
. . . nia cum ik 
and godlines. So outragious and abominable haue beene ccant non 
the enormities of prince & people in this church of Rome lice cle 
that they haue poiſoned after a forte the very aire where fat 
they liued, and haue cauſed thoſe,whoin ſome reſpees, 
were their favorites & friends,thus to haue caſt their own 
dungeintheir owne faces , andto haue daſhedovertheir 
miſhapen features with the blacke cole of cuer/aſting in- 
famy. W berefore ſmall cauſe hath the viperous brood.of 
this venimous generation thus to hifſe againſt vs, and to 
ſpet out their poiſon againſt our perſons : for albeir we bee 
not angels withour ſpot, yet we be not Engliſhmen Jralia- 
nate;that is, Devils incarnate: much leſſe againſt our moſt The holy 
boly and pure doQtine, as if that were the ſeede of all wic- 92frine of 
kednes and (inne. _ rn 
The certainty of our eleQion to erernall life, and the al- charged to 
ſurarce that weare the childre of God, & haue ournames 25M {<< 
written in heaven, which is the moſt forcible inducement kednes and 
of all other tocauſe vs co rcioice inthe Lord, and to walke _ 
as the children of 60d, and to haue our coverlation in hea- The co, 
uen,they accuſe to bethe mother of pride & preſumptis, tary of 
and of carnal fecurity and diſſolutenes of life . VVhar?is it I 
credible that when J continually cal to my remembrance of cleQion 
and ſet before mine cies,that Godto aſſure me, thar hee is —— 
my gracious God and loving father hath created mee,and guherer 
ſultained me from my mothers wombe, & hath preſerved 9! picry & 
C me 5202s, 
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me from theſe and theſe dangers, and hath beſtowed vpon 
metheſe & theſe bleſſings, & hath made thele & theſe his 
creatures to ſerueto my vie that l might the berter ſecue 
him, yea and hath cauſed theſe & vine afffctions to haue 
bcene good and profitable vnto me, is it credible [ ſav that 
the affurance ofthis ſogreat kindnes & loue ſhould breed 
in mine hart vnkindnes to God, and the negleR of his ho- 
nor,& of mine owne good? Either is it crediblethat when 
I continually ca'l ro my remembrance & ſer before mine 
eies,that God,to aſlure me of my reconcuiation vnto him» 
ſelfe and of my recciuing into his fauor,hath reucaled vnto 
mee his ſonne leſus Chriſtthe pledge of his loue andthe 
meanes of my reconciliation , & hath opened vnro me his 
perfe&t obedience tothe whole lawe notfor himſelfe but 
for my righteouſnes , and his invincible patience euen the 
when hedranke ſo deeply of that ſo bitter cup of his pain- 
full paſſion, thatit cauſed him te ſwear water & blood not 
for his owne but for my ſms, when | fay this is revealed by 
God to be done for me by ſo worthy a perſon, who accor- 
dingto his manhood receiued the ſpirit without meaſure, 
and according vnto his godhead was infinite ho'ines,puri- 
ty,andperfeCtion irſelfe , thatſo I might bee aſſuredoflo 
abſolute a righteouſnes, and fo full aſatiſfaQion for all my 
ſins, as might ſtand before the moſt exat iuſtice of God, 
is it credible 1 ſay that the affurance of ſo great kindnes & 
loue ſhould breed vnkindnes in mine hart ,anda careleines 
of embracing and holding faſtſo great mercy, and of con« 
tinuingin ſuch loue? Either is it credible thar when 1 con« 
tinually cal tomv remembrance and ct before minecies, 
thar Godtoaſſure me of mine adoption into the place & 
pumberof his children hath ſcaled me with the ſpirit ofa- 
doption , and bath by himſanRified mine Tg" + 
o 
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with the knowledge ofhis moſt exaQt iuſtice inpuniſhing 
my {ins with ſuch ſeverity vpon my ſucety,that I mightbe 
aſſuredofmine acquittingtrom the ſame , andof his end- 
lefle and vnſpeakeable mercy in ſparing not his own ſonne 
to ſpare me,and of his tviſedome in making his iuſtice,and 
mercy ſoto conſpire togither for my fuller aſſurice of my 
ſalvation wrought thereby; when heereby alſomy iudge- 
ment and affeCtions are ſoreQified and ſancified, that I 
eſteeme toknow nothing bur Jeſus Chriſtand him cruci- 
fied: and accountall other things as loſſes and dong that 
I might win Chriſt,and be found in him,and be made par- 
takerof the fruit ofhis death , and ofthe benefite of his re- 
ſurreRion:is it credable,l ſay, that ſo greatkindnes ſhould 
breed vnkindnes in mine hart,and cauſe meetoprophane 
and to treade vnder foote this holy blood, and to bee grie- 
youfome tothis ſocomforrtable ſpirit? Laſtly is it credible 
that when [ cal to my remembraunce and (ct before mine 
eics that God rocettific mee of his fauour and loue hath 


-opened vnto mee in his worde that greate charterand 


grauntofremiſſion of linnes and of eternalllife in Chriſt 
leſus , andfor my further aſſurauncethereof, hath writ- 
ten bis gracious promiſes as vndoubrted evidences there- 
ofin mine hart,that | mightnomore doubt of my moſta(- 
ſuredobtaining of theſe fo great giftes,then I neede of the 
admitting andallowing of theſe evidences , that hee hath 
ven me toſhew for the ſame, when I come to appeare 
efore the throne of grace: is it , | ſay, credible:that this o 
grcat ſecurity for mine<vetlaſting bleſſednes ſhould with 
craw minehart from the love of my bleſſednes and cauſe 
me to waike in curſed and damnable waies which teadero 
eternal miſerie and woe ?Sure 1 am that the goodlicr our 
temporal poſſeſſions are, & ra berter evidences wehaue 
- to 
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toſhew for the ame, and the kinder our parents were that 
beſtowed chem vpon vs with charge not to paſte thema. 
way in any caſe,the more careful we ſhal be to- keepe the 
ſame,both for theloue of our moſt kinde parents, andalſo 
for our owne welfare and go0d:and(bal the affurance of 
the molt gloriqus inheritance of che kingdome of heaven 
given viſt5me'by mine heavenly father, whole kindenes 
lo much {urpafſeth the kindnes of any earthly pareares, as 
God himſelfe\urpatleth man, make ie careleſle ro keepe 
ſo goodly and glorious an inheritance,$ to performe the 

Mak 6.12. Wil and commandementof mine heavenly father? /7 here 
yorr treaſure u(l(aith our Saviour Chriſt) 2here will your 
bart be alſo. and therforeif this wilnot moue me through 
lyroſet mine hartand affections on heavenly things, that 
1 haue fo good evidence for thern, that they are afluredly 
mine,andrhat [ ſhal vyndoubtedly reapeby them fuch an 
hugeharveſt of vnſpeakablebliſſe,what wil rhen moue & 
perſwade me thetto? yea if hereby am allured & drawen 
vnto ſinne,what is able toinduce me to piety and godlt 
nes? But this argumenthath beene touched in the former 
& 1s moretully handledin the latter partof this treatile:8& 
therfore omitting now to wade further therin; ler vs come 
to exatnin whetherthat other maine pointof rhe Golpel, 
I meane,luſtification by faith without works,be any cauſe 
or provocation toſin,as iris vniuſtly charged by the ene- 
mics of grace, andbythe favourires and patrons.of their 
owne merites.- 

Inthis queſtion of Tuſtification there are theſe three 

pointes to be conſidered:Firft, before our effeual —_ 
-vntothe ſtate of grace,thegreat ſufficiency of our natura 
corruptions to procure wrath,andthe great inſufficiencie 
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be partakers of the I ordesloue. Secondly after our effe- 

Qual calling the great inhability of our faich, repentance, 
loue;and of the reſidue of our works of grace to.meritere- 

miſſion of finnes and eternal glorie. Laſtlyche onely uffi- 

ciency of the obedience: of Chrilt tor the perfe&t accom- 

plithing of this greatand weighty worke of mans redemp- 

tion. When the ſcrypture reacheth that man by originall 

ſinne is wholy corrupt , and that ins ,that &,7zn owr fleſh R-m.zcrt, 
dwelleth no goed thing, the purpole therof isnotto detract Nm. 748. 
from man c mm——_ of good: (tortheſubltance andthe 

naturall powers & workes both of body & foule are good, 

in thatthey are the Lordes creatures and the workeman- 

ſhip of his owne bandes: and the lightof reaſon whereby 

weare taught that there js a God,audthar iultice & equi- 

tic is tobe obſervedin the ordering of our publike & pri- 

vate affaires is alſo. good, and was preſerved by Godinthe 

foule of ran when he fell from God,that therby he mighe 

be directed and guided for the better, managing of al {uch 
hinges as belong tothe preſervation of this preſent life: ) 

and therefore there are yerremaining in man ſince his fal 

ſome things that are naturally and civilly good. Butthere There is 
is nothing remainingin him by nature that is religiouſlie 2othing in 
good: that can prepare & fitte vs tothe. reagicr receaving _— 
of faith & repentance, & further. vs tothe perfortning ot r<ligioully 
any ſuch thing as belongeth co the true worthip & ſervice $296 7 
of God. For the very wiſcaemeaf the fleſh wewmit ic to Sod, Rews,7, 


( and therefore is no friend or furtherer of his ſervice} yea 
it is wot /abiect tothe lawe of God, neither indeede cater. 
Sothar vntill we condemne our owne wiledome of follia, 
we cannot yceldover our {eluesto be guided and ruledby 
the wiſedome of God:and vatill wee wholy renounce ur 
lclucs,we cannot be admned into the Lordes faipily: and 
ET - mo houſs 
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houſhovld;Neither is itto be feared leaſt the regenerate 
man being hghtned by the wordof God to behould &ro 


* condemnehis owne vniverſall corruption , «nd embrace 
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ſalvation only by faith,ſhould therby be induced(as Cam- 
pian avoucheth) to wallow ſtill in the ſtinking and loath- 
ſome lincke of all iniquitic and ſinne,to accuſe narure, ro 
deſpaire of vertue,& ro withdraw himlelte fro the obedi- 
ence of God. Nay the more great & grievous his ſins haue 
beene before his converſion,&the more cl-arely he ſeerh 
and behoulderh the fame, the more they will ſtinke in his 
own noſtrels,& theſooner he wil loath & leave them allo, 
And howſocver he be tempred to recurne with the dogge 
to his vomite,& with the hogge tothe wallowing againe 
in the mire,cither by the remnats of his owne corrupt na» 
ture,or by the inſtigations andenſamp'es of others, yer he 
doth not yeelde himſelfe captive to theſe remprations:but 
caſting his cies backe vpon his former corruptions both 0- 
riginall & aQtual,he doth with David moſt ſeverely com 
demnethem and himſelfe alfo for the ſame,& doth there» 
by ſharpen and increaſe his vnfayned & harty repentice, 
and his fetled purpoſe of amendement of life, as it is to be 
ſeene in the oneand fifticth pſalme. He taketh not liberty 
hereby to offend againe , andto adde vnto the multitude 
of his former corruprtions,bur rather proteſterh with St. 
Peter tothe contrarie: Oh it # ſufficient that we hawe [peut 
the time paſt of our life according unto the laſtes of the cen- 
#iles:Now ſcing that the Lord hath made vs ro behould % 
wabhorre our former rebellios,we muſt reſigne thetime 
of our lifero come wholy to God:Yeathe greaterhath bin 
the number of our former finnes, and the more the Lords 


mercy an ry, theſame,the greatermuſtbbe our care 
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eiful a father,by adding vnto the huge heap of our former 
iniquities. Indeed there haue bin ſome carnallliberrines in 
al ages,who hearingthat the greater our (1ns are,the grea- 
ter is the mercy of Godin pardoning the fame, hauerur- 
nedthe grace of Godinto wantonnes,and haue ſaid;let vs 
continue in ſinne that grace may abound. Bur as tothe vn- 
cleane al thinges are vncleane,yeathe moſt holy andpure 
graceof Godis an occaſion toencreaſle their vncleane & 
impure luſts.ſo tothe __ al thingsarepure,yeathe mul- 
titude & greatnes of their vncleaneſins cauſeth themro 
loath and abhorre them the more,8& to louc him the more 
alſo,chat hath moſt franckly and freely pardoned them all. 
There was(ſaith our Saviourto Simon the Phariſee) a cer- 


taine lender that had two debtonrs, the one owed himgoo. Luk.7.4t. 


pence, andthe other 50.VV hen they had nothing to pay hee 
foreane them bath: which of them therefore telme(laith he) 
will loue him mo#? Simon anſwered and ſaid,1 ſuppoſe,that 
he to whom he forgane mot, And he ſuidunto lis ,thow 
haſt tracy indged.\herby it is evidet that the fairhful,the 
more they percciue the yes of their ſinnes, and how 
much they are endebred and endangered vnto Godjfor 
the bers, withthe great mercy of God in pardo- 
ningthem all, willnot take occaſion thereby ro conremne 
God, & tocaſt themſelues againe intothe like dangerons 
ſinnes, but will loue Godthe more, and rake the greater 
care toteſtific the fame by their duerifull obedience to his. 
commaundements. 

Now concerning the ſecond and thirdpornres thar are 
to be conſidered in this queſtion, ir is moſt true thatihe 
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not ſo much as from temporal death ,or make atonement 
w#to God for him:for it colt more to redeeme ſoules :in to 
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muchthar the San of God himſelfe wat tobecome man, 

Theallin- that heonight gine himſeife a ran ſome for many. An ther. 
ſufficiency , x ; 

ofany © forethe ſcripture diſplaying the inſufficiency ofany thing 

thine that what ſocver that can be giuen by man him lelfc for the {a+ 

* he 21 tisfationof his finnes and forthe redemprion of his foule, 

ſuficiercy giveth preſent teſtimony vntothe moſt ample ſufficiency 

ofthe £ ofthe moſtpretious bloudot Chriſt for the tuil accophh- 

each of . k ; | 

Chritco Ment of that worke. For whatifman could give his houſe 

pertorme full of treaſure? yet wee are not redeemed with corrupt ible 

the woree thinges 4s with aver andgoutd,but with the moſt pretious 

d«wption, blond of Chriſt as of « lambe wndefiled end withow [porte. 

Or whatif he woukdoffer vp in ſacrifice a 1000. rammes, 

Heb,to 4, OF a 1000.bifllockes and goates? 7t « impoſſible that the 

blowdof balleckes and goates ſhonldtake away ſirnes, And 

therfore when'the Apoſtle had avouched by che warrant 

of the Propher,thatthe Lard would not haue burnt oftc. 

ring and{acrifice,northebodiesof ſlaine beaſtes, then he 

giueth teſtimony to the offering ofthe-bedy of Chriſt as 

tothe onely true cxpiatory ſacrifice; Lally what it one 

wouldofter vpto Godtheſpirituall ſacrifices of faith and 

repentance, and of allſuchworkes as are commandedin 

the moral lawe? Surely of theſcallothe Apoltic hath teſti- 

Row.#.3, fied ,that it woes impaſſibletothelavuin-4s much as it was 

weeke by reaſon of our fleſh, to worke out the worke of mis 

redemption,and thertore that God ſent hi owe ſorne in 

the femilitade of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned ſinne in 

the flefb,t hat the righteouſnes of the law might bee fulfilled 

#3 v5,and ſo we made righteous before cod. For our faith, 

repentance,iuſtice,temperance & the reft,are but as bro- 

ken andclipped money, they are to light to weigh inthe 

ballance with our moſt heavie and burdenſome ſins : and 


they areallo but as one tg athoulzd toward the diſcharge 
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of our moſt huge debt, Morcover in the perfourming eve 
of our beſt workes,the fleſh rebelleth againſt the ſpirite, & 
ſoſtaineth their purity and blemiſheth their glory:and our 
ſpiritual and inward man is but renuedin part,fothatwee 
can dono good worke with al our hart,foule, and ſtrength 
in that degree and meaſure as the law requireth : now that 
which wanteth of that which the law requireth,is atranſ- 
greſſion of the law,and therefore ſin: andinne defiling the 
worke,wherein it is , cauſethour very righteouſnes to bee 
as aſtainedcloath, and therefore inthar reſpeR odious to 
God,procuring his wrath , and making vs ſubiettothe 
curſe of the lawe,, and therefore not meriting everlaſting 
glory. Thus are cuen our belt ſacrifices bur as the offering 
vpofthelame and maimed, andrtherefore ofthemſclues 
cannot be,much lefle make vs,acceptable vnto God. And 
thus aretheſe garmentes of ourowne righteouſnes both 
ſtained, & rooſhortallorto couerour nakednes : they may 


be likenedtothe curtalled garmentes of Davids ſervantes *3*=.i9.5 


which made them aſhamed tocome into thekings court, 
and to preſent rhemſelues in his preſence. And verily 
if but one of our acquaintance beeing of ſome good place 
happentoſce vs,when wee haue on a{luttiſh aperne, ora 
fowle ruffe,or ſome baſe and regardleſſe attire, how lquea- 
milh are we,and how do we imagine, that wee haue done 
our {clues ſome greatdiſcredite? Howe much more then 
may we worthely bluſh and be aſhamed to come into the 
preſence of the moſt pure and glorious God , who ſo ex- 
ereamely loatheth and abhorreth all impuritis & vnclean. 
nes, beeing covered with the {lubbered and curralled gar- 
mentsof our owne rightcouſnes? And how ought we to la- 
bour by all meanes poſſible toput of and tolay aſide theſe 
rotten ragges inthe calc of our -——_ _— 
an 
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andlay hold on Chriſt chat we may be found in him , not has 
win? our owne righteouſnes which bythe lawe , but that 
which is by faith in him? eor they are the precious & coſtly 
garmcts of his righteoutnes that are large enough toouer 
our nakednes, be ic neverſogreat : they arealſolo cleare, 
pure, holy , thac they are able to endure the preſence of 
the l1ly of holies, & ro preſent vs pure & holy in his ſight, 
So then the workes of our faith, repentance,andrighte- 
ouſnes cannot preſent vs pure and holy before God , nor 
make ſatisfaction to his iuſticefor our {1ns, nor merite the 
crowne ofeternall glory : but thele ſo greatblcſlings are 
procured for vs by the bloud of Chriſt, and are given vs 
moſt trankely and freely by his mediati»n. Now if a maſter 
ſhal giue vnto his fairhful ſervant an eſtate in a liuing ci- 
ther by copy or leaſe freely without any fine or income, 
wil this kindneſſe make him malepert and ſaucy , roſerar 
naught his maſters commandement , & careles to pay his 
rent and to pertormethat ſuire andſervicethat is required 
at his handes ?- Neither is it credible thar the tairhfull ſer» 
vantes of Godhauing an eſtate in the glorious inheritance 
of thekingdome of heaven molt frankely and treely gran- 
red vnto thEin Chriſt withour, nay,cotrary to their owne 
deſeryings, ſhould thereby rake occaſion to finne againſt 
God,andbecome careles to pertorme their obedience to 
his law,being the rent, luite, and ſervice that is double due 
vnto him. Soneicheris it likely that they well vnderſtan« 
= the guiltines of ſinne to bee fo grear,that ircouldnor 
be done away but by the bloud of Chriit, andthe wrath of 
God againſt {in tobe ſolerled,& his wſtice fo implacable, 
that rather thEtheſins of his own elect thouldeicape vn- 
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ſin, & to receive intotheir boſoms ſuch a venimousſerpEe 
whoſe ſting is ſodigerous, yea almoſt incurable. Wheras 
on the con ary (ide if fin wer fo ſmal a matter that it/mighr 
be done away by holy water,holy bread, pardons, maſles, 
pligrimages,almes,praiers,faſtings,& by other workes of 


Popith do- 


Arines proe 


popiſh penice : & if there were ſorich & prerious a gift of voc2tions 


charity infuſed into the heart of every faithful Chriſtiz,as 
that therby he were able to make Godendebted not only 
to hinvſelfe but to others alſo:then indeede we needednor 
alcogither to make ſo great a matter of comitring fin and 
offending God,ſecing we could ſo many waies make fatis- 
faQtion for the ſame,and make God amendes,and further 
allo make him endetted vnto vs;as herevpo many menare 
bold to treſpaſſe their neighbour , for that cither already 
they are as much or more in their debt and danger,or for 
that they canelſe in timero come eaſily make the amedes 


' fortheir former treſpaſſe.But God can no way be pleafu- 


red by vs,ncither is worſhipped withmens hids,as ifther- 


by any thing were added vnto him, and he madecndetted 


vnto vs forthe ſame. Foras for the workes of our faith, 
repentice and lone, we aretherby more & moreendebred 
vnt© him : for thathe worketh chem in vs by his ſpirit:and 
he is nootherwiſe endebted vnto vs for the ' den bur only 
for that of his owne moſt free and vndeſerved goodnes in 
Chriſt he hath bound himiſelfe by promiſe to giue them a 
reward, Andas for theleaſt ſinthatis, bee it but a deſire ro 
ſteale a ſticke our of thy neighbours hedge , or tocatean 
apple of the forbidden tree,ſecing in doing the ſame either 
we ſet God fo at naught, that we vrterly forget him) & his 
holy commandements(Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbours 
bouſe &c. 8& Curſed u he that comtinaeth not in every / og 
of the law to doe it ) wheras we ought moſt religiouſlic to 
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keepe a conſtant and continual remembrance thereof: Or 
if we remembring the comandemetr of God,& the heavy 
curſe annexedtothe tranſgrefſion of che ſame, yer bleſle 
our ſelues,and promile our felues peace,when God mena« 
ceth warre,and ſo give morecredit ro the ſuygeltions of 
Saran,then tothe facred teſtimonies and oracles of God, 
batkening tothe devilratherthen to God, and preterring 
the devil before God,ſeeingherein as much as in vs lieth, 
werobbe God of his truth andiuſtice,& of his ſoverzigne 
auctority o1cr vs, by refuling him toraigne over vs, and 
making choice of the devil to be ruled by him,taking after 
a ſort the ſcepter out of the Lordes hand and the crowne 
from his head,8& giuing them vnto the Devill: if the Lord 
forthis ſointollerable an indignity ſhould depriue vs vt- 
rerly of his favour and louc,and of all his gracious gittes & 
bleſſinges,and deliver vs cleane over vnto the devill robee 
partakers with him of al miner of curſes & plagues, what 
thould he doe heerein,bur thatin al iuſtice & right is molt 
due vato vs? And how ſhould he hercinferve vs allo, but 
evenaccording vnto our owne choice ? For thelefler the 
commodity or pleaſure is , forthe which weeareſo ſoone 
perſwaded to caſt away God,and to ſet his comandemets 
atnaught,the more manifeſtly is our vile corruption con- 
victed,in that we are ſoquickly hyred toſo wicked a worke 
vpon ſo baſe and meanc wages. And heereof it is that Sa- 

| Giganum muel is bold to cal the triſgreſlion of Saul (in ſparing the 

| apa rr. beſt oftheſheepe & oxen,atthe earneſt motion, as it ſee- 
*. meth,ofthe people,& that to this end,to offer ſacrifice vn 

to God)xebeliiom;tor that therin he did rebel againlt God, 

& ioyne himſelfe rotharnotorious rebell Satan:& not on- 

ly ſo,but he further likeneth it to the moſt odious and abo. 

minablc (in of Idolattic and witchcraft. And verely asthe 

OT TION I witch 
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witch renouncerh God,& giverlrher ſelfe vnto che devil: 
andthe lcolater forſaketh the worthip and {crvice of God, 
and betaketh himſelfe tothe lervice of the Deuill: cuen ſo 
every {inner even in the ſmalleſt and leaſt ſinne , as much 
a5 in himfelfe ljerh.caſterh; away God, and makerh choice 
ofthe dcuil : and therefore if the Lord /houlde'vrterly caſt 
him of for the ſame, 8 deliuer him ouer to that curſed (er- 
pent to haue his part withrhimin his torments & plagues, 
he ſhould do no other ching therin, thErhat which is molt 
juſtly deſerved. And verelic hadnotour allufficient Savior 
made full ſatiſfa&tion by his molt precious bloode for the 
leaſt as wel as for the greateit of the {innes of the ele the- 
ſelues,& had not he procured a pardon for the ſame , they 
woulde haue beene ſo heauy and burdenſome vntothem, 
that they would haue prefied themidowne tothe bottom- 
leſſe pirot hel: Neither would their holy life either paſt or 
to come hauc beene able ro haue di'charged them of the 
burden thereof. For if one,otherwile a very good ſubject, 
andof molt ciuil and vpright converſation, falling intothe 
company of looſe and lewd perſons, by their countell and 
perſwalton do bur ioine withthem in one robbery, -and lo 
commit atreſpaſſe, ifit bee bur againſt one of che Princes 
ſubiects,and but againſt one of the lawes of the common 
wealczit is not his honeſt life paſt, and the keeying ot al the 


reſt ofthe lawes , and the doing good to many of the prin- !t is a thing 


worthy ro 


ces ſubiets,and his duety never ſo well performed betore 2 


tro prince and country,nor yet his harty repentance, & his ned uſtly 
ro be 4 


yOous tome: 


the ſame,but thatlaw muſt proceede againſt him, and ex+ whar an 


ecution muſt be done accordingly, vnlefle a pardo be pro- elncrchl 
B5IKtobe 


cured from the prince: how much moreitone {inagainſt ,0 
the incomprehenſible maieſty of the moit glorious deitic vmoGog? 
D | 


ſincere promiſe of amendment, that can diicharge him fro 


3 by 


The Epiſtle 
by rreading vnder foote the leaſt of his commandements 


ſhal the ſentence ofcrernal cor.denation proceede againſt 
him , vnleſſe hee obtainethe torgiueneſſe thereot by the 


1.Sam. 2.25 blood of Chriſt? Foy if ene man ſinne againſt arother . the 


indre may iudee it: but if one ſin agarmſt God, whe ſhall plead 
for him?The wages of ſin({aiththe Apoltle): death. That 


Baf. «9. ſole ( ſaith the prophet) that ſcrnerh, that ſonle ſhalldze. 
ict, eÞ414 What fin is it(ſaith Baſill)that any dare cal light? [ knowe 


not(ſaith Hicrome)whether we may cal any (inne light or 
ſmall,the which is done with the contempt of God, This 
then is our do@trine of iuſtification , that our beſt wotkes 
are ſtainedand ſtand inneed of mercy : and therefore can 
neither merite eternal glory,nor make ſatisfaction ro God 
for the leaſt ofour ſins : and rhatthe lighteſt of our tran(- 
grefſions would haue beene too heauy for vs to beare, yea 
they would haue preſſed vs downe to the bottomleſle pit 
of hel , had not our moſt mercitull Saujour fuccoured vs 
herein,by removing them al ſo graciouſly from vs,and oy 
laying them vpon his owne ſhoulders. Andif this doctrine 
provoke to fin, | know not what can revoke from the ſame, 

But now let vs proceedetothar other part ofthe ſlaun- 
der wherewith all the enemies ofthe goſpel do charge the 
profeſſion thereof , euen with the great penury and want 
of al good workes, For not only the Rhemiſts dotake from 
vs forthe moſt part the ſheepes cloathing;that is,the very 
outwardeſhew of good workes : but alſo the compoler of 
the YY ardword,vpon occaſion of ſome civil bebaviour ac- 
knowledged tobe in ſome of our Recuſants, takgth vpon 
him with the prowd Phariſie not only to advance himſelf 
and his,farre abouc vs bale and vile Publicanes,but alſo he 
woulde haue the worldebelecuc, that ifqueſtion were be- 


eweene themand vs of good works, our chicfeſt captaines 
wou 
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would ſtraightwaies relinquiſh the field, & not bee ſo bold 
as toſtrike one ſtroke, But this is but one of their Thrafo- 
nical brags. For I doubc nor but a meane fou'dierfighting 
vnderthe enſigne of the goſpell of Chriſt may encounter 
herein even their ſtoureſt champions. For it eirher we re- 
ſpect the ſounde doctrine, orthe fincere practiſe of good 
worke3(for good words bring forth good manners not on- 
ly at their birth but alſo in thei growth) it ſhalbe declared 
inthe treatiſe following that the holſome doctrin of good 
workes is moſt foundly delivered by vs and net by them: 
andas for thepratiſe let vs nowe briefly take a truc view 
thereof even inthe fowre cardinal vertues,wiſedome,for- 
titude,temperance, andiuſtice, andletvsina word ſee 
whether we haue juſt cauſe to giue ground vntothem and 
toyeeld backe one foote. 

Concerning wiſedome (which is the Lady and Mif, The pro- 
to all the reſidue of the vertues )not only our doftrine bur ; poco 
our practiſe alſois,that both prieſt and people haue their are no »hic 
dayly reſort to the word of God the full ftountaine & wel- —_ mv 
ſpring of true wiſedome, and meditate thereon day and K Gone 
nighe,rhartheirhars being continually moiſtened with yybetore 
the ſweete droppesthereof,they may be made partakers holy BR 
of her fruits, Andis it not a point of true wiſdome, for one ciſc of all 
that cannorof himſelfe wiſely indge of al thinges, to make "© 
choife of a wiſe inſtruQer & teacher? But the doctrine & 
thepractiſeof thechurch cf Romeis to cauſe the people 
for the moſt parte roreic the daylic reading of the word 
of God,afd therfore what wiſedome cant there be in the? ler.8.9. 
yeaithach not bin required, muchleffe practiled by their 
oo and great Bi/hops tobe much bufiedin the cords 

e it hath beene thought to haue bin inough forcthem 
to haue biaskulfull i cheir portuiſeandintheir —_— 
£ 


The Epifile 
aenzts Trmay ſhameſindeede) the prieſtes of [taly , who rruelie, 


— as it is welknowen, have no not ſo much as once readover 
dit.&fa, the new teſtament:whereas among the | haborites (hat 
_—_— is the Goſpellers ) yee can hardly tude any woman which 
Era(.l.9.ep Cannot aunſ{were both out of the o!de teſtament and the 
ae Nall. new. Anda proveibe wentcurrantin Scotland not ma- 
' nyyeares {inceteitifiengthe blindnes and brutithnes of 
ſomcoftheir great Biſhops: ye axe /:ke the Biſhops of Dan- 

kelaen who knew neither new nor olde lawe ., Now concer- 

ning true Chriſtian courage and manhood, it hath beene 

fo great in many thouſands of the profeſiors ofthe Goſpel 

of Cliriſt,& thateven among ſuch as were of the meaneſt 

trades and occupations,that they haue willingly loſt both 
theirliberties and liucs to giue teſtimony vntorhe truth 

of their moſt holy faith:andthe paucity of the ſeedſmen of 
rebellion that haue bin executed for treaſon againſt their 

prince and country,andfor the defence ofthe viurped iu- 

_ riſdictionoftheRomith Antichriſt,may no way bee com- 
paredand matched with them. Andasfor the exerciſe of 
temperance and chaſtity it is well knowne to the whole 

world, how wereverencethe divine inſtitutio of holy ma- 

trimony andkcepe our ſelues within the bounds of this or- 

dinance ofthe Lord: Wheras among our Romith yoraries 

fimple fornication hath beene accounted no finne; and it 

Si ns caft2 bath beene thought to goe well with them, if they liued 
rame cas charily, though not chaſtly. And howe chaſlily ſome of 
their religious perſons lived among themſclucs , ſome of 

their fiſhpandes haue. ceſtified Cufficiendly: and concer- 

ning thejapecylar oe the rogues of ſuch as lived with 

them hauc witneſſed, that very few.wives in their pariſhes 
wereleft ar the leaſt vnattempted by theſe their ghoſllic 

Fathers ; rhas I may omiure the vowedtrotting on pilgri- 

mage 
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mage by many,that the barren wombe might ſo be made 
fruirfu!l. Laſtly concerning inſtice,equity,conſcience,and 
an vnſpottedand vnblameable life,as it hath beenerepor- 
ted by Reinerius an inquiſitor,and that no doubt vpon ſuf- 
ficient inquiry , of our brethrenthepoore men of Lions, 
that Ginkad a greatihew of godlines , &livediuſtly with 
men,and beleevedal things well concerning God, and all 
the articles of the creede,ſaue only (faith he) that they ha- 
ted & blaſphemed the church of Rome:ſo I doubt not but 


that thelike teſtimony may be you ofal the ſincere pro- 
y the mouth ofthe very c- 


feſlors ofthe Goſpel, and that 
nemy,ifthat he willay aſide blind malice,as Reinerius did, 
and ſimplie and plainely declarethe truth. Atleaſt | ſup- 


pole , his conſcience wil not make vs worſe then thoſe of 


his religious orders;of who it hath bin teſtified long ſince, 
that they haue fallen from conſcience to ſcience, and from 
ſcience tobe bareences. And what conſcience I pray you, 
and what regard to Gods commandements was in thoſe 
that apprehended Thomas Sanpaulinus at Paris vp6 ſul- 
pition ot herefie, forthart he reproved one for ſwearing in 
vaine,andneverleft him vntil they had brought him from 
the cortures of theracke to end his life in fiery torments? 
And yet theſe things are not ſpoken to this end, as if we 
meant to detract alciulcarriage fromall the members of 
the church of Rome : nay , that the Deuill himſelfe may 
hauc his right, we ingenuouſly contefle and acknowledge 
the outrwardexerciſe of many civill 8& politicke vertues in 
many of them,eſpeciallie the moſt profitable works of pic- 
ty liberality and mercy in founding Colledges , Hoſpitals 
and the like . But yet ſo, that if they would take from their 
Faulcons cies the hood of ſelfe-loue and partiality, & look 
into.onc little corner of the Baſle of that Fainefull labourer 
1 
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The Epiſtle 
<q in the Lords vineyard Maſter Dottor VV let, they might 
rov gener, {ee thatthe profeflours of the golpel are nothing behinde 
19.errar, them in thoſe ſo goodiy and glotious workes. Howbeir al- 
"%% thonghwewerenotaltogither matchable with thEin the 
outwarde worke of theſe vertues, for that wee are no way 
matchab!e with them in thoſe great digniries,priviledges, 
offices and honors, and in thoſe large and ainple poſleſſi. 
ons which they enioiedto the ful:yer they may know that 
the poore widdowes miteis as much and more allo with 
Chriſt,then al the large ſummes which were caſt intothe 
treaſury by the Scribes & Phariſies: eſpecially if they were 
giuen as parte of that pray which vnder pretence of long 


praier they got from poore widdowes. And from whence - 


I pray you, did moſt of thoſe greate Donatiues proceede, 
that werecaſt into the treaſurie by our popilh Phariftes?ls 
itnot likelic that they were cither part of that .bootie that 
they gained by the ſale of their Maſſes and pardons: or at 
the leaſt ſome portion of the fleeces which they tooke fro 
the ſheepe for their little and courſe, yea no feeding ar all 
of the flocke of Chriſt? And what then was this, buttorob 
Peter andto pay Paule?or it may be,it was the bringingin 
Fage.s.rs, Of the price of aw whore,yea perhaps of many whores into 
De, 23-18 the temple of God,and the offering vp of the vncleane in 
ſacrifice vnto him, And here by the way | would demande 
alſo of them,whether it be not as good and as proficablea 
worke both to church and commoa-weale to bring vp our 
owne natural children begotten in holy matrimony at our 
owne coſt and charges in ſome honeſt calling, according 
toour habilitie,and caretullic ro provide for them conve* 
nient portions : asto leauelarge ſummesto our baſle chil- 
dren,kinsfolke ,ſervants,or any other whoſocuer, of whoſe 
goodeducation as wee haue not the like care, ſooftheir 


tothe Readey. 


dconverfation we cannot conceiue the like hope?Bur 

yet here, leaſt we be miſtaken, proteſtation is to bee made, 
that as we thinke not that we are borne only for our ſclues 
and for our children,ſo wee teach not any to employ their 
oods to the benefit of themſelues and their childrenon- 
y,bur alſoro the ſeruice of God,Prince,& country,and of 
al other alſo,who are our neighbours, if they may bee ſuc- 
coured and relieved by our meanes. Yea we conſtantly a- 
vouch that the more in wiſedome & diſcretion we implay 
that way,the greater treaſure wee lay vpinthe ſafeſt place 
not onlie roour owne beſt gaine, buralſoto the greateſt 


' commoditic of our children. Andas for thoſe which haue 


nochildren art al, there is no doubt but that the more is re- 
quiredattheir hads to be emploied tothe benefit of other, 
if they wil ſhew their fidelitic tohim , whoſe bailiffes they 
are inal that they poſſeſſe, and bee eſteemed of him as his 
faithful ſervants. Andyer here itis robe remembred,thart 
liberality is but one duty amog many,that are required in 
the commandements of God: it is but one branch among 
manie otheralſo,that are to ſpringout of vs, if we wil bee 
good and fruitfull trees : it is but parte of that ſeruicethar 
we muſt performe vnto God,if we wilbe acknowledged oof 
him for his faithful ſeruants.Neither muſtwe eſteeme him 
to be a good chriſtian,albeir the world like neuer ſo well of 
him,whois a ſwearer,drunkard,or whoremaſter , if ſo bee 
he be a good almes man, and careth not who cateth of his 


Liberali 
no fire V 


meate: asifthis were acloake to couer al faultes,and a ſuf- cloake to 
ficientamends for al ſinnes : for this is buta counterfeit & <2<cfnne 
aſhaddow ofliberality,it is not true liberality indeede. For 
ſheeis notan whore, but a chaſt matrone : ſhee victh nor 
roſorte her {clfe with ſuch baſe companions : ſhee lorterh 
her {elfc only with her princely peeres, andkeepethcom- 

Ek 2 panic 
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paniewith allthe refidue of divine ani heauenly vertues, 
Neither doth her beauty ſo much conliſt in the great glo- 
rie of the outward work that is wrought, as in the readmes 
and willingnes ofthe minde of the gtuer : ſecing n2t many 
rich,noble,% mighty are cſfeually cal cd, but the poore 
baſe & weake of this world which are more glorious with- 
in with ſpiritual graces,then beautihed with the ihew and 
pompe of outward works. And yet whereas God hath de. 


ried mercy tono ſtate or condition, thoſe which are cal- 


ledbeing rich and noble muſt know, that the more that is 
given vntothem,the more ſha! be required at their hands: 
and that they that ſowe ſparingly ſhal reape ſparingly:and 
ſeeing chat Godis ſoliberal and bountiful in all reſpeCtes 
towardes them,they ought co be liberal and bountiful for 
his ſake , eſpecially towards his fincere & faithful ſervants, 
chatſorheir Lord & Maſter may ſay vnto them, goe 7oo yee 
good and faithfull ſervants,ye haue bin faithful.m «little, 
1 wil make you Loydes over much ,enter yee into the toy of the 
Lord. And againe Come yee bleſſed of my f ather inherit the 
kingdome prepared foryou from the beginning of the world: 
for I mas hunery andyee fedde me. Wherfore to conclude, 
it is evident in part by thoſethings which haue bin hither« 
todelivered,that our doAtrineof the Goſpel is no provoca-» 
tion to ſin,andthatour life is not vtterly void of the exer- 
ciſe of all good workes: forthen wee ſhould haue greatly 
provoked the Lordto haue pulled downe the hedge of this 
our vineyard,and to haue remoued his candleſticke our of 
the mid{t of vs-Butblefled be the Lord,the wal of this our 
vincyard {tadeth-as yet, the bright candle of the found do- 
QArine of faith and good works burneth in the candleſticke 
ofthis our Church of England, the which is log ince put 
outinthe Church of Rome:andtherfore bowloever they 
| _ E greatly 
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ereatly boaſtof che workes of light, there can indeede a+ 
bound among them nothing bur rhe v nfruitfu'l workes of 
the kingdome of darknes. The which I beſeech thoſe due- 
lv ro conlider of, who among them belong tothe munber 
of Godselet, rhatſo vnto them in all holy humility and 
godly (incerity raking a due view of the dodrine of hghe, 

god may ſhew ſo much mercy,as to'jghte rhe ezes of rheir 

ſpiricual vnderſtanding, and ſotraniliterhem out of the 

kingdome of darkenes into the kingdome of light .. The 

which thing (l befecch thee Chriſtian Reader ) to helpe 

forward with thy devout and daylie praiers vnto God) cl. 

pecizily that the cidleiticke of this our Church may ſtand 

ſtedfaſt and vnremoved vnto the worides end , that Gods 

elorie may more and more be manifeſted in all the quar- 

ters andcorners of this little Iland , and many children in 

all ſucceeding ages may heere be continually begotten & 

borne vnto God. CHnen, Amen. 


Thine inthe Lord 
loun TERR1E. 


The ſumme of two of the molt p1 incipall 
pointes oftbis {ſecond part contained 
in this {hortprayer. 


Conforme 05,0 Lord,to thy wil: and then wil thou whate 


Joever thau wilt , 212 vs a true tait of the fiveetenes of 


thy loue in Chrift : and then let all other thinges be either 
fwezte or ſowre onto vs , 48 thou ſeeſt it to be beſt for 
ws in thine heavenly wiſedome, 


THE SECOND PART 
of the triall of truth. 


G2 £528 He pearle oftruthis ſo precious,and the 


cn——_ fd treaſure thereot ſo ineſtimable,that God 


himſclfe not only maketh challendge 
2 thereto to be the authorthereof, but al- 
{otakethit voto himſclfe as one of his 
> titles of higheſt honour. For as it 1s bri« 
« & d) ded as a note of infamy inthe forcheade 
f ofthe Devill, that hets a lying ſpirit and 
a ſpirit of errour, yea that hee 1s 4 /yar and 1h 3. 44. 
the father of hes : (o it is un honorable tu]e wherewith Gods name 
is ſanCtificd : Gods trne,andevery man a lyer : and that as nothing —_ 4. 
is more poſſible to manthen to lie, ſonothing is more impoſhble | 1, *þ 4. 
to God, Neitheris it a ſmal dignity vnto our Saviour Chriſt that ,,, 
hes calleFby the name ofrr«1b and hus ſpirit is ſaid to be rhe fþ1= 
ru of truth: and that itisteſtificd of him, that one ofthe principal 
cauſes why he came downe from the father was , that hee mighe 
beare woitnes to the trmth:and why he aſcended againe vpto the Ich. 18.37, 
father,eyen that he might ſend downe his ſpirit vpon his Apo- 
ſNles t9/ead them into alltrath : and by the voice of truth to gather loh.16. 1g. 
to him(elfe a church and congregation, which ſhould be a lover,  _ 
embracer, maintainer, and pillar of tr#tb, For all ſuch as Chriſt ** 33 5 
would haue to be faued, hee would haue them come thereto by 


D. 


I 


1,Tim.2.4- 
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2 THE' TRIAL OF TRYTH. 


be ar open defiance with al other, which wil not yeeld yorotheic 

The orear.. Pierended title, And yet there is but one rra1b & one ſarth, which 

eſt clialen. is the ſure anchor of out hope in God, & the dire way vnto his 

ecrsxare heavenly kingdome,, Neither arethey (eaſed ofthe poſleſſion 

northe  therof,who make the ſtomeſt claime and chalenge thereto, and 

raghteſt . ſeeme tobe moſt earneRt in the defence of the ſame, but rather 

ownels of - 

age 5 ſuch as can ſhew forirthe beſt evidence, 

Theteſti- Nowthe beſt evidece for truth is the teſtimony of God,who is 

muy of onely true,and cannot lic,who cannot erre & be deceiued hin 

9a ſelte,or in any wiſe deceive others. And this1s acknowledyed by 

ence for All:as it may appeare by the pretence made by the autors and ins 

tink, ventors of every devotion; who haue fained either conterence 

with ſome God or goddeſle , cr ſomerevyelation from ſome di. 

vine power to get the greater credit totheir profeſſion, So dealt 

Num3 among the Romans, Licurgusamog the Lacedemonians, 

and Solon among the Athenians, [ he erw4615 that GBY who avel. 

r. Tim 6.16. leth in « light that no man cav approach vnto, waom no man hath 

{ccnenorcan ſec, whoſe yoice is ſoternble and glorious that no 

man can heareit and liue, who is onely knowen vnto himſelte, 

and who anely knoweth what is rrurb & what belongerth ta his 

owne worſhppe and ſervice, hath revealed his wil vnto his faith- 

full ſervants,and hath madethem his penmen and ſcribes, and 34 

it were the publike notaries of his heavenly wildome. And thele 

& publike notaries we that be Chriſtians beleeue not to be Solon, 

Lygergus, Numa, Mahomet,or the :ke:but the Prophets Apo» 

The pen- files, and Evangeliftes,cventhe penmen and ſcribes ofthe word 

menof the of God contained in the bookes of the olde and newe teftamer, 

dookes of For asfor thoſe lawgiuers among the heathe, it is acknowledged 

the olde & 14, they were great learned and politicke men,as being trained 

great learned and politicke men,as being train 


reſt ; | ., "wp 
wendy ec vp inthoſe artes and ſciences, which did floriſh in thoſe ages 


the onelie whereinthey lied wherby they were enabled to fet down mas 
fureand ny waty and skilfull rujes for the better managing of bumane af< 


infallble fires. But as for the moſt of our Prophets & Apoſtles they were 
witneſics 
of cruth, 


fmple and :gnorant men, brought vp notin famous places and 
{chooles of icarning,but in meane,poore,and baſe occupations: 
andthereforc the divine knowledge of all heavenly wiſedome, 


whcrewythal they were eadued moſt plentifully,,nuſt needes be 
£X= 
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extraordinarily derived ypon them from God himſelfe the foil. 
taine and wel-ſpring of all wiſedome (ſecing they obtunednot 
the (ame by any wy arie meanes:) and the miraculous gifte of 
tongues beſtowed ypon them, whereby they were enabledin all 
languages to opento all nations the wondertull workes of God, 
could nat proceede but frs him whois the author of all langua- 
gezand tongues:as likewiſe the quicke and ſpeedy prevailing of 
this heavenly doftine,&the ſtrong & cfteRual working th - 
of in the harts of che faithful, which made them yong & old molt 
defiroustorteſtifie their exceeding great Joue tothe fame with 
the ſheading of their deereft blood, doth manifeſtly convince it 
tobe the moſt mighty & powerfull word of the moſt mighty & 
powerful God . Now asthe perſons, from whom the bookes of 
theolde & new teſtament proceeded, & by whotn the doArine 
thereof was ſolouingly embraced, declarerhemto be divine,ſo 
doththe matteralſoin them contained. For where are the defor- 
mities of all iniquicies and finnes ſolinely drawen forth & ſerte 
out intheir coloures,to moneto athrough diſlike and hatred of 
them,andro vnfained repentance and amendement of life, as 
they are deſcribed in theſe divine bookes ? And where elſe may 
we find ſuch a gratious mediator tareconcile vs to God, ſo great 
a price given for the purchaſe ofthe kingdome of heaven,ſo am+ 
ple and full a ſatisfation for the diſcharge of at our finnes,fuch a 
ſoveraigne falve forthe curing of al our maladies, ſuch an efteAu 
al meanestorclieye our diſtreſled conſciences, and to ſecure ys 
of the loue and favour of God ,'as arc offered ynto vs in the holie 
ſcriptures? And wheras the penmen of theſe holy bookes lived 
i hverſe ages & countries,doth not the perfeft coſent & agree- 
ment of their precepts and inſtrutions manifeſtly declare by 
whom they were direted,even by him whois alwaies one, and 
the ſame, never differing or diſagreeing fronyhimſelfe? So doth 
ns accompliſhment of lo many ſtrange prediftions fore- 
tolde {ſo many ages before they cam? to paſle,cvidently covince, 


that theſe books proceeded fro him, vnto wh6 only wete known 
al his own decrees & works before the foiidati6 of the world was Veritas do, 
hide. Laſtly the perfeR purity & holines of all points of faith ſet c<ndo ſua- 
denninthyſebeokerSuckerablolme oquiy &rightooulugyer "Valle 


all 
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altrhe precepts of piety and godlines therein contained doeth 

lainely dectarealſo,that they proceeded from the holy of ho« 

\napanh from him whoſe wilis the rule of all equity and righte= 

ouſnes. Sothat Moſes the fiſt penman of this holy write mighte 

worthely make this challendge before al the world; What nation 

Deur.4.5. , ſo great that bath laws ſoruyghteana,as is all thu law , that 1 ban ſet 
b: fore thee this day. | 

Holy do- - Neither yet doth the holines only of the doQtrine contained 

Arine ſin- in theſe holy bookes declarethat they proceeded from the holie 


cerely em- of holies,but alſo that holinesthat is wrought in the harts & c6»- 


ay won * ſciences of all theſincereembracers therof, albeit they were be« 
hy fore moſt impure and vnlioly. Andthercforethe Apoſtle Saine 
an holyc6- Paule,when among the Connthians ſome called his doArine in 
verſation. queſtion whether it was of God, and his Apoſtleſhip whether it 
w_ q vere of Chriſt, appealeth vnto the frait & effeRtherof wroughe 
One: a inthe hartsand conſcience of ſuch as were effeRtually called a» 
faith cinor Mong thera, and conyerted vnrothe fath of Chriſt ; who being 
beſepara- before defiled with fin, odious before God , and thechildren of 
ted from wrath,were by his miniſtery ms wh ſantified, and (o 
RN made the children of God, What (ſaththe Apoſtle ) ſeoke yee as 
"33. yet experieietof Chti Fraking in we,and whether my doArin be 
of him or no, ſeeitig Chriſt thereby was not weake but wrig bey 1m y08, 

working moſt po wetfully your converſion and ſalvation, & c.z, 

he leaverh tothe falſe Apoſtles lexters of commendations from 

others, for that they had little or nothing in themſelves worthy 
of iuſt ang duc commendation : but as for my ſelfe' (ſaith he ) yow 

are mine epiſ/le and letters cothmendatory,in that by my miniſtes 

ry yee have received the goſpel! writrenin your harts,wbich & the 

power of God to ſalvativn to alltbat belrene . For albeit the doQrine 

1Cor.1,24 of the crofle of Chriſt be « friwbing blicks rothe Hewe and ai foneſe 
10 tbe Grecian, yet torbims that are called, it is the power of God and the 

wſedome of God,: yea. it is mighty through God caſting downe 
holdes,& btinging vnder every lighthing,and fabduing it vnto- 

the obedience of the faith of Chrilt :ir fabvertech allthe power- 

ofthe kingdome of darknefſe, and enablcth vs to tread Satan 

vnder qur feet. And what may the dauncing oftrees at the ſweer 


wat ofthe harpe'of Orpheus more ficlyreſecble,,'thewebe- 
”_ ; rc aca 
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relenting of mens hearts 43 hard asvake at the divine and heave 
ly in{trutions of wiſedome? And what may better bee ſignificd 
by his bringing ot his wife from hell with his harmony,then the 
drawing of men outof theſlavery of finne,death, and hel by the 
power and efficacy of the word of God?And venly as (ce and 
Caygy/o,that is,the world plaicth the witch, and by the inchaunt» 
ments and ſorceries of her impure and corrupt doArine turneth 
meninto hogges and dogges : ſoon the contrary (ide, the holy 
doArine of Chriſt beeing fincerely embraced vnlooſcth allthe 
inchantments ofthis bewitching world, and turneth hogs, dogs, 
beares and woluesinto men , by cauſing themtolasy alidetheir 
yncleane and brutiſhnatures,and put on the condition of men, 

ea ofmen of God, that is,of ſanRified & holy men, The which 

range and wonderfull metamorphoſis, and turning of menin 
ſhape and nacure,but beaſts in quality & conditio, intothe quae« 
ly and condition of ſanAified men, by the molt mighty opera» 
tion of the worde of Chriſt , was molt plainely foretolde by the 


propher Iſay. The welfe({aith he) ball dwell with the Lambe, and the 12.11.6. 


Leoparde fhalllie with the Kidde, and the Calfe and the Lien,gnd the fats 
Seeft ſhall feede togitber,and « little childe ſpall lead them: aud the Cow 
nd rhe Beare ſpall feede,and their young ener ſpall lhe togither , and the 
Lyon ſhall eats fir aw like the bulloche : tr tbe ſuckwy clulds (ball play wy 
on the bole of the aſpe , andthe weined childs ſhall put bis bande into the 
ceckatrice bole : there foall none hart or defiroy in all the mount of mine 
bolmeſſe : for the earth ſhallbe full of the knowledge of the Lords, as the 
waters cover the ſea. Bebold then the power of the moſt ho- 
ly doarine of God,which altreth ſuch asare ſavage and hurtful, 
as the moſt fierce and yenimous beaſts, and tnaketh the meeke, 
milde, and gentle,devoted tothe maintenance 'of the common 
ſociety,and of the publike bencfite and good ofmankind. And 


hereof itis,that LaRantiusis bold to make this challendge: Gize Lad..li 3. c, 
eve({aith he Jawratbfull man,and a launderer', aud one that ts of yw- 26.dnin. 
nbd ofolicn and with a few words of God I witl make him as mocks "ue 

« : 


4 we agreedy andeovetons pinchpeney , and 1 wil/ n14hg 
My mas rigs rg hoard ery 
fr ande aq wg death and he ſpall preſently conteme the gattowr the 
fire,aud the bull if Phalariy alſo : grue me albidmons and an aduttrrexs 
| F 3 
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Eompanion, thou (halt ſee him fira ghrmans ſober, chat ant continents 
give me 4 crne/(bloodthn ſly per fon ana preſently bu (ury hall bee turned 
milo mercy : give me anvwnnl perfon , an v1wiſe aud « (1ner, and by and 
by bee ſhalibe made inſt, prudent, and innocent : with one waſhmg all bu 
makice ſhalbe cleanſed, Such isthe force of the divine midome, that 
it being once adinitted intothehart of man,it wil at once diſpole 

ſefle folly the mother of all tranſgrefſions. 
Tothe effeRing whereof there is no neede of a fee , bookes, 
Mercede li- or watchings,they are wrought freely , ealily, and ſpeedely, fo 
bris, !uci- that oureares be open, and our harts thirſt atter wiſedome, Let 
brationDy, no man ſtand in doubt:for wee (erre not out toſale the droppes 
of raine or the Sunſhine:the full and plentiful fountaine of God 
lyeth open co all , and this heayenly l:ghr doth riſe to every one 
that hath his eies open to behould rhe ſame. And indeedethe 
word of weake and mortall men is weake and of (mall force and 
vertue: but the doQtrine of the mighty,powerfull, and immorcall 
Heb 4 12, God i mighty in operation and ſharper then any two edged ſword , it 
1.Pet.r 24, Pearceth even into our inward man, and begettethin it an im» 
Plaliy.7. mortalllife, The Law ofthe Lord is perfet and converteththe 
foule:and therfore the divine vertue and power thereof may be 
diſcernedby the divideeffe that is wrought thereby . For as ©» 
vill words breede evitimanners, and corrupt dotrine a corrupt 
converſation,ſo good words bring forth good manners, and ho. 
ly dotrinean holy converſation, Bevvare ( faith our Saviour 
Math.7.45- Chriſt)of falſe Prophets whith come unto you in ſoreper cloathing , but 
inwardly ars ravening welnes yer ſpallknow them by their frantes, ln the 
which words aibeic in the iudgment both of olde and new wri« 


rers,by the fruites,wereby falſe Prophets are to be diſcerned,are 


meant their corrupt opmions and doctrines ( for that opinions & 
ſayings alwel as doings,be they good or badde,arethe effe&s & 
fruitsof good and badde men : J yet for that al{othat dorine 
not delivered to others, but firlt couceaved by our {clues, is not 
the fruite , but the cauſe of faith ; and faith engendred by ſound 
dotrinc engraffeth vs into Chriſt, and ſo maketh vs good trees 
bringing forth good workes as good fruit :and faith proceeding 
fromevil dotrinebringeth forth evill workes,as evil fruit , wee 
ll becontented at thistiung to yuderſtand allo by ——_—_— 
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by falfe prophetsare tobe diſcerned, their evill and vngodly 
workes ; Eſpecially if it bee added that workesare no otherwile 
knowentobe good or badde, then as they agree or diſagree fro 
the prec2pts and rules of good works which are delivercd in the 
canonicall ſcripture , For that is the molt exat canon andrule 
whereby wee mult trie both our faith and our workes, and that 
faith and workes are one!y to be approved, which are agreeable 
and con{onantthereto , And vnleſle wee keepe our (elues moft 
carefully co the triall of thu mdge, wee may ealily bee deceived 

with probabilities and ſhewes. For according vnto the admoni» 
tion of our Saviour ſet downe intheformerrule, falle prophers 
which inwardly are rayening wolves may bee attired in ſheepes 
cloathing,that 1s , may hauc an outward ſhewe both of a ſounde 
faith,and alſo of an holy and godly life . For the Devill is a moſt 
cunning counterfeite,and the skilfulleſt Ape that ever was, He 
can alleage ſcripture and the holy word of God to draw vs from 

that pure doarine of that holy wordtand hee can turne himſelfe 

into an angelof light, and make his miniſters to appeareto bee 

the children of light , and furniſhthem with the outward ſhewe 
ofthe workes of light: yea he can imitate the miraculous workes 

and wonders of God, to perlwade the world that God himſelfe 
by his omnipotent & almighty power doth giue teſtimony yn« 

to his lies, F he which thing ts {o much the more carefully to bee 
conſidered of vs, for that wee are fallen into theſe latter dates 

wherein experience hath taught vs that to be true, which vyas 


foretolde by Ifidore & Gregory: that is,that the true Church of See M'. 
Chriſt ſhould want the glorious power of working of miracles | > 


before the comming of Antichriſt,that he mightrhe more freely 
and without controlement perſecute her as a baſe abieRi& that 
Antichriſt ſhould come himlelfe not onely with (traunge ſtgnes 
and wondersto gette the greater credit and admiration, but al'o 
with a certaine ſhew of holines,that both the lightnes of theres 
probate might be deteted,that are ſoon? caried away with evce 
ry ſhew,and alſo that the patience and ſtayednes ofthe faithfull 
might be made manifeſt, who will embrace the truth, albeit it be 
not garniſhed with outward ſhewes,and ſette themſelues againſt 
falſhood and lies, although _ be never ſo much beauti , & 

3 —_ 
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adorned with the ſame 

Heercin then is comended ynto ys one ſpeciall point of Chri. 
ie tian wiſedome:that as Chriſt, ho was enducd with the ſpirit of 
. Gn 7, Wiledomeaboue meaſure,iudgeth not according tothe fight of 
the cies,nor reproveth according to the hearing of the eares,bur 
Goed iudgethrightcouſly:& as God himſelfe lookethnot onthe our. 
workes in ward appearance,but bchouldeth che heart, ſo doth the wiſe and 
A. prudent Chriſtian alſo. He iudgeth of the workes of man not ace 
cording vnto the glorious ſhewe of the outward aRtion , but ac. 
workes in- cording vntothe pure ſincerity of the inward intention , ne 
deede, but ther doth hee ſa much reſpe& che worke done, as the manner 
= 2 i wherby it is done. For as the Philoſopher can teach vs, he is not a 
Thar i. che Hſt man that doth iuſt aRions,but he that doth them after aiult 
cauſe ther. MAner:& asthe ſchoolme baue taught,God is not a rewarder of 
ofnorthe nownes, but of adyerbes , that is , God rewardeth not the deedy 
worke it that are barely iuſt,but ſuch asare done iuſtly.For aiult deed per 
ſelte.but formed, but not iuſtly,is a iuſt deede in ſhewe,but notin ſubſtace, 

the miner Now i / .n (abſt b 
ofdoing of Now iult deedes onely in ſhewe and not in ſubſtance may bee 
doing ot it foundein falſe Prophers and ſeducing Heretiques:yea they 1hal 
wakerhit be found inthe Heretiques of theſelaſttimes, who thall haves 
_ Aug. ſhew of godlines, but ſhal deny the power thereof, And verche 
_ L; ſuch as are open offendors & notorious malefaftors can bardly 
cz, | Pperſwadeotherstolike of that dotrine which themſclues pro- 
2. Tim.3.5- feſſe,whatſoever it be;but ſuch as are in outward appearance of 
The ſhewe an holy life and converſation may greatly prevaile and domuch 
of good iſchicfe,ifthat they be teachers of falſhoode andlies,and of er- 
"> —_ ronious and hereticall dorines . Andthis the Devill knoweth 
among Hy. Fight well,and therfore oftetimes maketh his miniſters to ſceme 
pocrires, tobeof an heavenly and Angelical coyerſation , that fo hemay 
Hereriques by this meanes more cafily —_ his diveliſh errours, And 
_— 3. hath not our Saviour tolde vs, that the children of this wor {a are wi- 
enam6o {er ## their geveration thes the children of kgbt? And doth not expe« 
ſound and rienceitſeife teach vs,that they are not onely more painefull & 
fincere induſtriagus compeſſing ſea and land tomake one of their profeſ» 
— fion,bur alſo more beneficial and bountifull, giving away their 

e168, P on afchel 

Mar.23.r5, $90derand treaſures, and robbing themſclues and theirs of cheir 
zx0d.3z,24 molt pretious and coltly lewelsto make a golden calte, or _y 
| othir 
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other the like Idol!? The Apoſtle Saine Paule hath teſtified that 
the Heretiques of thel: laſt times ſhall forbrdde martage avd com- 1,Tim. 4.2, 
maund to abſtame from meate in bypocricy, that ſo they might ſeeme 

yer y .bſtemious and clit, and of amolt ſevere and (traitelife, 

And Chryſoſtome hath witneſſed I\k-wife of them , that they Chiyfoft. 
fþ il] haue a greater thewe ofabſtinence and continency , then in marth, 
ſhall be found among the true Chriſtians. And is it not recorded ©999-49- 
of The very Turkes,that ſuch as are of ther rel:gious orders vſe 
wonderfull auſternty andrigour in pumiſhing their owne bodies, 

that ſo they might leeme gre=t mortifzed me? And did not Baals 

Prieſtes vie tolaunce themfelues vvith knues, yntill they vyere 

goared intheir owne blood? But what doe | ſpeake of rigorous *N<8:19.28 
diſcipline found among Turkes, Heretiques &, [dolators?Were 
there not among the heathen theſelues as notable examples for 
the exerciſe of all manner of civill duties, as ever were found a« 
mong any Chriſtians? Was not Ariſtdes moſt famousfor iuſtice, 
Socrates tor ſobriety, Appius Claudms for fidelity, Fabritius for 
abſtinence,,Sczvola for courage, Cato for ſeverny, Cimonthe 
Athenian for liberaliry? Of whomit is recorded that he tooke a» 
way the moundesand fences from his groundes, that the ſtran- 

er and poore mighttake what fruite they would to refreſh and 

tisfie themſeJues therewithall:befides he prepared alarge ſup- 
per ordinarily,to the which any pooreman might come and re« 
ceiue ſuſtenance:and if he mette any auncient citizen inragged 
and torne attire,he commaunded one or other of his folloyvers 
tochaunge his appare)l with him: and ofhis retimue that accom- 
panied him, ſome carried large ſames of mony,that it they metre 
with any honeſt poore manthey might giue vnto him alt that he 
needed. And yet vvhat vvere all theſe ſo glorious and goodly 
workes,but bare ſhadowes & counterfeites-of vertuous ations, — 
rather then yertuaus ations indeede? Y eawhat were they but _—_ 
deautiful ſinnes? And as for the parties themfelues,fhal we ther- _ beſt 
fore eſteeme them to haue beene good trees;forthat they had workes of 
ſuch an outward ſhew of good fruite > Surely the ſpirit of eruth the vnfaich 
doth teſtifie of vs, that we are all by nature 6rambles,briers cf wild -_ vanda = 
okwes,vntill we be graffedintothe true owe), Nowe it is faiththat gone 


finnes 


doth gratte vs tothe true olive,as infidelity doth breake vs = KC0a11.30 
; Wit 
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—_ fah __ weare nobetter then brambles, briars, and 
ath.o.rs, Wilde olives, And what? Doe wer patber grapes of thornes, & fig pes 
— of briers? Or doth the wilde oliue Goin g Lak 3 ode and dr 
alive? Whertfore all theſe before named {o famons and worthy 
perſonages1n the cies of flcſh & bloud, for al their glorious ſhew 
Ephel 312. of goodly fruite ving without faith zvirbent Chriſt, vunhout God, be« 
ivg alan from the common wealth of Iſreetand from the covenants 
of grace, mult needes vndergoe that heavy but iaſt ſcntence of 
Luke 13. 7. the Lord of the vineyard: Curte downe the vnprofitable trees:for why 
Math.z 10. camber they the grounde ? And againe: Now « the axe larde wntothe 
£ roote of the trees therfore every tree that bringeth not forth good fruite 
MO 13-3 & bewen downe andcaft into the fire. For if I gize al my goods tothe poore, 
4+4 bane not lowe, it profiteth me nothing: that is,if this liberall falt of 
mine proceede not from a ſincere & harty affetion to the good 
of my neighbour, as likeyviſe if this harty affeRion towarde my 
neighbour comenot from 3 fincere loue towardes God, vyhois 
loued for himſelfe,and in whom alſo I love my neighbour,yea if 
this my love towardes God flow not from his loue in Chriſt to« 
wards me,embraced and apprebended by a true andlively faith, 
allthis my relciving ofthe poore cannotreleiue my ſelfe,and all 
this my mercy toward the needy cannot be a meanes to convey 
over vntomethe Lordes mercy, For vnleſle all my goodnes be 
after this nranner derived from God the onely fountaine of all 
goodnes, well it may vnto men ſceme tobe goodaes, yet it ſhall 
not haue his allowance from God, 

Burnow let vsreturne againe vnto our Saviours rule: Bewere 
#f falſe Prophets which come vnto you in ſheeper cloat bing, but inwards 
are revemug wolver:ye ſhall now them by their frunes, 1 ruc teachers, 
which with ther harts fiacerely embrace that holeſome doQtine 
which they profeſſe with their mouthes,togither withtheir faith 
full diſciples and ſchollers, are as trees plantcd in the paradiſc of 
God,and watered with the pure {treames ofthe river ofthe vva- 
ter of life that loweth throughout the paradiſe of God , and fo 
recciving the bleffing of God doe hacks bring forth fruir go 
in truth and ſubſtance,and not in ſhewe onely or ourwar ” 

peaxance:whereas falſe teachers as baſtard plantes ſerled int 


wilgernes ofthis buaren and vatruitful world, and wette with the 
Ve= 
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yenemous drops of theinfefted and deadly puddles of humane 
devices and dreames, doe thereby bring forth fruit ſometimes 
holeſome and good inſhew, but never in ſubltance.For an infe- 
ed founraine cannot yeeld forth holeſome water:neither can a 
corrupt faith bring forth an vncorrupt life. For the mind and vn. 
derſtanding are the leaders and guides vntothe will and the af+ 
fections : and therefore ifthey be miſledde with falſhood & ere 
rour,and wander and goe aſtray in the bye pathes of impiety & 
yngodlines, howe can they diretthe will and aftetions in the 
right way of ww and godlines? Verily vato whomſoever God 
in his iultice hath denied the knowledge of the groundes and 
— of a ſound faith,to them alſo he doth deny the gifc and 
eſſing of an holy lite: ſeeing that ſelfeſame holy doQrine thar 
is the cauſe of an holy faithis alſo the cauſe of an holy life, asitis 
made manifeſt in the fourth motiue. As on the contrary fide vn+ 
to whom God in his mercy hath given the faithful acknowledg- 
ing & embracing ofthe grounds and principles of a ſounde farth 
yndoubtedly ro them hee docth likewiſe graunt the practicall 
knowledge of an holy life. For true faith and ſincere loue,:vhich 
are the mother and nurce of all good workes), are as Hypocrates 
wwinnes borne togirher and living without ſeparation : ſo that 
if one ofthem be - -mes hned, the other receiverh ſtrength alſo, 
and if one ofthem be weakned the other is weakned:they go al- 
wates hand in hand and bee inſeparablecompamions, and never 
breake company : giue entertaimement to the one, & thou mult 
guue entertainment tothe other;ſhut the one of them out of thy 
cres,andthe other will in no wiſe be thy gueſt, nor abide vvit 
thee the leaſt moment of time. For albeit a bare & naked know- 
ledge ofthe grounds of faith may be ſevered from the practiſe of 
a godly life, yer a faichfull embracing and a fincere retoiceing in 
them can never be idle and vnfruitfull, but alwates is accompa+ 


II 


Qui non 


ned with good works, which giue witneſſe vnto the fincerity & (*;chond 
ſoundnes of faith, and do ſufficiently declare the hulinefle of the non credix 
doArine from whence they proceede. Holy doftrine embraced bonum, 


but in ſhewand in hypocriſie may be vnfrurtfull , bur being fin- 
cerely received,it maketh good trees which cannot bee without 
200d fruite , Now then this bemg evident that good workesare 
the infallible gotes of a good faub,ir —_ that asiathe for- 

mcr 
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mer part of this treatiſe we declared that faithto be only ſounde 
and cathoitke, which was agrecable rothe grounds of taith more 
bricfly abridged in the Apoltles Creede, and fet downe more at 
large inthe canonicall ſcripture: ſo now we ſet downe thoſe dt» 
vine rules of an hqly life which are delivered inthe ſame books, 
wherevnto we mult frame all our works, if that wee delireto bee 

a{Jured that they (hall beallowed and approved of God, 
"oe onr The proper cauſe of all good workes delivered vnto vs by the 
owne will ſpirit of God in the canonical ſcriptuce,is areligious reſpeR vnto 
nor the wil the will of God in doing the (ame. For as rebelltous diſobedience 
cada wr; againſt the will and commandement of God maketh an evill 
%. 21..c Workeyſo ſincere obedience maketha good. Even when the will 
Godisthe Of God is the motivetoinduce ysto the performance of all our 
fountaine workes,when they are done in obedicnce vato h.m as the duty 
'ndfoun- and ſervice which he requireth at our handes, yea when they are 
_— done alſo to thrs end and purpoſe,that therein we way lerue him 
workes, According vntohis owne will:then they are, without controver« 
Peccarum fie, his right & acceptable ſervice,and further declarechem, that 
ſt nz, ſo doethe ſame,tabe his loyall and obedient ſervants, For how 
Todoe our ſhal we know a loyall ſubie& to his prince,and a true and truſty 
ano. (rvantto his maſter , butby their care and labour to ſerue and 
bedience Pleaſethem in thei ready obedience. to their willes ang cons. 
cothe will mandements ? even ſo we may ſoone know & diſcerne the loys 
ofGod,to all ſubiees and the faitbfull {crvantstothe great Lord & maſter 
_—_— of ysal, if that al our works are done to ſcrue & pleaſe him &to 
Ferein is a [EW Our coformity to his wil, V pon this ground did our Saviour 
ſure igne Chriſt himſelte iuſt.fhe & make good all his owne proceedings, 
ofa good [cav dee nothing (ſaith hee) of my ſelfe, as | beare 1 mage, and my 
— _— # inſt, becauſe I ſeeks not mme own well, but tbe will of the 
= = father that ſemt mee. So we that are Chriſtians,ifwe defire to haue 
ſervant of Our workes holy and good, wee mul} lcarne by the enſample of 
God. our maſter Chri'tin none of them to ſeeke our owne will, and to 
loh.5.39- walke inour owne waics, but alwaics to haue our cies bent ypon 
him,who hath ſett out vato ys our limites & boundes. The which 
thing if we ſincerely performe,we ſhal be as deare vntoour bleſ« 
Mat 12.50, {ed ſaviour,as if we were his brother or mother: For who ( ſaith he) & 


my brother aud mother? Behould be that doth the will of iay father ___ 
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i in heaven,the ſame is my ter brother and mother, And whom will 


+ he admitte vntothe kingdome of heave? Nor every one (ſaith he) Mar.7.:1. 


that ſanth veto me Lord, Lord, ſhall emer into the king dome of beave but 
bee that doth the will of my father wohich © inheaven, And verely if 
Gods will be deare to vs, we our ſelues ſhall be deare vnto him : if 
we bee c.refull to fulfill his will , he will bee carefull tofulfill our 
will: if we endevyourto pleaſe him, he will endevour to pleaſe vi: 
if we be ready to performe all that is in his hart, he will be readie 
to performe all that is in our hart , yea he will giue vs more then 
wecan with or deſire. The cauſc of our bleſledacs is our commu. The cauſe 
nion with CGod,and our reconciliation vato him by the blood of = blef- 
Chriſt, whereby he is become ourloving father, & hath adopted ono Saah: 
vsintothe number of his children, And true bleſlednes it ſclfe, njon with 
which is heere in this Iife begunne inthe children of God, and God. 
ſhall be made perfe& in the life to come,isnothing elſe but their Truc blet- 
ſanRification by his holy ſpirit, & illuminatis by his holy word, «vngwanty 
and their conformity to God both in their mindes nd vnder- f,rmiy to 
(andings,and alſo in their afteRions and willes, For when Gods Gods will, 
wiſedome is our \Wwiſedome,and Gods will our will, & Gods plea« 
fure our pleaſure, when the faith that God commendeth is our 
faith,and the workes that he commandeth - re our workes, when 
we haue ynfainedly ſought to conforme our ſelues wholy to the 
molt exa&rule ofthe Lords will,& tobe holy as he is holy,then 
doe we ſee asin a mirrour the glory of the Lord with open face, 
and are changedints the ſame Image from glory to glory as by the ſp1- 
rit of God. For as finne is our greateſt wretchedneſle land — TILING 
maketh vs moſt vnlike vnto God the holte of holies, & moſt like Lerh a peo- 
vnto the devillthat uncleane and impure ſpirit:even ſotrueſan- ple mulcra- 
Qiry is our greateſt glory, becauſe ir maketh ys moſt like vnto Þ!c- 
the Lord of glory . Seemg then our workes are right which are 
{quared out by the ſquier of Gods will,feeing our ſeruing of God 
according vnto his ownepleafure is his wellpleafing and accep=- 
table ſervice, yea ſeeing our conformity tothe will of God is our 
greateſt bleſſednes,it is no marvaile that the ſpirit of God, who1s 
of his moſt privy and ſecret counſel! , doth often vrge in direR 
termesthis will of God as a moſt ſtrong and effetual motive and 
inducement,to'perſwade ys thereby vntothe carefull & diligent 
G 2 per 


2.Cor.z.19 


4 
1,Theſc 443+ 
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performance of all good workes . 7 bs tr the wilof Go4( lath the 


Apoltle) even your ſanttrfication: that every one bnove bow to poſſeſſe - 


bis veſſell in belmes and honour , and net intbelaſtes of concupiſcence as 
doe the Gentiles which knowe not God, As it hee had [aide : your tan» 
&ification and your pollefſing of your veſſels in holines and ho 
nour,is the thing that God willeth and commaundc<th;ard ther. 
fore yce ought moſt religiouſly ro embrace the ſame to teſt fie 


1.Thef.516 your obedience to his will, And azaine!'Reteice ever more pray cone 


1.Pcr.4-2, 


Plal.4047+ 


aath.26.39 thereto laying not at [rl but aa then mrlr; wet muy will, bus 1hine fat 


truely, m al thinges gine thankes:for this @ the will of God un Chriſt Its 
ſue towardes you,Yothe Apoſtle St. Perer exhorting them, to wh6 
he wrote, torepentance and amcndement of life,telleth che that 
it is fufficrent,that before they were called tothe knowledge of 
the will of God,they had ſpent the time paſt of theur lite after the 
luftes of the Gentiles:now ( faith he) & much teme 44 remanee'th tor 
vs to lixe in the fleſh ,ve muſt line not after the luſter of men but after the 
will of God. 

And if we would furcher be inſtruted in what workes eſpeci. 
allyicis the will and pleaſure of God to haue vs employed ,they 
arethe workes ofthe morall and not of the ceremoniall |aw, Sa» 
erifice aud offerins{(aith the Prophet ) rthow vyonldef# not bane, but 
wie cares beſt thou optned; Burnt offrngt and ſacrifice for ſin baſt thou 
wot required,then ſaide 1, Loe [ come; In the volume 0! thy books ut ts wrts 
few of me that I (bould dee thy will 6 my God, 1 am content to do vtyea thy 
law #7 in mme here , The which pertorming of the Lords will, rather 
then che offring of many facnifices,being the principal part ofthe 
{ſervice of God,azit wasin ſome meaſure done by David a prin 
cipall man among the Lords ſeryants, anda type and figure of 
our Saviour Chriſt,ſoir was molt perfe Aly performed by our Sa« 
viour himſelte the accompliſhmene of all types and figures,asthe 
Apoſtle teſtifizth Heb.ro. For albeit the curſe and condemnat1/ 
on that was laide vpon him in reſpe&ot our finnes was moſt hea» 
ry and grievous vnto his fleſh, & cauſed him to pray againe & a» 
Rnny ef it be poſſible er this cmppe paſſe from me: yer forthat he 

new full well,that he therefore came into the worlde to drinke 
moſt deepely of this bitter cuppe,& chat by his fathers appoint- 
ment and will,therfore he did moſt willngly ſubmure himleife 


wy 
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fo'filed therein, And ſo haveall the lively members of Chriſt from 
the beginning ofthe world patiently endured the heavy burden 
ofthe croſſe being moved thervnto vpon the ſame reaſon... Whe 
the Lord had revealed to Samuell] his moſt grievous; iudgments 
that he would execute yponthe houſeof Ely forthe moſt out. 
rayious finnes of his lewde ſonnes, howe doth old Elie prepare 
himſelfe topatience? It # the Lorde ( (a.th hee) that hath thus 
ſpoken : ler hrm dee what [eemeth good in big owne eiet even what hee 
himtelfe w.llech, and what pleateth him beſt, So when vvicked 
Adbf..lon had conſpired againſt his owne father David , and had 
forced himto flic out of Ieruſalem the chicfe ſeate and city of hrs 
kingdome, howe is David furniſhed for the patient eaduring of 
this croſle : /f({aith he) /ſbal finde favour in the fight of the Lordhe 
v* ill bring me againe: But if be ſay I bane wo delight in thee let hin dev 
what ſeemerth good m bus awae erer, Likewile lob the patterne of pa» 
ticence when all manaer of loſſes and croſſes came vpon him on 
an heape,» hat was it that moued him ſo patiently to endure the 
all? /N«ked' farth he} came [ ont of my mothers , and naked muſt 
Ireturne thuber ag eme:the Lord giveth andtbe Lord taketh away,bleſ- 
fed be the name of the Lord, By the which enfamples wee haueto 
learne to frame our willes tothe Lordes will, & to conforme our 
aff:ions co hs executions, and ſoro _ out our workes by 
his lawe,if we will hauc our workes good,and our ſervice appro= 
yed,and our ({cluesaccepted as the Lordes faithfull ſervants, 

All inen by nacurc1n che ordering of their lives and vyarkes 
would will:ngly ſcrue themſe{ucs, by following their owne good 
intentesand meaninges,and by walking after their owne es: & 
the traditions of our elders and fathers, and che cuſlo:ne ofthe 
multtude,rnvd the command :mees of great and mighty men,& 
of luch as are ſeated in high dignity and authority doe mightely 
ſway and prevaile with vs, And therfore if we will nor ſuffer our 
ſelues to be miſledde in this matrer ofthe greateſt moment of all 
other, it behovertl-vs to harken moſt caretully to the counſel of 
the wiſe man: Lee cthme eres (ſaith he ) bebould the right , and let thine 
ene lidies dwelt the may before thee: ponder the path of thy ferte , andler 
all thy wares be ordered aright, Turne nat to zhe right band nor tothe lefr, 
bus reframne thy feere from evill; — thele lo weighty matters 
VU 3 that 
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that concerne the glory of God, and the ſalvation ofthine owne 
ſoule,truſt not other mens cics, nor follow thou other mens en« 
ſamples,but looke thou thy (elfe tothine own ſteps:and be thou 
aſſured that thou walke 1n all thoſe waies which the Lorde thy 
God hath commanded theetowalke in, and (ce that thouturne 
not either tothe righthand orcothe left , or walke one ſtep our 
of theſe waies, All of vs with our great grandfather Adam, lince 
he curned out of theright way of Gods commandements, haue 
wandered and gone aſtray in crooked pathes and daungerous 
waies, and doc ff runne on haſtely and ſpeedily therein, vatill 
the Lord of his great mercy doth open our cics, andgiveth ys 
wiſcand adedtiecding barts to behold and to forſake our owne 
errours,and to returne into the waies of his commaundementes, 
The path of the iuſt is ſtraight, for that the Lord doth dire his 
ſteps? by taking from his cies the veile of folly and by giving bim 
miledowme to walke warely and to forſake his own blind = pers 
verſe waies,and towalke in the waies of vaderſtanding & wile+ 
dome. According yntothe moſt holeſome counſell of the Apo» 
{tle Saint Paule given tothe Epheſians: Take heede (faith he) rhat 
yee walks circumſpettly,not as unwiſe but as wiſe , redeeming the tune, 
becanſe the daier are evnll. We we altogither ſo cortupr and evil, & 
ſo is the whole world befides,and wee are yet ſo puffed vp wich 
ſelfeloue, and ſo blinded with our prowsd follies,that we miſtake 
the broad way that leadeth to death, to be the ſtraight way that 
leadeth to lite, and we are growne ſo ſtiffe alſo in our owne moſt 
fooliſh conceipts, that we will not willingly take afy adviſe and 
counſell to the concrary,or ſuffer our ſeluesto be broken of our 
own wils, Therefore we haue great neede to be ſtill remembred 
by the Apoſtle to rake beede that we walks circumfpefily , not as wns 
wiſe,but 4s wiſe redeeming the time,becanſe the dares areevill. And a- 
aine, bee wat vuwiſe (to follow ſtill your own fooliſh braines; but 

e ye carefull ) to vnderffand vohet the will of the Lord is, And ve- 
rely the Lords waics muſt be our waies, and his will muſt bee our 
ſet pricke to aime at in all our workes, ifthat we haue a deſire to 
hic the marke,and obrainethe beſt game. And therfore that this 
will of God might only be reſpeAedofvs, and might moſt effe» 
ually worke1a vs, it hath pleaſed the ſpirit of Godin oP 
crip= 
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ſcripture given by divine inſpirat:onto have ſer downe fowre 
principall- motives for the better effteing thereof; whereof 
two concernethe matter it ſelfe, and two the author of this will, 
For Gods wil is onely to direRt ys in al our workes,, firſt becauſe 
it is holy,uuſt,and perfe:{econdly tor thatitis onely acceptable 
vnto Godt thirdly becauſeit is the wil of him, that onely hath ſo» 
veraigne auRority and power to rule over our confciences and 
foules: fourthly and laſtly forthat it is his wil vnto wh wee owe 
our (clues, and al that we enioy,as having received all from him , 
and vnto whom our whole ſervice is dubble due in reſpeR of his 
infinite and-vnſpeakeable blefſings,moſt frankely and ore 
yer moſt largely and bountifully beſtowed ypon vs. 

Ifthen we wil bee affured to haue our workes good, wee muſt 


haue our cies bent ypon the will of God, & that imuſt moſt care- The 
Godis to 
be reſpe- 
Red of vs 


fully bereſpeed of ys:yeathe holy, good,and perfeRt wil of God 
muſt be the motiue and inducemet ynto vsfor the moſt willing 


+» ww = 


I 
will of 


and ready performing of the ſame, The Apoſtle St, Paule hauing jr doing 
ſette downe inthe former part of his Epiſtle jro the Romans the good 
principles and groundes of our Chriſtian faith,being in the latter workes, for 


partthereof to deliver the doAtrine of good workes, beginnet 
thatm atter after this manner. /beſeech you (ſaith he) by the merci 


h "at K is 
holy good 
& pertect, 


fulnes of God, that you gine vp your bodies a lromg ſacrifice, holy,ef+ accep Rom, 13- 1. 


table unto Ged,which ts your reaſonable ſerving of God, eAnd faſhion not 
12wr ſelues bike unto thu world, but be yee changed by therenewing of your 
minde that ye may prooue what us the good will of God acceptable and per - 
fet.In which wordes we may obſerne theſe two pointes : firſt,in 
what things the ſervice of God confiſteth, not in the ſacrificeing 
vp of vnreaſonable beaſts but in offring vp of our ſelues: ( for thas 
is our 194 ſonable ſerving of God:) ſecondly, who ought to be our di- 
reRers and guides in performing our ſervice due vnto God , not 
the cuſtomes or faſhions of this world, northe intents and divis 
ces of our owne harts, but the good will of God, acceptable, andperfett. 
Wherby we are to learne,that if we wil be the approoved ſervirs 
of God, and haue our ſervice allowed of him,we muſt haue an in- 
tentiue ce tothe Lords will, & make it the rule of a'l our works: 
yea if wee will be citizens with the ſaintes, and of the houſholde 
of God,and fellow ſervants withthe Angelsthemſelues, _ as 
they 


Mar.6,10, 


1.Sam.1F, 
22, 


Rera. 3.5. 
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they ſtand preſt & ready alwaies before God to attend his plea« 


fure,and to performe his wi'l,{o muſt wee alſo walke continually 
before God as in his eies & in his preſence, preſenting our ſelues 
vato hun in our dayly praiers, and till labouring by all meanes 
poſſible 1bar bus will may be done bere by vs on earth , adit ts 1% beavee 
by bis boly Angels, When that kind of ſerving of God by the ſa. 
crificing of beaſts was moſt in force, Samuel ſaid vaco Saule who 
had tranſgreſſed the flat commandement and wil of God to of« 
fer az he pretended, lacrifice ro God : [5 Ged ſowell pieaſed with ſe. 
erifice a4 when the voice of the Lord ts obevea? Beholde to obey us better 
then ſacrifice,and to barken ts better thes the fat of Remwmes It is the 
higheſt degree of wiſedome and goodnes ,of huruſelfe to be able 
to conceiue that which is good : and the ſecond degree is of ſuch 
as knowing their own wants betake themſeluesto be wholy gui- 
ded andruled by thoſe in whom dwelleth wiſedome in al aboii- 
dance. Now perfe&t wiſedomeand goodnes dwelleth only in 
God,his will is moſt holy,jiuſt,and perfe&,yes it is the moſt per. 
feArule of all holinesand of all iuftice , Neither doth God will 
and commande things ſo much,for that they are iuſt lawful, and 
2ood : but ratherthofe things are therefore wſt, lawful, & good, 
forthat they are willed and commanded of God, When vpooce 
caſion ofthis holy and comfortable doArine of the goſpel] (144 
the finmes of the fanbfull dee the more evidently ſer forth the mercy of 
God (briftm that be is of himelfe ſa good and ſo good onto ſuch which 
are fo and ſo vnwortby in themſelues)obieAion was made: If our yn» 
righteouſnesferteth forth the glory of Gods goodnes, then the 
Lord may ſeeme to be vniult in puniſhing ſinne,for that his glo+ 
ry is thereby the more furthered : the Apoſtle anſwereth by an 
exclamation or rather by a deteſtation ſaying, Goaforbed: elſe how 
ſbonld God tndge the world? Secing heis nota iudge afterthe man- 
ner of mortal men, whobcingadvancedto bigh eſtate do many 
times corruptly abuſetheir high authority ; but it is not ſowith 
God. For his being iudge of the world is not by birth,or ele18, 
or (uite,or purchaſe, but by nature, For in that he is God & crea» 
tor of all, hee is iudge of all: and his moſt ypright and vncorrupt 
willis the ſoveraignerule of all On : 8nd this is the ex- 


traordinary prerogative of this bis moſt righteous will , that hee 
cane 
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cannot poſſibly wil or comand any thing that is vniuſt.Sothar if 
be comand the Iſraclitesto borrow of the Acgyptians lewels of filver £x04-3.13 
& lewelr of gold, &1o torob the Acgyptians,they may boldly do 

the ſame, and ktepe thoſe Tewels totheir owne vies' as his lawful 

gifts,& as the pledges of his fatherly loue.1f God comid Levy ro £xod,31.27 
80nſecrate bis bands m blood jt he know not tather,nor mother, bro 

ther,nor friend, but executethe Lords yegeance withoutreſpeRt 

of perſons, he ſhall receive a bleſſing for the ſame, Solikewiſeif 

Abraham be commanded of God to kill holy & innocent 1ſach ©*9*%16 
ba dears and ory ſonne, from whom was to proceed that holy ſeed 

in whom all the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed: if hee but 

intende in all humble obedience to the will and commaunde- 

ment of GOD to performe theſame, G OD will ſo 2pprone 

and hkeof him for it , that hee will in recompence thereof even 

yow and (weare his everlaſting bleſſednes. Nay if the moſt hohe 

but ſecret counſell of God, wherin he hath choſen ſome to eter« 

nall life before they were borne, yea before the foundatis of the 

world was laid,and refuſed other,be called in queſtion and con» 

demned alſoby the corroptreaſon ofmi , yet this isa ſufficient 
inſtification thereof yttered by the Lordes owne mouth : / £xod.33.19 
wil bane mercy on whom I will hane mercy,end 1 will bave compaſſion,on ans x 
whos 1 wil bawe compaſſion. Wherynto our Saviour alſo ſubſcnbeth 1(4u t us 
ſaying; eves ſo O father ; for fowait thy goodpleaſure, Andthe ſame 

pleais made likewiſe by the Apoſtle in the ſame caſe : he will hawe Rom.g, 18, 
mercy ov whom he will bane mercy, aud whom be will be bardeneth, 

But this ſecret wil of God is mainly improued by the Church Not only 
of Rome, yea and flatly condemned of cruelty aud tyranny,Nei- = _ 
ther hath ſhee any betterregard of the revealed will of God ſet [2104 
downe in the ſacred bookes of the canonicall ſcripture./For ſhee yi o4God 
hath preſumed to plucke downe out of the ſeate ofhighelt iudg* is blaſphe- 
ment the booke of God,in that tongue wherin it was penned by moully de» 
the ſpeciall direQion of Gods vn-erring ſpirite , & hath ſetvpin EP <h 
the place thereof a tranſlation made withour any ſpeciall or ex- Frome. 
traordinary revelatis,vnder the pretence of more & greater cor» yolumas 
ruptions crept into theone,theintothe other, Azif the Lord had ſigni. , 
not hadthe ſame care to preſeructhetruthin the bookes penned 
by his owne publike regiſters and notaries, asin thetranſktion 
efſuchan one, whole greatelt praiſe cinot be burthis,to be their 

H fach- 
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faithful diſciple and ſcholler, And as if the Lord had nat had the 


ſame regardeo keepe vnpolli.ted his owne divine and heanenly 
doQcine in the molt pure fountaines and [prings,as in the impure 
ſtreames and rivers, And yet how doth ſhee alſo eſteeme ot the 
wil of God ſet downe by the pen ofhertran{lator? Do not ſome 
of her deare children comparcit toa nole of waxe and to a ſhip» 
mans hole, which may be turned and wreſted every way, and fit 
falſhood as wel as truth?And doth ihee not charge it to bee tha» 
dowed with ſuch obſcurities & ambiguittes,that the truth there. 
by cannot be cleared with out the ight of an [nterpreter,and the 
right faith cannot be found out without the helpe of the Pope & 
his councels?Now is this to honour the Lordes will, and toreve.« 
renceit as holy,pure,and perteA? Werethatto be eſteemed an 
holy, pure, and perfe& will and teltament of an carthly father, 
which is involved with ſuch obſcurities and ambiguities,that the 
children cannot vnderſtid the legacy that is therin bequeathed 
vatothem,noxr yet the ducty that is required at their handes,but 
that they muſt fl fall at variance and ods among themſelues, & 
bercady ſtill ro go ro law one with another, or at the leaſt be dris 
ven continually to ſecke to the lawyers forthe opening and cx» 
proving of their manifold doubts ? May not ſuch a will be ſaid ta 

eatthe leaſt very ynadviſedly pznned, andifit were done of 
ſer purpoſe, very wickedly alfo > Now the will and teſtament of 
our heaucnl yfarher waz of ſet purpoſe pened by the ſpirit of god 
after that yery manner asit is ſet downeinthe bookes of the old 
and new teſtament : and therefore in that the Church of Rome 
doth charge theſe bookes with ſuch obſcurittes and ambiguities, 
that the children of God cannot vaderſtand that heavenly legas 
cie that is bequeathed ynto them therein , nor yer that duty x 
is required at their handes, but that they muſt needes be at vari- 
ance and fall out aboutthe ſame continually, vnleflethey reſorte 
continually vntothe decifion of the Pope, and to the detemmi» 
nation of his 2pproved couaſels tor the diſſolving of all their 
doubts and for checleacir:'g of all thei controverſies; what elſe 
doth ſhee herein but moſt impiouſly charge the moſt holy, pure, 
and perfe& wil and teſtament of oue heavenly father not oaly ro 
haue bin very vradviſcdly , butalſoto hauc bin mot wicker 
| — 
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nnediBur let God be true, and al men harr,as it is written:that the Rom, 3's, 
wig hteſt be wftified in thy wor dr, overcome whe thou art indged. And 
let all the moſt glorious works of the children of pride be vtter» 
ly condemned,tor that they doe them not in moſt humble obe« 
dience to the moſt holy, pure, and perfe will ot God 2: or that 
whichis farre more heinons and 1mpious, for that they are not a« 
ſhamed in their bookes publiſhed in the cies of all men thus to 
defame and ſlanderthat moſt holy, pure, and perfe& will ofthe 
moſt holy,pure,and perfet God, 

The ſecond reaſon, why we ſhould haue ſuch a reſpe tive regard , 
tothe wil of God in doing our works, is for that what is confor» The wil of 
mable to his will,cannot be but well-pleaſing and acceptable to Godis to 
himſelfe. (Þi/dren( faith the Apoſtle) obey your parents m — bee reſpe- 
for that ts well-pleaſing wnto the Lord,Soto Timothy : I exbort ther- _ —_ ſt 
fore that firſt of all praverr, ſupplications interceſſion! aud giving of thaks __ for 
be made for all men, for kings, and for ſuch a4 be in authority , that vvee that it is ac 
wy lead a quiet bife in all godlneſſe and honeſty : for this ts good and ac- ceprable & 
eeptable in the ſight of God owr Savior, Solikewiſe tothe Epheſians: _ 
Yee were once darkyes but nowe yee are light is the Lord, walke as chil- © E of - 
dren of the bght approving that wbith i wellpleaſing vuts the Lard. So ; Tim.z.3, 
alſojthe Apoſtle to the Hebrewes:To ds good, & to diſtribute forget Eph. 5.10, 
wor, for with ſuch ſacrifices Godu wellpleaſed, Now that which God Heb,13.16 
willeth,that no doubt he liketh,and that which he himſelfe com» 
maundeth is aſſuredly wellpleafing and acceptable in his owne 
cies. Foritit beeapleaſuretoa wiſe man when his counſellis 0+ 
beyed,and a griefe and corraſive when it is deſpiſed; & eſteemed 
vaine,and nothin ju : ſoit cannorbe but wellpleaſing vnto 
him,in whom are hud al the treaſures of wiſdome & knowledge, 
when his counſelsare obcied, and he cannot bebut highly off. 
ded , when they aretrodden vnder foote and lightly regarded. 

When blind, blockiſh and fottiſhmen ſhall ſo lightly eſteeme of 
the wiſdome of God which hee hath made manifeſt in his owne 
ordinaces,thatthey ſhalimaginethat they themſclues ciinvent 
a better,or atthe leaſt as good a manner of ſerving of God as hee 
himſelfe hath ordained in his own word, what can be more 001- 
ous and abominable before God? As on the contrary fide when 
men aſcribe that perfeion of wiſdome to the will and comman= 
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denents of Gad , as that they tu''y perſwade themſclues thatin 
themare contained his whole and cnure worſhip andlervice, & 
tieretore dobuſte themſclues molt carctully about the fulfilling 
of che acne, thistheirreſpeR and obedience tothe law of God 
| cannot be bur a molt acceptable ſacrifice yato God, For as wee 
Placta ecannobetter pleaſe the prince, the by being cacrcful to obeythe 
prince princes pleaſure: ſo we cannot better pleaſe God,nor teſtfie our 
loaue better vnto him, then by our carefull keeping of his com» 
[oh.14 15, Mapdements. /fyee lowe me({anth our Saviour Chrilt ) keepe my c0+ 
andai. wandements, And againe:be that hath my commandements & keepeth 
Our fu ghem,the ſame us he that loveth me : and be that loverh me ſoul (be (red 
as 6a 4 ®f my fatber,and I will ive him and (pew my ſelfe vnto bum, And againe 
inour obe. If 427 m14n love me be will keepe my word, and my father will lowe him aud 
dienceto We will come-pnto him and drvell with bim : he that loveth me n#t kerpeth 
his wil ex- not #7 worde,By the which ſo often repetition of one & the ſelfe+ 
rs ſamething,fo cafilyto be conceaved and to be born away atthe 
man, firſt,our Savior Chriſt would haueit throughly ſctledin our harts, 
dementes , that we cannot poſſibly do any thing that can pleaſe him better, 
E when we yeeld himthat ſervice which he himſclfe hath c6+ 
maunded, Now every true and. faithfu]l ſervant of God woulde 
moſt willingly doe vato God that ſervice which is molt accept» 
blevntohim : and therefore hee ought moſ} readilic to addreſle 
himſelfe to the carefull performance of all dutics as are preſcri« 
bed in'the commandements of God.SubieRs & ſervants ought 
toperforme their ciyill daties totheir magiſtrats.and maſters by 
yeelding obedience ta their laiwfull commandemers:but yet be« 
ing ſodone,they are to be eſteemed but civil duties, Bur ifchey 
wil haue them to be religious duties alſo,'thethey muſt performe 
themin obedience not ſo much ynto men as vato God, for that. 
hee hath moſt Rraightly enioyned them to bee ſubiee to thoſe 
Coll.z.24 whom he hath placed overthem. Servants (faith the Apoſtle) be 
" obedient unto them vobich are your maſters according to the fleſb in al 
thinges net with cie ſervice, men pleaſers , but wah ſruglanes of beart , 
fearing God:aud whatſoever yee doe dee it hartelte av to the Lord, & not 
vnro men khnowing that of the Lard yee ſhall recerne the inbern ance: for 
yee ſerue the Lord Chriſt, By CT wee may learne,that ſer» 
Yaats yeeldiog their obedience to their bodely maſters a: the 
COM® 
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comm andement of Chriſt, doe therein ſerue Chrit::and therfore 

howſoever they are hecre oftentimes very ſleaderly rewarded 

by their bodely maſters, they ſhal be ſur2to bee well rewarded 

elſewhere by their mafter Chriſt , Verelyit ought to bee a ſuth- 

cient motiue ynto ysto beexerciſed inthe commandementes of 

God, for that it us the holy and acceptable will of Gedthat we lhould fo 

doe:and yet behould his great and endleſſe goodnes, who appli- 

eth him(clfe to our frailety and weakenes, not onely by promi« 

ſing varo vs all manner ofblefſings both ſpirituall aud temporall 

thereby to allure ys alſototheready performance of thar dutie, 

which thall be ſo liberally rewarded both in this life and in the 7h faith- 
life co come:but alſo by threatning vs withall plagues & puniſh- vm —_—_ 
ments,that ſo he might force and compel vs zothat,the omiſhon 57g why 
and negle@t whereot ſhall inthe end be revenged with ſo great promiſes * 
ſevericy, Whcrein the Lord dealeth with vs as a wiſe and carefuil & thieat« 
father dealeth with his deare childe:who while hee is youngand ** . ade” 
wanterh diſcretion , ſometimes vſeth the terror yea the ſharpe an ws 
blowe ofthe rodde,and ſometimes a figge and an apple and the the bener 
promiſe of 2 gay coate, the better thereby to nurture him and to to ficre 

- of yeeres & diſcreti. em vpro 
on,then he ſeekethto make manifeſt yaro him his fatherly care {15.000 4 
and kindncs towardes him,therby topoſleſle hiay with the loue elaay 
of his dutie:the which thing when it ts once wel perceiucd of the times lutle 
kinde and naturall thilde,Hhen he thinketh that he can never be ynoughs 
careful inough by al meanesto pleaſe ſo careful & kinda father, Tre _ 
he is greatly zrieved wth himſclfe if any waic he offend him,hee rem 
is very much aſhamed of his former child:-ſhacs, in that hee was, heavenly 
teadicrtobee nurtured with arodde and an apple, then withthe (ater and 
dne conſideration of his fathers loue 2, So dealeth with vs the fa. to picaſe 
ther of our ſpirites, ſometimes aſſaying to winne vs. with his pro. _— | 
miſes,and ſometimes to terrific vs with his threates:but when we 14 } = 
are come tothat dilcretio that we are able ſomewhat to diſcerne. te ro ſtir 
that dignity of our high calling in Chriſt , & the great honour of.chem vp 
eur heaven!y and czleſtial adoption,th? nothing doth prevaile co rhe rea+ 
fo much with vs,as the due conſideration and admiration ofthe & 2<ii%- 
Lords great&endlefſe mercies,which hohath already made ma» mee, 
aifclt yatovs... Thenwebegin ndaoehometel our ome wrotkess. 
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childiſhnes,that we ſhould {till Rand in neede either to bee as ie 
wereſtil flattered or chidde,and would moſt willingly perlwade 
our {clues, that onely topleaſe ſo loving and gracious a father 
ought to be a ſufficient motiue of it ſelfe roinduce ys to the care« 
ful performance of al duties. 

And verely the kind and louing child of God , in doing thoſe 
workes which are required at his ay , ſeekech not ſo much 
to pleaſe men,orto profice himſelfe,as heintendethto ſerue and 
pleaſe God by being obedientto his wilt and he reſpeReth al 0. 
ther thinges nootherwiſe,thenit {tandeth with the good likeing 
and wil of God,that he ſhould reſpe and regard the ſame: Hee 
loucth God principally for Gods ſake, & not for his own or anie 
others, to gaine any thing thereby to himſelfe or to any other, 


Bern.lib.de The cauſe (faith an auncient father) of lowing God # God,cy the mee- 
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baptiſm, 
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ſore of lowing bum is without meaſare: God verelie((aith he ) « not loved 
witbext reward,albeit be be to be loved without reſpett to the reward. For 
be loverh God leſſe then hee ſhould , that loxeth any thing beſides GOD, 
Whereforeifin doing good workes we principally reſpeR praiſe 
& commendation among men,and tobe honoured & magaified 
of the multitude for the ſame,or if wee principally regarde enther 
the procuring ofthe Lordes temporall blefſings Am. in this life, 
orthe purchaſing ofcternal glory inthelifeto come, then wee 
ſeruc our ſelues and not the Lord,and loue our ſclues and not the 
Lord. And is he notto be accounted a ſlaue that is forced to his 
duty for feare of the whippe, & an hireling that is drawenthereto 
in reſpeR of his hire? Verely the ſincere ſeryant of Chriſt embras 
ceth godlines forit ſelfe,and honoureth God for his owne ſake. /f 
thou be « (awe (faith Nazianzene) feare the whippe,and if thow bee au 
hirelmg expett thine bire : butgf alſo aboue theſe thou art « ſoune,reve« 
rewce God 44 thy Father: doe well for that it ts an excellent thing to be 6- 
bedient to thy father : and albeit there were nootber thing tobee attamed 
bereefter get this very thing will be a ſufficient reward,to bane done that 
which is well pleaſmy to thy father . I bane applied my minde ( (aith Da» 
vid )tokeepe thy commandements even tothe end. Some thinke((aith Ift- 
dore Clarius (be vrerd that fignifietb[tothe ende],to ;26 jp there- 
werd:Bai((aith he) it & 1 ſervile 4 rbwyg and not wm apropbet 
19 gine delbeg ewce to Gods commandements for the reward aud _— 
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wever [tte fir this acbt:yea ( faith he) we are bennd to ſerne him vonh 
wr whole minde , though bee had decreed to caſt vi dowyre mio bell fire, 
both for that we owe bmn,c for that our whole bife ts ſil ſuſtamed by bins, 
What? muſt we not forſake farher and mother & al other carthe 
ly comfortes whatſoever , if that they hinder vs from followin 
Chriſt? Muſt we not ſacrifice vp to God our deere & only child, 
if hz commaund ys:and not onely ſo,but alſo wiſh our {clues ra- 
therto be accurſed,then God any waies ſhould be diſhonoured? 
Surely we oughttoloue'God abouecall,and therefore aboue our 
ſclues: and wee ouzhttopreferre our peace with God before our 
peace withthe world,and the ſmalleſt meaſure of grace & gods 
lines, before the greateſt Rore of all earthly treaſures. For others 
wiſe when theſe things begin tobe taken fromvs, our zeale to 
Gods ſervice will ſoone bee cooled, asit is ſette forth yntovs in 
the parable of the ſower. For by the ſtony and thorny groundes 
ſuch being repreſented vnto vs that haue buta temporary faith, 
who albeit they reioice truely and vnfainedly in the Lord,& goe 
on cheerefully in his ſervice for a while, yet for that they doe nor 
in ſincerity embrace the word of God,nor loue the Lord forthe 
Lords ſake,but are moued eſpecially vp6 carnal reſpets to make 
profeſſion of the faith of Chriſt:therfore they continue 'not ſted« 
faſt in theirprofeſſion,but being alittle aſſaulted, are ſoone van- 
quiſhed. Wheras the ſound and ſincere ſervants of Chr.ſt being 
repreſented yntovs by the good ground, forthatin al finceritie 
they embrace the word of God,and loue the Lord for the Lords 
fake,they ſtil finding thatinthe Lord & in his word, which doth 
moue them more and moreto cleave therevnto, therefore are 
conltant intheir holy profeſſion,and can never be cleane remo - 
ved from the ſervice of God, For theſe perſons, for that with full 
pon cf hart they cleaue tothe Lord, and inall fincerity ſerue 
im,therefore his favour doth cleane faſt vntothem,and his con= 
ſtant loue and goodnes doth alwaies affilt them & preſervethe 
in his feare, Wheras on the cotrary fide, al ſuch as in their workes 
pretending the Lords (ervice,doe indeede ſecke their owne and 
not the Lords,in the end looſeall their owne and themſelues al- 


ſo,and are molt iuſtly deprived at the laſt of their prereded von 
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Marth,6.r, ofthe Lords ſervice, And ſo our Saviour Chriſt told the hypocrie 
tical Phariſies, who ſeemed to be very rich in al good workes, that 
becauſe their praiersand almes deedes were done to pleaſe me, 
and towine fame and glory tothemſelues, and not tothe Lord, 
therefore they wereto hls fornoreward at the Lords handes, 
AsSt, Paule dothteltifac alſo roche whole nation of the Tewes, 

Rom. 19.3: thar becauſe they did performre the workes of the whole lawe , rather 16 
inflific themſclues thereby then to teſt: fie 1htrr obedience tothe good will 
avdpleaſare of Ged,therfore both themſeiues and alſo their workes 
werereieted of God, Wherefore the Apoſtle tothe Hebrewes 
ia the concluſion ofhis Epiſtle could not with s greater bleſſing 

Heb.13-21- ynto them then this,char rhe Godof peace, which brought againe fr 
thedeed owr Lord leſus Chriſt the great ſheepheardofthe ſorepe by the 
bleed of the everlaſting teſtament, (onlde moke them perfeft in allgeod 
wer kes to doe his will, working in them that which was pleaſant in bu ſight 

through leſwa { brit. is we may learne,that the perfeRion of 
al good workes is thereſpet had tothe wil and pleaſure of God 
in doing the ſame, Wherforeifwe wil be fully aſlured that our 
workes are good and allowed of God,we mul} not therein ſerue 
ourſelues,and ſeeke our owne, by entending either our eſtima» 
tion before men,or our juſtification before God:but in them wee 
mult ſeeke thoſe things which ace Chriſtes,intending,ifnot only 
yet principally at che leaſt, to ſerue & pleaſe him, & toteſhifie our 
obedicceto his wil, What then may we iudge ofal the moſt glo- 
Thechil- rious works ofthe children ofthe Romiſh [ynagogue,which are 
dren _— done principally to iuſtifiethemſelues before God, ro make ſa» 
_ « doe FisfaCtion for their owne fins,to merite for themſelues the king« 
their works dome of heaven, andto releiue the ſoules of their deare freindes 
principally being moſt miſerably tormented in purgatory fire The which 
eoſeruc qyerite of their workes isin ſo great an account withthem, & luch 
i a principall motive toal holy aCtions, that becauſe we deny the 
—_ ir fame,&aſcribe our whole juſtification firſt and laſt onely tothe 
own good, merite of Chriſts death,and to the dignity ot his paſfion:therfore 
andrhere- gchey charge vs to deny good workeg,or at the leaſt great] y to di- 
fore they miniſhthe care and ſludieot doing good workes . Yea ſome of 
eat the haue norbeene aſhamed ro avouch,thar ifwe be vet inſtified by 


Grriccs our good werky y it wero as good topley for wang a towerke fr wang 
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As if to doe good workes, to teftifie our obedience rothe 
good willof GOD, andto ſerue andpleaſe him weroOthin 
of nought, V Vherefore it cannot otherwiſe bee , bt that al 
their good workes, howe glorious in ſhewe ſoevertheybee, 
ſhouid bee diſallowed of God and vtterlyreieted as things of 
noughr, 

The third reafen why in the performing of all good workes we #4 
ought ro haue a ſpeciall reſpe&t cothewill of Ged isforthat hee The will of 
is our only Lord that hath authority torule over our conſcrences, -e I5to 
and ynto whoſe ſupreame and foveraigne will wee owe all tua 4 FE 
ble and dutifull obedience. T hisis one ofthe reaſons chatis al= ;, jj cur 
leadged by God kimſelfe at the promulgation ofhis owne lawe work cs, for 
to procure obedienceto his commandements. / am the Lorde thy thathe is 
Ged,cf6. thon ſoalt bane none other Gods before me.So likewiſe when © _ 
he would haue reclaimed his people trom thoſe ſuperſtitions & por pure 
Idolatries wherinto they were fallen by following the cuftomes 1h aucho 
and orders of their foretathers,he propoſeth ynto them the ſelfe - ricy ro rule 
fame argument . Yee ſhallnor walke in the ordinawncer of your fatberg, er our 
nor obſerue their manners , wor defile your ſelues with they Idols : I am —_ 0M 
the Lorde your God, walke ns my ſtatutes andtgepe my indgementer, and 1... .010, 
doe them, aud ſantlifie my Sabbetbes, «nd thiy ſhall bee @ ſgne betweeus 
we and you , that yeemay know that [ amthe Lorde your God. © The 
cauſe of their falling away from God wasthe falling away fr6 his 
lawes, and the embracing of che decrees and cuſtomes of their 
forefathers:and the meanesoftheirrecovery is theacknowledg- 
ingot the Locdes ſupreme and foveraigne authority overthem, 
and their humble fubmiſſhon vnto bis ſtatutes and lawes. And 
therefore in the prophecie of leremie the Lorde himſelfe docth 
molt vehemently cry out vnto this backeſliding generation: O 
Jee dſobedient children twrne agaime ({aiththe Lorde ) for [aw your 
Lord. And verily if ſceme vito every man alt and reaſona- 
ble that the eres of ſervantes ſhonlde looks to the bands of 1hiir maſters,” Pal. 123.2. 
andtheeies of waydens tothe handes of their mittrefſes, then 
much morereaſon 1s it, that ourciesſhoulde waitc andattende - 
vponthe LORDE our GOD, if that vvee yvill bee ac+ 
eepted of himas his faithfull ſervauntes . The Centurionsgue Mar,s.s, , 
is the Goſpell vyas enough ro his —— his doo vhs 
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was ſufficient vnco hisſeryantes:and ſhall not the orders and in« 
juntions of the Lord of Lotds and commander of al commune 
ders make vs preſt and will:ng to yeeid to him al humble & rea» 
dy obedience? Eſpecially whereas he 1s our only Loid and law, 
maker, who hath authority not only to impole lawes vpon our 
conſciences, but alſoto revenge all contempt and diſobedrence 
even witheverlalting perdition both of body and ſonle. Theres 
one lawgrver lanth S, .amnes)who # able 18 ſave and to neſtroy, T beve ug 
one God((aith the Apoſtle Jand one Lord, All other Lords here a» 
mong men.haue noJawtull authority but from hum : for they are 
bar hrs Ur uetenants and deputies, andtheretore mult nut goe 
beyond their commmfhon in making ſtatutes and 1npoling lawes 
Ro not ypon their awne lubtects. Concerming the iatety & prof= 
perous e{lare of themſelues and ofthen carthly kingdomes, and 
concerning ihe welfare of their owne (ubicAts thai are commred: 
tother fidelity and cruſt, they have ſufficient authority in wiles 
dome,equuy,and iultiretomeke holeiome lawes: but as cocere 
ningthe wotthip and ſervice of God, they hane none authoritie 
to make any new lawes of their owne,, bur to providethatthe 
Lordrlawesalone be duely put in execution. The which thing, 
ittheyrekgioully perfourme,thenthbvy arerubee obeyed inthe 
Lord,andshatgotonly for feare,but allo forconſcievce : otherwiſe 
if theygoebcyond their commiſſion ,therwr ſubieAs owethe pa+ 
tience,but not. obedience; For as they themſelues wil not roles 
rate or1odure any ſuch prelumprioinany of their own ſubiefts, 
ifthey coke vpon them to make lawes to averrulethem & their 
kingdo-nes(totshatwere-to ſuffer theſcepterto be wreſted out 
of their owne havds, and the crowneto be taken from their own 
heads ):ſothey theraſelue+muſt not preſume to make lawes tor 
the ordering o' the-church of God, & for theadmimitrivg of his 
ſpuituall ki gdome; - but re}tgiouſly to provide thae the Lordes 


 \ Jawevanl be cargiuily.oblcerved and kept. And therefore at the 


day .ofthe kings coronation the booke of the law was delivered 
inzo his hand, toput himia mmde that thereby he ought toru's 
bath hinoſtife and-ail his ſubicResin, all matters concernmgtrhe 


Trevi of Grad, So likewiſe the cectefiaſticall officers & gover* 


naurs extcactlicgt hat arethe chicte buitdersot che Lords yard: 
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all cemple,muſt lay no other ſtones in that building , but ſuch as 
are digged out of the Lordes owne quarnes : Thatis, theymuſt 
teach na other points of faith, and precepts of life, then ſuch as 
they haue received fro him, who only hath aurhority to appoint 
_ ordaine what we ought to belecue,and how toliue : other- 
wile if they teach any thinge'of their owne , wee ought to giue 
no care nor credite vnto them, 7 be Seribes and Phariſies ({aith our 
Saviour Chriſt) (ie m Moſes chare:whatſorver therefore they ſay un» 
t0J04 , that doe y+e, Forin fitting in Moles chaire they teach the 
law kliveredby Molcs,and lo God himfelfe teacheth by them, 
ynto whom we oweall ready obedience. But ifthey doe mingle 
therewith their owne leaven, that is,therr owne dofFrines and myen»- 
16n7,we muſt ayoide and (han the ſame 35 a moſt daungerous & 
dead'y poyſon, 

The truth is thatin matters of ceremony the church gover- 
nours haue authority to ordaine fuch thinges, as beleng to edifi+ 
cation,comelines,and order : and yettherin alſothey are toraks 
heede,that they do not clogge the Lordes people with ſuch bur» 
denzas the Lord would not haue to be laid vypon then, and alſo 
that matters of ceremony and circiitance be not ſo yehement- 
ly preſſed and vrged,asitchey were matters of ſubſtance. When 
king David not without the approbation cf Nathanthe prophet 
had purpoled to builde a ſumptuous temple for the mke of the 
Lords coyenant,forthe fitter aſſembling of the people, and for 
the more convenient performing of all ſuch things as did belong 
to the ſervice of God,albeit alſoit was a matter of circumſtance 
and not of ſubſtance, & thetfore left ia the hands of ſuch as were 
in authority)yet for that it was new and ſtrange, and nor preciſe» 
ly and particularly commanded by the Lords owne mouth, bes» 
holde howe the Lorde ſeemerh at the fiſt to take exception 
againſt this fo religious and godly a purpoſe of his owne moſt 
choice and beloued tervant: ks alt the places (faith the Lord) wher- 
in I walked with the childyt of Ir dell.ſpake | one word to any of the tribes 
of Ifr al, when 1 commanded the [ndges to feede my people Ifracll,or ſaid 
I, why build ye me not an houſe of Cedar trees? Y camwhen thoſe very ſa» 
crifices, & offerings, Sabbothes, new moones, & ſolemne feaſtes, 
with other the like exerciſes —_—_ the fervice of = 
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which were alſo preciſely command:d by the Lordes owne ex- 
preſle word were perfurmed by prietband people bur not after 
that manneras they were ordeined by God, how doth hee reic&t 
themal & calt them of, laying, what baue | to do wth the mulintude 
of year ſacrifices wen yer come toapreere before mee wbo beth required 
th:fe things at your handes? No watvaile thenthatthe Lord doth 
with ſo great deteſtationreiet at thoſe kinde of ſervices, which 
the people had ſucked either out of their owne b:ainſicke heads, 
or had recerued oy tradition from their forefathers, ſaying : 7 hey 
haue done that whith ! commanaea them wat , netther ev:r entred mtg 
my hart.S0 [ſar.29.Becanſe thts people commeth neare unto mee vynh 
ber mouto and bonouretbme with therr (ippes,but have remaruen ther 
bart farre from me, and their feare towardes mee was taught by the pre« 
cepts of menitherfore behonld a3ame [ will die a marvelons works 50 this 
people,even amarvelous mirke and a wonder:tor the wiſedome of the wiſe 
ſvall periſh and tbe vnierſtarcerg of the prudent ſ1allbe brdze, Behould 
haw,gangcrous a maiterit isuthole rthinges which concerne the 
{eryace ot God tomaime orto mingle afiy thing with the pure & 
pertet word otGodzto harken but in parte to che preceptesof 
men,and uottoreſigne our ſeJues wholy to the Lord to be gui« 
ded &ryled only by his lawes? For this people being in cutward 
ſhew aqd profeſſion the onely people of God in performing the 
ſerviceof God did obſeryvetholerthings which God himſeite had 
comanded,yet becauſe they did aſcribe fongewhat ro their owne 
wiſedome,ang did chinke that they could adde ſomething take 
alt oftheir,@wne braines,or delivered to them by tradition from 
their fatherg,as maticrs profitabletothe ſerv:ce of God,their wiſ- 
dome was condemned for folly,and their hogouring of God for 
thediſhonouring of his [10iy name, and for the corrupring of his 
ſervice. And yerely is it not extreme folly and madnes totake 
vpoa vs to be wiſer the(29d,& vnder any pretence whatſoever 
topreſume againft ſoſpecial-and peremptory adetree ofche (u- 
remeiudgeot che. whole earth ſer downein direFrermes with 
his owne penne?. That which-l commanns thee,thos ſaalt doe that 0n+ 
h:theu ſhalt not ada ought therto,nor tdhe eng ht therfrom, And againe. 
T akg bead that you dpe :bat which the Lord your. Gra hath commannded 


 Jou:yee ſpall nat pup ue to the reg bt: band nor tocheleſt you ſhall doe that 
which as 119ht and goods the rl if the Lord, 5 nat that which to cord 


v6 


% 


*s 


THE TRIAL OF TRVTH. 3! 


by your owne tirr, For who hath hnewen the mind of the Lord* or who hath 
beene his counſellor? Verely St. Paulic had many and great reve» Rom. 11,34 
lations,and was rapt vp into Paradiſe even intothe third heaven, 
and heard ſuch words as cannot be vttered, yet he acknowledged 
thatit did not belong vnto him to beare rule over the faith ofthe 

cople of God: Nay he denounceth a double curſe 2gainſt him- 2.Cor.1.24, 
(clfe, and 3gainſt avy Angel whoſoever,'it that he preſume rode» Gal.1.8, 
liver any other Goſpell or point of taith, then wasreceiued from 
God him(elte, For we arc all whatſoever we be but fellow ſchol. 
lers in the {choole of Chrilt, he is our onely teacher & ſcholema- 
fter,and his doctrine onely is ſound and catholike, Wee are bur 
fellow tervants vnder one Lord,he onely hath authority to rule 
and raigne over our (oules, and his commandements mult beare 
the whole ſway. In the earthly kingdomethete is Iewe & Gen» In the king 
tile, bond and free, Lord and ſervant, prince & ſubiet:bur inthe 4909s of 
ſpiritu2l kingdome of Chriſt all arc one,of the (ame eſtate,condi. 4g 
tion,and calling: theyareal alkethe Lordes free-men, and they gifference 
arcal the ſervants and ſubieftes of Chnft , For what is Paule? cr berweene 
what 1s Apollos?buti AmPers by whom ye hauc beleeved; Ang Prince and 
what are the moſt glorious Angels themſelues ? Arethey nor all —_ 
minitring (pirits fent forth to mmyſter for their ſakes that iha!l bee —_ 
heires of {alyation? And what honourableritle have the hi{heft the king- 
mthe church of C hrilt taken vatothemſclucsto fette forth rheip dowe of 
owne dignity & honour?lames a ſervant of God & ot the Lord <Þinit all 
Teſus Chrilt. Sunon Peter a ſervantand an Apoſtle of lefus Chriſt, tte 
Paule a fſervazr of God & an Apoftle of Telus Chriſt, And what je tb 
honorable title hane the higheſt in the earthly kingdome,as they. 1.Cor 2.24, 
did belong to the ſpiritual kngdome of Chriſt,taken ynro them Heb 1.14. 
ſelnes tothe ſerting forth of their dignity and honour ? Behould 
(faith David a great king)I am thy ſervant [ am thy ſervant, and the 
fone of thine handmarde, And what honourabletitic haue the An« 
gels in heaven caken vntorhceluesro the lerring forth of their 
dignity and honour? 1 am thyfelon ſervant ({airh the Angelro 
Sr. lohn) and one of thy brethren, which haue the teſtimony of 
teſu«:worſhippe God. Yea rhe moſt olefled virgin Mary the mos 
ther of the Lord, wito 15 called bv the children of the church of 
Rome, #herr Lady, and Q 42ene of becven ,. as 1t thee were: a meete 
ante and pecreto our Lord acknowicdgeth thisto be her great= 
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eſt honour,that God had reſpeR ynto the lowe eſtate of his bad 
wArde. 

Althen in the ſpiritual kingdome of Chriſt are fellow ſer vits, 
which are not co make lawes in matters concerning the ſervice of 
God, but to proclaime the lawes of their onely Lord, and to pro- 

ole them yntothiir fellow ſeryants co be religiouſly obſeryed 
G cthemal, The which if we could ſothrough!y diſpatch,that we 
fhould ſtand as it were idle for lacke of worke,then wee might 
harken fora new maſter,and goe as it were about the country to 
ſceke more work, Or if we could performe ſo much of bis worke, 
as were anſwerable co that allowance and wages wee receiue ft6 
him,the we might ſeekefor ſome other worke allo; for the mens» 
ding of our wages,and for the bettering of our maintenance, Or 
if we could haue better wages, allowance and and maintenance 
at anothers hand,then we mighe caſt of the Lordes livery, & be- 
take our ſelnestoa more profitable ſervice, But wee can never (0 
perfe Aly performe our duty to God, but that in many things we 
ſhal faile all:neither will our labour, be irneverſo great, beever 
anſwerable vnto our wages:neither is it poſſible forany of vsto 
fiade ſo good a maſteras the Lord is:and therfore it is good kee» 
ping of ys in his ſervice and continuing in his feare,that his favour 
may be our countenance & credite,and his livery our protect» 
on and ſafety : it is good for vs in al our workes to have his com» 
mandements before our cies, & to ſette before vs his ſyyeraigue 
aathority,that ſo in all thinges we ſeruing him, may be acknow- 
ledged of him as his faitbfull ſervants . But vatc the children of 
the church of Rome the auRority of this our onely Lord 1 not lo 
great that he ihould rule over their conſciences by his own laws 
alone: ynleſlctherebe joined therto the decrees oftheir church, 
the conſtitutions of their popes,the Canon of their councels,and 
the rules of the founders of their religious orders. Yea their popes 


, powerisſo great with them,that he can diſpence with the law of 


ouronly Lord,and free from obedience to his commandements. 
He canaltar the fubſlantial points of the Lords ſervice & maime 
and mangle the inſtitution of Chriſt : wheras none of his owne 
patchesand ragges muſtin any caſe bee negletedand omitted 
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of the whole 1-wof God 13 ſo light and eafie totheſe men ,'that 
they ſhouldefſland as it were udle and yrimployedyf nogreater 
matter were required at their hands: & therefore the founders of 
their religious o:ders haue found out many workes of greater 
holines and perfecion,which were not commanded, but onely 
counſelled by God,and left to be ordained by their ſpecial care, 
For that belike they were to bee mare careful and zealous then 
God hunſe:fe,for thole things that did moſt principally cecerne 
his owne honour. 

For che better clearing ofthe which matter, let vs briefly exa- 
mine theſe two points, Fr? whe therit be likely that God would 
barely adviſe,and not peremprorely commande all fuch dueties 
as did moſt principally concerne his owne honour, Secovaly whe 
ther thoſe workes, which are enioined by the founders of the re« 
ligious orders of the church of Rome, be of greater dignity & per- 
fection,then thoſe which are requiredin the law of God , Now 
concerning the firſt of theſe pointes let vs conſider,thatif in any There is 
army nothing bee done without ſpeciall charge and commiſſion nothing ef 
from the generall , withoue whole appointment to attempt any ſentiallie 
thing, how needfull ſoever it bee;and what proſperous ſucceſle I 
loever it hath, yet it is puniſhable by marſhiall difſeipline : andit ice of god 
in the gc vernment of the familie of a wiſe maſter among men, which is 
v ho isable ardatlesſure to manage his own affaires,thereisno- barelycoi. 


thing done without th* commandement ofthe malter of the fa- anos et 
mi'y,who only hath authority to commandeinhis owne houſe: 1, 


orifany thing be done without tus commandement, yet al mat» ded by god 
ters of the greateſt moment and1mportanceare [lraite]y & pre+ humlclic. 
tilely commanded by him,and not left to the voluntary choice 
and goed liking of the ſervants themelues ; how then miay it be 
credible and to bebeleeved,that the Lord of hoſts the moſt ſut- 
ficient and provident generall of the greateſt army , and the wi+ 
feſt maſter ofthe moſt noble family, woulde more (Iraitly com- 
monde the carefull performance of mieane matters', then of ſuch 
as are of greater mortent arid weight:yea that he would not c6. 
m-nde them at allto any of his ſouldiers and feryants, but onely 
give adviſe and connſell therin, otherwile leaving them to therr 
onne choice? Verily our Saviour Chriſt telte(hthe wy 
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Pharifies, that were ſoſtrift in tything of minte commin ard anmiſe 
feede and were {olooſe in the greater pointes of the law, merey, 
indgerent , and truth, that howoe ver they ought not tonegleR 
the duc performance ofthe leaſt duetyrhat God had commaun. 
ded,yet they ought to haue employed their greateſt care aboure 
the fulfilling ofthe greateſt duty, tor that that was more exaGily 
—_— by God. Now ifthe Lord hath moſt principally requ:» 
red the more carefull performance of the mcre principall duties, 
that are commanded in his ownlaw,and hath appointed a grea« 
ter puniſhment forthe negle& and contempr of the ſame: ſhill 
ve unagine that he hath left altogeather ynexaRted greater du, 
tics,thenare enated in his owne lawe? Either is it credible that 
God himſclfe by the miniſtery of Moſes his greateſt ſervat would 
enaRtlawesand ſtatutes of meaner importance,yea that he hyms 
ſelfe would come as it were in his owne perſon to proclaime the 
by the voice of an Angell wh ihandr mger and iighnuings terror 
feare,maieſly andglry to procure the more reverence and obedi- 
ence tothe ſame,andtolcave thoſe of the greateſt moment to 
be ordeined by Francis, Donwnlg, and Lejota without any ſuch or 
the like folemniry? Orwas it true only at the firſt delivery ot the 
law,that there was no nation ſo great that badlawes ſorighteons as was 
all that law that was then delivered tothe people ot Ifraell, and 
written into two tables by the Lords owne finger? & muſt there 
needes now be exception taken aginſtthe ſamein therules of al 
the relligious orders of the church of Rome,'/which commaunde 
workes of greater bolmes and dignity, and ſuchastende to « feppeof 
big her perfeftwon? What hath not God commanded vs in his lJawe 
10 lone bimwith all our hart, ſonte, aud ſtrength, end our neighbour a4 our 
ſelner,and rovſe all meancs ordained by him to the tiring vp of 


eur ſelues tothe performance of his loue? And was not it a flatte ' 


commandement of God, before the name of any Frier was heard 
of, giventoallthe ſervants of God without exception? 7 bet they 
ſhould ſo mednate on the lawe of God day and night that it might dwell m 


1,Theſ.5. 16 them moſt plentſully:that they ſpowl4 revyce evermore, pray continu the 


and in all thinges gine thankes i that they ſbonlde deny themſelues, and 
mortifie al miner of corrupt afteRions which were any way pre» 
indicial tothe louc of God and their acighbour:that they Son's 

offer 
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offer yp'to cod in ſacrifice their bodily mebers as ſervitstorighs 
reouſnes, & their ſoulesreplenithed with faith, loue, feare, obedi» 
ence,thikefulnes & the like,devotingthemſclues & al that they 
polleſle rothe moſt honorable ſerviceofthe alſufficient God, 

Wherfore to cometotheſecond queſtion, what greater du» T* _ 
ties do therules of our Romiſh Friers exaR,thE theſe that are en- *_ pen 
acted by the law of God?What ?isit a thing of greaterperfeCtion piſh yora- 
to abſtaine from mariage;then from whoredometfr6 meate,then rics arc nox 
from ſarfeiting?tromriches,then from pride,covetouſnes and op- * _ 
preſſion?Whart is it a more acceptable duty ro abſtaine fro Gods =_ oſs 
creatures,and from thelawfull vſe of ſuch things as are the bleſ- 4a are 
ſings of God made & created forthe vieofhis ſervits;the to ab- comman- 
Raine frothe workes ofthe devil,which are damnable & curſed ded in the 
with the autor of them?[sit aworthier worke to abſtaine fr6 mari- at" 

age,then to bring vp childre in the informatio of the Lord, which ,.q ray 
may be zealous maintainers of his worſhippe & ſervice, when we Chriſtians. 
our ſelucs cannot continue any longer in this world to praiſe the 1.11.4. 4+ 
Lord? Is it a matter of greater value to abſtaine from meate and 
riches,then with thy foodeto feedethe hungry, and with thy ri- 

ches toreleine the needy? yea thE ro build churches to the main- 

tenice of Gods ſervice,te ereR colledges for the encreaſe of lear- 

ning,to found hoſpitalls for the reliefe of the poore, and to build 

{chooles for the educatis of youth?Verily the wiſe mi thought po 

verty to be aſteppe rather to wretchednesthero bleſſednes,and 

therefore praied particularly againſt che ſame ſaying: Grae we wot Prov 30.5, 
poverty. And our Saviour himſelte hath taught vs chat'itis an hap- 
pier thing to give then toreceive, &to helpe others by our gifts, the 29:35 
to become begging Friers & to ſeeke to be relcived by the helpe 

of others, And he ſhal not lay atthe laſt day . (omeyer bleſſedofmy 114 hy 24 
father inherite 1b kingdome prepared for you from the foundation of the 

world:for ye haue vowed virginity & voluntary poverty and the 

like:but / was bung»y & ye fedde me. Moreover it hath bin thoughe 

by the godly thatliued in the purer ages, notto be a worke of a» 

ny comendation at al,to abſtaine from the ſober and lawful vſe 

of ſuch thinges, as God himſelfe hath created for our yſe, and 

to refuſe to drinke of thoſe pure ſtkeames of GODS loue that 

hee hath cauſed to flowe -- vato vs for our comfort , _ 
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forour good;as it may appeare by the hultory of Alcibiades a god 
ly and faithfu!ll martyr of Chriſt leſus, who being reproved for 
luing with bread and water in the time of his :berty and for the 
retulingofthe vſe of otherof the Lords bleſſings, becauſc he did 
therby miniſter an occaſion of a pernitious enlample, after that 
he was caſt into priſon for the teſtimony of Chrift, when it mighe 
ſeeme that he ſhould haue encreaſed,then he altered his former 
Euſcb.liv.s. rigorous & ſtraight diett; and this fatt of his Euſebius tearmeth 
cap-3- agoodinſiruftion tor {crupulous conſciences, Hilary likewiſe re» 
— provethin certeine heretiques of his time,the hung with drye 
*#  bread,andcondemneth it of miſerable ſuper{tition., And 1snot 
the Apoltle alſo moſt plainc in this caſe, affirming preciſely thar 
this kinde of regorous and freight abſtmice (hal be one of tbe berelyes 
of theſe laſt times? And doth he not as evidently teach that meate 
1.Cor.8.8, and dcinke doth not commend vs to God, and that the ſpirituall 
kingdome of Chriſt doth not at ail conſiſt therin , and therefore 
Rom, 14416. that it can in nocaſe be one of the chicfeſ} workes of this ſpirity« 
all kingdome? Neither is mariageit ſclfe ſo pernitious a thing, 
that the refraining thereof thauld be a molt pretious worke. Nay 
mariage ts hovourable among all menas laith the Apoltlezind fo pre 
tious inthe tadgment of Chryſoltome, that in it one may aſcend 
tothe throne of a Bilhop:yea if he vſc it moderately,he may bee 
chiefeſt in the kingdome of God:at the leaſt of it ſelfe it is no hin 
dericeno not toa Biſhop in the execution of that weighty and 
worthy worke that is required at his handes,Forit was no hinde« 
rancc to Spiridion,nor yetto Gregory Nifſene,who was alſo the 
Zoz.l.t.c.n ſonne ofa Biſhop : (the lawes then allowtd the ſame )& who was not 
Przſule jnferiour to his brother Baſil the grear,as Nicephorus witneſleth, 
patreſas, 1þeir he liued in the eſtate of matrim ony, The like in. y be (aide 
nam tic id ... . wo : 
arafine. Of living (olitarily ina cloyſter,orin acelle or m the wilderneſles 
banc. Man- ſeeing it is cotrary tothe doAtine of the Apoſtle, whoreproveth 
wan. , fſychasdid forſakethe ſociety and fellowſhip one with another 
H:b.ro.u5, YA ſeing the ſpirit of God hath denounced an woe againſtthe 
Ec cle64.1 © ſame:W#oe be to brm that ts alone,or leneth in /obtermes,torthat he de« 
priveth himſelfe of the means of his recovery whes be ſlipperb & fab 
leth,irthat he ſeperateth himſelfe fr6 the ſociety of the faithfull, 
Aad if woc be to himthat liverh ſolitarily,chen bleſlcd is not = 
(4 
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that liveth ſo,at the leaſt he is not inthe readieſt way to the grea» 
teſt bleſſednes. The Apoſtles no doubt of al other men were the 
beſt followers of their maſter Chriſt , and walked in thereadieſt 
way tothe greateſt perfea15,Who albeit they had forlakeallto 


follow Chrift, yet they had not forſake their wiues,nor their hou. **9*19 27+ 
ſes nor the coms ſociety of me, Peter,if we wil beleeuerheir owne 

Legende , had by his wife a daughter ca(led Petronilla & therfore 

afcer himſelfe was called Peter. Neither could they forſake their 

wiues bythe law of God,ſeing as the woma « boiid to the ma as long A 

@ be liveth,ſoisthe man bound to the woman: &therfore it isnor [1-739 


Paules but the Lords comandemet in the ſame place:Ler not the 14h, 19.6, 

huſbad put away his wife. For thoſe who God bath tamed togither, no man 

wg ht to put aſader Neither did the Apoftles put away their wiues, 

no not in their laborious iorneying throughout the whole world: 

Hae we no power to leade about 4 ſiſter a wiſe (faith St, Paul) as well LCors.s. 

as thereſidueof the Apoſtles the Lords brethrs & Cephas? Nei- 

ther did they forſake their houles & poſleſſi6s,orthe comon fo- 

cietytoliue f{olitanlyina cloiſter,or in a celle,orin the wildernes, 

For Chriſt came to Peters howſe, & there cared bis wines mother of a Math.8. 14. 

feaver:& he was feaſted at Matthewer honſe , & there vouchſafed Math.g.10, 

to cate with Publicis & ſinners: & afterthe death of Chriſt Iohn 

tooke the bleſſed Virgine ro bis awne bouſe ,& reccined & reverE» 

ced her as his own mother, And yet al theſe(as I ſaid before)had 

forſakeal things that were to be torſak&to follow Chriſt:& ther= 

fore neither wwer,nor bowſes, nor the common ſociety of menare to bee lob.Ig. 37. 

forſaken of fuch as will moſt exaQly follow Chriſt. Wherfore to 

conclude this point, neither hathGod permitted co our owne 

voluntary choice the chiefeſt duties that belong ro his owne ler« 

vice,norleftthem to be enioined by the foundersof the relligi. 

ous orders ofthe Church of Rome, bur hath preciſely himſelfe 

commaunded them all: Neither are thoſe nada of ſupereroga» 

tion performed by our Romiſh yotaries, any way matchable with 

the workes of the lawe of God, much lefſle to be cxtolled and ad« 

vaunced aboue them:and therfore ſeeing that the children of the 

church of Rome wil not admitte God to be their onely Lord , & 

to haue autority alone torule overtheir ſonles by his only lawes, 

but haue giycnthe like power to _ Pope, Church,and Friers: 
2 yea 
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yea ſceing they have allowed the Pope power todiſpece with the 
law of (od & nature, & have preterred the ordinances of their 
church before the inſtitution of Chriſt himlelte, & haue adviced 
the works of their yotariesaboue the works of the law of God, it 
is tobe feared chat God wil caſt the downe with al their glorious 
works into the deepe pit & dungeon of hell: tro the which place 
of dreadful condemnati6 it we delireto be delivered withall the 
approved {ervants of God, we muſt not bale berweene rwo opinions; 
we mult not ſcek to ſerue God & Baal:! for we cannot ſerue rwo ma- 
fters)we mult not,after ws have vowed our [clues in our bapriſine 
to the only ſervice of one God,make another youv of obedience 
tothe rulcsof rrier Francis. For ſeeing wee are bu ſervants towhoms 
we obey, we maſt yow our obcdicnce oniy to God, tt that we wilbe 
accepted of him as his moll fairkful & loyal ſervants. The which 
thing becauſe the children of the church of Rome 11ſt not toper- 
forme,thzrefore the Lord will aot be their Lord , nor accept of 
them as,of his ſeryvantes, nor yet allow of any of their workes as 
good,and asa part of his worſhip and fervice, 
Neither oughtwe only to be reſpetiue tothe Lords gnod wil 
AU obedi- & pleaſure m al our works, for that he ofright ought to raigne 0+ 
end. q YErVSas being our only ſpiritual Lord & king, & for that he will 
= Je. ProteR & detend vs, & impart ynto vsthe commodities of his 
will of gog, Xingdome: but much rather for that he hath beſtowed vp6 vs ale 
for that we ready ſo many favors, & hath ſhewed vato vs ſo great kindnes, 
haue recci. & hath bound vs vnto himſelfe with ſuch a multitude of his inc« 
= _ ſtimable & invaluable blefſiags. For giftes & benehits teſtifying 
ther-1ors Kindnes & lougdo oftentimes much prevaile even with the na« 
aremo:t tural & ynregencrate ma,yea with the very beaſts theſclues that 
ſtraizely wantthelight af vnderſtanding & reaſon, The exe kroweth his ewe 
bundt9 way, the a/7e by maſters erib;& as the law doth allowa groiid bird 
[om to the owner of the ground, where the (wan is permitred quietly 
whole ſer. © make her neſt, & withour diſturbanceto hatchand breede vp 
Vice, her young: fo doth meere kindnes caule the thankfull ſtorke to 
perforine the ſame without law & without conſtraint,Bur amog 
all other beaſtes yoide of reaſon ſtrange and wonderfull thinges 
arereported ofthe kindneſſcs of dogges rowardes their maſters 
fortheir ample breeding,and {or the lorry mainctenaunce they 
ave 
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havereceived at their hands. Yeathe ſetled malice of a moſt ci» 
kered, enimy & ofa roll ſpitefull ſycophant ( who of all ſavage 
and fierce beaſtes is thouglit by the Philoſopher ro bethe worlt) 
hath beene conquered by kindneſle and loue ; and the moſt yi- 
clent perturbations of rageand fury haue beene turned intothe 
molt cender afte&tions of pitty and mercy. And therfore itiznor 
without cauſe that the Apoltle exhorteth ſaying : /f thine evemie 
banger fcede him;if be thirſt , yine bem drikgs © for in ſo 4omg theu ſole 
beape coales of fire vpon by b:ad. Be nor overcome of evill, but overcome 
evillwnh good. For oftentimes the ſtreames of kindnes & loue do 
queach the flames of malice and hatred,and kindlethe coalzs.of 
kindneſle and loue . And therefore we ought not to ſuffer our 
ſcluesto be taken priſoners of malice,or to yeelde our ſelues cap. 
tives toher, toexccute herrage, but couragiouſlie ro encouns« 
ter her, andtobeate backe all her aſſaultes,and to ſufter her not 
to enter one foote, much leſſeto ſurprize the caſtle of ourharts: 
and not only ſo but alſoro purlue her manfully being entredin. 
tothe heartes of our encimics, and by the powerfull afſiſtaunce 
oſkindneſſe and loue tobcatc her out of the plaine field, and to 
diſpoſſeſſe her of her owne caltles and fortes, vyhercin ſhee 
hath beene before moſt ſtrongly ſeated. For ſo did Ez: and King 6, 
David and the refidue ofthe Lordes worthies, who haue moſt 23. 
couragiouſly fought thele ſpiricuall battles, and haue moſt man- 

fully vanquiſhed both their owne and the Lordes enemies, 

When the bandes of the eAramres, that were ſent outto appre« 

hend che Prophet E/z.+m4 and co bring him to their king, beeing 
brought inrodangernot only to be taken priſoners theraſclues, 

but alſo to haue had their owne lives taken from them, were noe 

only reſcued out of danger by mcancs of Elz.2w but alſo kindly 

& friendly entectayned:this kindnes fo far prevailed with them, 

that albeit there was opt war between their nation & Iſrael, yet 

after theirceturne into their own lid they neverreturned tovex 

Ifracll. Bur who was ever a more malicious enemy to any mathe 

was wicked Sasl toinnocet David? yer aflone as he perceived that 
himſclfe becing ſhar vp by the providence of Gadinto Dav:ds 

hids,he was ſpared by nim& his life preſerved, he was ſothrough, 

ly moved therewtth, that hce did wot only pretently withdrawe 
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1.$am. 34- his forces from hispurſuite, but alſo molt carneſtly praied ynto 


God,and that he would giue him areward for the ſame. Yea wh 
before having given a ſpeciall charge to all his houtholde to kill 
David, lonathan had dehorted him trom the ſame, laying : Let nog 
the kayng finne againſt bu ſervant again David for be bath not ſruned as 
gain/Prbee,but bis workes towardes thee bane beene very good; for be d:d 
put bus hfe in denger aud ſlew the Phildline,c the Lyra wrought 4 great 
ſalvation for all Iſrael: thou {aveſt 1t,and thou reviceſt; Wherefore wilt 
thou then ſinne againſt innocent bloode, and ſlay David without a cauſe? 
The only mention and recita)l of the which maiter did ſo altzr 
Saules malitious hart,that he did not only recal his former edit, 
bur alſoconfirmed the revocation 'thereof with 2 ſolemne oath 
ſaying, 44 the Lordbroerh be ſhell not die . Nowifkindnesreceaved 
from our vnderl1ogsand from ſuch as we have hated, »nd ſought 
their deſtruQion,Joth even ypon a ſuddainealter wur affeCtions 
and compell ys to yow their good & to [weare their lafery : how 
much more any pleaſure beeing done vnto vs by our ſuperiours 
will glad and x Conn vs at the very hart, and cauſe vsto buſic all 
our thoughts how we may in ſome meaſure recompenceandre- 

aitethe ſame ? What acredite do we thinke it to be vnto vs. if 
the princeſhall but take notice of vs,and call vs by our name, & 
ſhew vs but ſome countenance and favour? 'Or if a noble man or 
2a man of ſtate ſhall ſteede vs in a matter of fome moment, howe 
are we ready to caſt our ſeluesaftera ſort downe at his feete, and 
to make moſt folemne proteſtation ſaying: your honours to c6+ 
mande, :yours according to bounden duty for ever:your moſt 0+ 
bedicnt beadeſman and ſervant as long as life laſteth? Now the 
Ling of kings, and ſtate of ſtates hath not only youchſafed to 
haue taken notice of vs,& to haue provided for our vſe, ſervice, 
and comfort,this ſo glorious and bountiful world furniſhed with 
ſuch variety ofall manner ofearthly blefſings,but alſo hath pre- 
pared for ys treaſures of farre greater price and yaluein the life 
to come:how ought we then to be aſtoniſhed & amazed at ſuch 
kindnesthat proceedeth from ſo high and worthy a ſtate ? how 
ought our hearts to be euenrapt and raviſhed befide themſelues 
at the leaſt apprehenſion of ſuch invaluable favours > Why eves 
Publicaves and (raner1 lone their lovers , and ſhew kindnes to _ 
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of whs they receiue kindnes: yea the Devill himſelfe will in ſome 

ſort ſeruc them,that ſerue kim,and will be at the commandemer 

of the meaneſt witch,that hath betore boiid her (elfe vato him, 

And hee doeth extenuate all that ſervice that Iob him(ſelfe had 

done vnto God, for that he was ſo ſufficiently hyred thereto, & 
paideſo well for it,and that before hand? Doth lob(faith he)feare [ob.1.9. 
God for —_—_ thou not made an hedge about him and about bis 6 
howſe,and about al that he hath on every ſidet Thom baſt bleſſed the works 

of bus hands,and bis ſubſtance # eucreaſed m the land : and therefore 
what great thing is jt that he doth ſoregardthee?hath henor ve- 
ry good cauſeſo to dot Verily it he did not ſeek to ſerue thee at- 
ter the beſt manner, he were the wicked(t wretch that everlived, 
Now if the oſt envious and malicious wretchof all other, who 
by hismtollerable ingratitude and vnthankfalnes had deprived 
kimſcife molt iuſtly ofal the Lords bleſſings, could yer notwith+ 
ſtanding reaſon after this miner, how much more ought the true 
and faith(ull ſervants of God themſelues, which do and for ever 
{hall enioy the incſtimable favour of his vnchangeable loue, ſet 
the loving kindnesof the Lord alwaies before their eies, making 
ita ſharpe ſpurre to ſlirre them vp to walke on forwarde in the 
Lotds truth,and even t9run the way of bis comandements? And that 
ſo muchthe rather for that the Lord himſelfe hath beene ſocare- 
full to remember them thereof in ſundry places of divine ſcrip- 
ture,and that after a moſt vehement and patheticall manner ? O £74231 
Jee generation take yee beede wnto the wordof the Lord : Haus I bm nts 
you a wilgernes,o7 a land of darknes? Wherefore /ay my people we are Lords 

we will come no more vntothee? Surely Thaue not bin as a wilderney 

but as a molt fruncful land miniſtring vnto you all bleſſings in all 
aboundance;And therefore yee ought ro haue beene molt fertile 

in my feare, and molt plentifull in my ſervice. 

This moſt ample beneficence of God towards his people isſo 

2pparant,that he appealeth therein eventothem(elues:O yee in- 

babitants of leruſolem and menof [ndah,tndge ye [pray you, betweene I!2.5.3. 
me & my vinezard:What could [ bhawe done any more wnto my Umevard, 

that [ have not done vnro it +S0 likewiſe in the Prophet Micah:O my Micks.3, . 
peovl: what haue [ done vnto thee,or wherem hane [| prievedthee, teſts- 
fie ag anſt ene? Swreiie 1 brought thee vy out of the (and of Argypt,ct = 

deemed + 
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deemed thee ont of the boſe of [ervarti,and I ſent before thee Moſer, 
eAron, and Myriam, O my people remember now what Balaak king of 
Aloeb had devijed,and what Balaam the ſonne of Bror anſwered him fro 
Shittorm vnts Gilgall,that yee may know the rightrovſeer of the Lord,The 
recital of the which ſo great kindaeſle and loue did ſoinward! 
touch the very hart ofthe Propher,& of therefidue ofthe faiths 
full ro who ir was vttered, that immedaatly in their perſon he cal- 
lethasit were al the powers of his ſoule toa conſultation, howe al 
dutiful thankefulnes may after the beſt manner be cendred viito 
God for theſe his ſo large and ample mercies, Wherewitha'l ( ſaith 
he) (ball I come before the Lord, and bowe my ſelfe before rhe moſt high 
God? Shall I come before bim with burnt offrings , and vvith calues of ax 
yeare ole? willthe Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rammes,or with ten 
thouſand rivers of oile? Shall I gine my firſt borne for wy ty anſore{ſionghe 
Fatteof my body fer the ſinne of my ſonle? Hee hath ſhrvuca thee 0 man 
what is 00d, and what the Lordrequireth at thy hands: Surety to de iuſt + 
ly and to love mercy to bumble thy ſelf, towalke with thy God," here 
by we may learne what be thoſe ſacrifices that are beſt accepta» 
ble toGod:firſt to do iuſtlic in giuing to God that which is due 
toGod,and tomanthat which 1s duc to man:Secondly to ſhe »e 
mercy cothem thatare in miſery:and laſtly to haue Gods goods 
nes alwaies before our cies & our owne ynworthines, that B wee 
may learneto humble our {elues, & torenofice our owne worth, 
and tocleaue vnfcinedly vntoGod: yea to deny & to die vnto 
our ſelues,that ſo we may devote our ſelues and our whole hues 
only to God. And yerely when the Lord hath once revealed & 
ſhewed vnto ys how he hath loued vs, and given himſelte vnto 
vs,and hathabounded towardes vs in his gracious;bleſſiogs,and 
hath cauſed al his creatnresto ſerue to our vie,ths ſhal we delire 
in al fincerity to louc and pleaſe him, and to refigne our ſelues 
wholy to his ſervice. When God ſhal ſay vnto vs, ye «re my people: 
then ſhal we anſwere,tbou art owr G O D, When Chriſt ſhal haue 
made manifeſt his tender affeRion to his ſpouſe , & haue taught 


Cant,3.16, herto ſay,ny beloned is mine, and hath aſſured me of his fidelity: 


then ſhal theereply,7 aw bzz,and am fully reſolved ro keepetrue 
touch and faith with him; His loue is mjne, and ſhall bee alwaies 


before mine cies,and my ſervice is his,and ſhal be comibueyin 
s 
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his ſight. If a maſter among men ſhould giue vnto his ſeryan! an 
annuity of 20.nobles by the yeere,or ſome little farme , or cther 
living , if hee ſerue him not therefore at his becke, hee cricth our 
ſtraight waies againſt hisingratitude:bur if he happen to ioine a« 
eain{t him in any cauſe or ſuite, and that with bis profeſſed and 
deadly enemie, how intollerable an indignity doth this ſeemein 
his fight?Now we our ({elues haue receaved from our grand mas 
ſer and Lord notonly ſome (mall parte & portion of our liue> 
ing & maintenice, but our clues alſo, & whatſoever we enioy: 


& our lotte ts fallen out vntov1 ine god grojid,we bane 4 very geodly he- Pal. 16.8, 


ritage: for the Lord bimſelfe is our porteo, of be doth maintaine owr latte. 
What vnkind & vynthankful wretches are we the,if we ſurrender 
not backe againe vato him both our ſelaes, & al that we enioy, 
to be preſt & ready at his comandemer?If we keepe not a conti- 
nual remebraice of theſe ineſtimable mercies, & ſ{ette thEnor al. 
waies before our cies, wee bee worthy to be cleane caſt out ofhis 
Gghe,& vtterly to be put out of his remEbrice . Ifſo ful ſtreames 
flowing fr6 ſopurea foiitaine donor moilte the dry & barre ſoile 
of our ſoules, & make vs frutfal to al good works, the are we vyee 
rely but badd groiid,neere 10 the cur ſe, whoſe end iy tobe burned, V ne 
doubtedly asaltherivers flowing out ofthe ſea,rerurnethither a- 
gaine, & ſo empty thelſelues after a ſort intotheir mothers lappe: 
eve ſothe Lords innumerable bleſſings iſſuing frs the maine lea 
of his loue vaco the vſe of his faithful & ſincere ſervirs, are thik- 
fally returned by them backe againe,and faithfully employedin 
his ſeruice. | 

The bond(laues of Satan ſeeme ſometimes to draive nigh vn- 
toGod, & toſceke the advaiicemet of his honor & glory:butitis 


either affiCtis that forceth the to cry,that they might be delive- Pſal.78.34. 


redour of the hid of the oppreſſor:or they howle vp6 their beds 
for corne & wine, and follow Chriſt for more bread: the gratious 
gifrs of God already receiued donor allurethem to 'comein [in- 
cerity toGod.For they ſaynotin their heartes, O let vs feare the 
Lord, which gineth v3 reine earely + late in due ſeaſon, and reſervath 


fer v1 the appointedweeker of barveſt , Neither doe they lay , vvhere lob.35. 10, 
bich | 


i the God that madewvs, that giveth vs ſouges in the night : vv 
tracherb v1 more then the beaſtes of the earth, and giveth v: more 
L wiſedome 
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ie 6 8 wiſedome then the fowler of the beavens? But the fincere ſervantes of 
nefics alrea Chriſt knowing that God hath! ad vaunced them with honour a. 
dy recei- boue al the reſidue of his creatures, lecke to adyaunce his honour 
ved bring- aboue al other:yea they molt duly weighing with thilelues,how 
_— deeply they are endebred vnto his divine mateſty for his gracious 
ichfull ro . 

G d:wher. &iſts already receiued,defire rather co diſcharge ſome of the billes 
as hope of of their former debtes,then more & more (| ro grow in areara« 
profirero ges,Naaman the Syrian being al his life Jong brought vpin moſt 
_— groſle blindnes & Idolatry,when he was cured of hisleproly by 
"eceſſiries CHE goodnes of the God of Iſrael, that is, by the goodnes of the on. 
torce ly erue God, Now(ſaith he)/ know that there i no God but only m [ſr a« 
hypocrites el:& therfore wil [not becefortb offer any burnt offrmg or ſacrifice to any 
PO other God, ſane to the Lord. So whe Ezechias had obtained of God 
km  agreatdcliverance fr6 his moſt dangerous diſeale,howe doth he 
: Rez.5.17 fing vatothe Lord, &reioice1n his goodnes, & vow vnto God 
I. 38.20, perpetual homage & ſervice?T he grave(ſaith he)canor cofeſſe thee, 
The con- death canot praiſe thee,but the lining ſhall cofeſſe thee,as I doe this day: 
_ "a the fatber to the children ſpall declare thy truth, The Lora was ready ts 
Mercies & Jae me:tberfore wil [ (ing my ſongrinthe houſe of the Lord all the daies 
our owne f my bife, T he like may be ſaid of al the reſidue that haue vnfci« 
defeRes & nedly giventhemſelues vato God , For how were they drawen 
— therevnto, but by the linkes of his loue , & by the chaine of his 
oh _ © bleſſings/Devotionſſaith Aquinas)is a ſpecial a ofreligion ime 
Eauſe of all P2rring nothing elſe butthe devoting of amans hearte to the 
fincere de- prompt ſervice ofthe almighty God:the cauſe wherof is the con« 
votianeſ- templation & meditation of the Lords benefits, & of our owne 
ans 4 defets.For if we would duly weigh & c6ſider with our ſelues the 
ENation of [-2745 Molt bountiful largeſſe towards vs, which are vnworthy of 
theendles Theleaſts of his mercies, & deſerue nothing but vengeance and 
loueof wrath:eſpecially if wewould religiouſly record that one invalua« 
=_ = ble gift of God,who ſs loned rhe world that be gene bu ently begotten 
Ty n_ "uti. onne,that whoſoever beleeved in him ſhould wot pereſh but bans life ever- 
ar cauſe of ({feng,it would not otherwiſe be but that we ſhould be wounded 
fairh,& by and pricked at the very hearte for our former contempts, diſloy- 
faich of all akkies,and rebellions againſt ſo good and gratiousaG OD, and 
_ 2 ſhauld atſobe made more careful tor the timeto come to looke 
: a, to better vntoour ſteppes,and to bemorereſpeRiue & ſerviceable 
vnto 
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ynto our God, For ſowrovght this heavenly phiſike in Petey & 
Panle, & with al the reſidue of the ſervants of Chri/;it purged a 
way theputrified humours of corrupted affetions, & recovered 
the to ſpiritual health & life. /r « ſ»fficrer (faith St. Peter)rhat wee 
baze fþet the time paſt of our hife after the luftes of the Gitiles, walkrng in 


Uvanionnes luſtes, drunkennes, and in abornnable [dolatrie:: But nowe retes., 
ſeeing we knowe that Chriſt hath ſuffered for ſinne ve ought alſs to ſuffer Gods lou. 
” the fleſb and to ceaſe from ſinue and benceforward to line a4 much trme Our duve 
4 remaineth in the fleſh not after the luſÞer of men,but afrer the will of #7 4evouds 
Ged. So likewiſe the Apoſtle St, Paule . Fee alſo our ſeluer vverein Tic. x, 
times paſt unwiſe dr ſobedvent decrined, ſerving diver ſe luſtes and volup- Our de- 


1u0nſnes living in mabitionſnes and envy hateful and bating one another: 
but when the bowntsfulnes aud lone of God our Saviour toward man ap- 
peared, he not onely ſaved vs from the guilte of our ſinnes by gi- 
ving himſelfe a nb for our { int 


wicked tarne the grace of Godinto wantenner:laying let vs fiune, that 
£7 ace may abound: yet the ſavmg grace of God teacherh the odly 
another leſſon,eves todeny __; wn 
tn/tly,ſoberhe,and godly in this preſent world, looking for the bleſſed hope & 
appearing of the mig hty God,aud of our Svviour leſmn (brit, voho gane 
brmelte for vs,that be might redeeme v1 from all viquitio,andpurge v1 
to be a pecnliay people to bimſelfe zealous of good worker. So likewiſe 
albeitche LOR DES temporall bleſſinges are tothe wicked as 
thornes choaking vp the good ſecdes of pictic and godlines, 
and as baites to ſnare them and to drawe their heartes from God, 
and aschainesto binde them faſt ynto the yanities of this wicked 
world, yet tothe godlic they are as ſweete fauce to make them 
feede more eagerly yppon the foode of their ſoules, and as 
ſpurres to make them runne morereadilic in the way of Gods 
commaundementes , and as ladders to lifte them vp vnto 
GOD, that ſo they may come to the fruition of his greater 
bleſſinges, For to the pure all thinges are pure: in ſomuch 
that theirverieſinnes make them to hatefinne the more, and 
the lictle taſt of the LOR DES mercies cauſeth them more 
vehemently to thirſt after a full cuppe ofthe ſame mercies: yea 
the morethey ſee their owne _ andeheLORDE _ 
| 3 


ut alſo hee deſtroyed the po- H,; tinie 
wer of ſung in 1 , and /o rayſed v3 vp ts wewnes of bife . For albeit the or devoris, 


s and worldly luftes 2 to bue Tir.3, 11. 
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the more they are ſtirred yp torenoiicethemſclues, &tocleaue 
vafainedly vnto the Lord, Yee were darkzes: (faith the Apoſile) 
but now yee are light inthe Lord : Walks as chuaren of rhe l:ght:as it he 
ſhould have fatd vatothem : Remember your wretched cſtate 
when yee (ate in darknes and in the ſhaddow of death, and for« 
get not Gods mercy that hathtranſlated you out of darknes into 
the kingdome of light, and {oſce that yee walke worthy of Gad, 
and of your high callingin Chriſt Ieſus, 

This due conſideratio of the Lords endleſſe mercy in Chriſt, 
and theirowne yaworthines hath beene the only 'efteual mo» 
tiue froin the beginning ofthe world to draw the faithful out of 
the (layery of Satan vatoGod, andto confirmeandeſtabliſh 
themin his feare, The ſeege of the womans fball breaks the /erpentes 
head, made Adam who before hid humſelfe from God,zfterward 
with boldnestocome into his preſence. /« ihy ſeeae ſhall al the ne« 
tions of the earth be bleſſed, made Abraham,who before was bred vp 
3n Idolatry,to forlake kindred and countrey, and to endure rna« 
ny annoyancesin a ſlrange land,that ſo he might ſhew his hums« 
ble obedience ynto God, Yeaby the cies of this faith all the ho 
ly men of God before the comming of Chriſt in the fleſh, behol« 
ding the great goodneffe and loue of God,)(as the Apolitle teſti« 
fict Hebr, 11. ) have offered vp their ſacrifices acceptable to 
God,performed all duetics, and endured all croſſes forthe con« 
fant confeſſion of this their holy faith, And now fincethe come 
ming of Chriſt in the fleſh,wherby was the whole world conver- 
ced fe6 dumbe Idols to ſerue the living God?Was it by the pro« 
mulgation ofthe law of Moſes, or by the preaching of the 2oſpel 
of Chriſt ? Surely the preaching and publiſhing of the glad ey« 
dings ofthe goſpell, of the yearc of Iubile, of the acceptable 
day, wherein the Lord for his Chriſtes ſake had graunted a free, 
full, and generall pardonand relcale of all debts ,treſpaſſes,and 
fins to all ſuch as would willin gly accept and faithfully embrace 
this vnſpeakeable loue,and make it the matter of their daily mev 
ditation and conſolation, and therocke and foundation of their 


faith and bope , was that warrelike chariot wherein the faith of 


Sn hug inndoley gnd delete, and winmphedertighe> 
| riow 


Criſt got the full viorie over falſhoode and lies,and trod vn- 


- 
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riouſly againſt all the power and puiſſaunce of hellit ſelfe, By 
the ſounde of this doriae did the ſervauntes of the great ſhep« 
heard and Biſhoppe of our ſoules call home all his ſtraying and 
wandring ſheepe, and gathered them into the folde of Chriſt: 
by this net did the fiſhers of men dravve into the arke of Chriſts 
Church all ſuch as were before ready to bee drowned in the ſea 
of their finnes, and to bee overwhelmed with the moſt terrible 
tempeſt of the Lordes wrath: by this key did the Lords porters 
open the doore of the kingdome of heaven tothem that yvere 
before moſt worthely driven out and diſpoſſeſſed of that celeſit. 
all paradiſe: With this enſigne did the Lordes ſtandard bearers 
gather together all his companies and bandes which before had 
revolted & became fugitiues fighting vnder the Devils colours: 
by this boxe of ointmEt powred forth,did the Lardes Apotheca« 
riesreviue and quicken the fpirites of all the Lords patients,who 
were before not only in a ſound butalſo ſtarke dead by the moſt 
noyſome ſtincke of their abominable finnes: Laſtly by this ſeed 
of faith ſowen in the moſt dric and barren wildernes of the peo» 
= hearts by the hand of the Lordes painefull and skilfull-huſe 
ndmen,vyas thererayſed vppe a moſt plentifull and fruite- 
full harveſt yntothe Lorde , For faith commeth by hearing the 


- word of faith, 


Neither doeth this worde of faith, revealing the vaſpeakeable 
love of God ſhining in the face of Chriſ},beger faith only, bur 
by faith loue, praicr, confeſſion, patience, repentance, feare, 
obedience, thankefulnes, evenall ſonnde and fincere deyotion 
with all the partes and parcels thereof, By faith we haue acceſle 
toGodand are admitted into his Church which t hierefore cal- 


led the family of fairh, And Baptiſme the ſacrament of our Baprifme 
iniciation and the ſeale of faith is added tothe worde of faith for cleanſerh; 


the further manifeſtation ofthe cauſe of this our admiſhon mto ——_ 
ITHICT 


ſo honourable an eſtate and calling, by (crting tres a forte be - 


om whence{ſaith Auſtine)hath the water of Baptiſme this yer. 


L 3 of 


. "- Mmakc ma- 
fore our ciesthe loue of God, who hath given vs his fonne with nite vncs 


his owne moſt precious bloode to waſh and cleanſe our ſinnes, vs and cau- 


whereby there was before a ſeperatio berweene vs & God. Now ſeri vs» 
Emorace 


the word 


tue,that it doth touch the body &cleanſethe ſoul;burbymeans Q£aich, 
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of the word wherynto it is added,that it might togitherwith the 
ſame not only repreſent the waſhing away of our finnes, by the 
blood of Chriſt, but alſoratifie and c6firme the ſame for the fur 
ther (trengthning of our fraile fanth? Not (faith hee)tor that the 
wordis yttered, but for that it 1s beleeved : not fer that thereis 
ſuch yertue inthelettersand fillables,or in the pronunciation of 
the very wordes, but for that they are the powerfull inſtrument 
ordained of God ſoto open the Lordes good and gracious mea» 
ning towardes vs, and to aſſure ys of his vachaungeableloue in 
Chriſt,that thereby we might attaine toa ſure faith, Foras long 
as we remaine inour naturall blindnes and ignorance, either we 
fly from Godas Adam did, beeing touched with the pricke ofa 
guilty confeience:orelſe we embrace an Idolia ſeed of the true 


- God,being miſled by the wrongful guiding of ablind c6ſcience, 


Heb,10.19, 


Roras,;r, 


as now naturally doall the poſterity of Adam. But whe the Lord 
hath oncerevealed ynto vsthe glory of his endle(le geodnes in 
Chriſt,and hath made ys to behold the dignity of his death that 
heendured for our fins,and the worthines of his obedience that 
he performed for our righteouſnes, thereby we are made bold to ex- 
ter into the bly place by the newe and living way which be bath prepared 
for vs by hu fleſh, and are encouraged to draw nigh witha true hart 
in aſſurance of faith, being fully perſwaded ofthe perteR purga- 
tion of all our fins}, and of our entire and abſolute righteouſnes, 
1 am((aith our Saviour Chriſt)ebe way, the trmtb,and the life!1 vo man 
commeth to the fatber but by me, He then that is ſet in this way and 
walketh therein,he vndoubtedly walketh in the right way, and 
he cannot miſſe but come direRly vnto God, Hee that buildeth 
on this rocke builderh on a ſure foundatis; his faith cannot falile, 
he cannot be vanquiſhed:his hope 1s ſure, he cannot be cofoun- 
ded. He may be bold to triumph with the Apoltle ſaying: /f God 
be on our fide who can be againſt vi2whe fpared not by owne ſonne , but 


gane bim for v1 al,bow ſpall be net with bum grue v1 all thrags dſo? Who 


ſhallley anie thing to the charge of Gods choſen? It u God that inſtifieth. 
Who (ball condemmne? It u Chriſt that ts dead, or ratber that ts riſen again 
who is alſe at the right bande of God, and maketh requeſt to God for vs. 
ho (ball ſeperate vs from the lowe of (brit? Shall tribulation, or angn 
er per ſecution,or nakedues, or perill,or ſword? Ait is written: for thy ſaks 

are 
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arewe killed all the day long and are a4 ſyrepe appomted for the langhter, 


Nevertheleſſe m all theſe things we are more then conquerours in bu 
that lowed vs. For | am per (waded, that xeither death nor life , nor e/An= 
gelr,nor prencipaluies,nor powers,nor things preſent , nor thinges tocome 
are able to ſeperate 1 from the loue of God vobch t im Chriſt Ieſuas owr 
Lerd.ln which words it 1s manitelt chat the apprehenſion: of the 
loue ofGod in Chriſt doth breede ſucha ltrong faithand con- 
fidence in God,that the faithfull are thereby fully perſwaded, 
that they ſhal be never finally forſak& of God, nor vaquiſhed & 
cleane overthrowen by the force and furie of all their enemies, 

Now as this laue of God breedeth faith in God , ſoalſfo it en+ 1.10b.4.19, 
gendreth louc towards God We lowe God((aith S.lohn)becauſe he 
loved vs fi-ſt,and bath revealed this his loue vato vs, &hathmade,  . , 
ysto apprehend it with the eies of our faith, and tobe aſſured & I; cupido. 
perſwaded of the ſame.For if God loue vs and we be ignorant of Tantii di - 
it,how can we louc him againe for the ſame?For our charity doth !igumus , 
ſo depend vp6our faith,that ſo much we loue God, as we know Tareen 
and belecue hisloue and goodneſſe towards vs, A firong faitha (7. inp, 
ſtrong loue,a weake faitha weake loue, For God worketh not in bai 
vsas he doth in thoſe creatures which are vtterly voide ofalvn- 
deritanding and reaſon, and ſo haue no ſenſe and feeling of the 
Lords working ia them: but in the wotke of ourregeneratio firſt 
he inforineth the vnderſtanding with knowledge, and thereby 
moveththe affeQions and will , Now faith beeing the cie of our 
ſpiricuall vnderſtanding , whereby with Abrahamthe fatherof loh.8.56, 
the faithfull we behold the day of Chriſt and reioice therein,firſt 
in him apprehendeth the loue of God towards vs, & then kind- 
leth in our harts our loue towards him , For true faith js not idle 5-111 1 5. 
and vnfruitful, but firſt worketh loue,Jand then worketh by loue; ***5-© 
ſhee isthe mother of lowe in that ſhee firſt breedethit's and then Aug de 6- 
by loue bringing foorth all good works ſhee is the grandmother dc &operi- 
of all good workes, And hercofit is that Auſtine ſaith, that 1s may 2 © 22+ 
rightly be ſaid that all tbe commundements of God pertame tofanh,if not _ zi 
4 dead but a lwoing faith that worketh by lone , be vuderſtoede . For a8 Fai jvc, 
Gregory teacheth, Faith i the doore and entrance vnto good worker, life of loue, 
not good worker vnto farth , Neither is love the ſoule of faith, that * 19t loue 


quicknethi;and giveth it life ; but faith is the very life of loue, —_ of 
—_” 
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and maketh it lively and induſtrious in ker worke: And therfore 

the Lord yſcth toſecte before the cies of his faithfull ſervants bis 

owne loue teſtified by his fundry and manifold bleſſings, andfo 

cauſeth them to manifeſt their ioue towards him by their readie 

obedience toall his commandemeats. And hereot it is that the 

tac..23- arecalled the friender of Ged, Abraham the friend of God : Moles 
the friend of God, So our louing Saviour vnto his deare diſciples; 

loh.15.15, THeceforth cal I you not ſervars, for the ſervat knoweth vat what the mas 
The faith- fer doth:bur [ hane called you friends, for what ſoever I bane beardofthy 
fullare ac- fethey I hane made manifeſt unto you, And what istrue and (incere 
cepred of | frendihippe,but a mutual and interchan geablebenevolence and 
on 76 y ood wil not lying hidde or kept ſceret withinthecloſette of the 
herfore Dart,but breaking forth and manifcſtingit ſelfe by the effeRtes? 
are putin And therforc in that the faithfull are called the frendes of God, 
aſſurance it is evident both that they feele the loue of God towards them» 
of his ous ſelues cofirmed yneo them by his gracious bleſſings, & tharthey 
likewle are ſtirred vpto loue him, &ro teſtifiethe ſame by their 

ready obedience to his will, yea this is oneſure ſigne of the ſpeci» 

loh.14, 21, all loue of Chriſt towards bis, that he doth ſhew himſelfe not vns 
tothe world, but vntothern , and ſo raiſeth vp in them faith and 
loue,and ftrengtheneth them in his feare. If a prince favour his 
ſubic,and he knowethit not, he muſt necdes looſe a great part 
ofthe benefit and comfort that he might recciue theiby, ifthat 
he did perfe&tly vndeſtand ſo much, And verely that fayour ci: 
not be preat,that can be altogeather concealed and kept cloſe, 
Aluntle firemay be covered vnder aſhes, & ſo preſerved for ſome 
time, bur ifit be kept ſo long,it wil be extinguiſhed & cleane pur 
out: bura great firewil not beecoyered, but wil ſheweir ſelfe by 
heate,ſmoke,flame:even ſo the great fire ofthe Lordesloue to. 
wards his cle& cannot long be hidde,but it will make it ſelfe ma- 
nifeft ynto them ſoaner or later by the effeRes therot. Earthlie 
parents concealc in part their loue from their children becing in 
their tender yeares,leaſtthey ſhould waxe wanton and be made 
the worſe for the ſame:but when they are once come to ripenes 
of age and royeares of diſcretion,thenthey commonly ſecke to 
make it manifeſt yntotht by al the meanes that poſſibly they ci, 
and they deſire nothing morethen chat they ſhould be throngh, 
Y 
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ly perſwaded therof:and he is a baſtard & a very vanatural child 

worthy to looſe both his name and inheritance, which cither will 

not be perſwaded ofthe kind & reader aftetion of his parents 

towards him, or elſe is made therby more careles & negligentto 

do his duty:Even ſoour heavenly father,whoſe tender loue & af- 

fett6 cowards his cleR ſo far exccedeth the kindnes of al earth- 

ly parets as God exccedeth man,teſtjfieth his loue, kindnes, and 

care towards his continually either by his gifts,or by his correQi- 

ons,or by both: & albeithe doth not at al times maketh#& feele ſo 

much, it is for this end that whe he doth fo, they ſhould be more 

throughly moved to miſlike theſcluesthe more for their former 

vnkiodnes , & alſo toloue the Lord the more for his coſtant and 

c6tinual loue towards ſuch as thiſelues were), who before had (o 

lictle regard ſo much as totake notice of ſuch loue,and therfore al 

ſuch as either wil not be perſwaded of the fatherly affeis of 60d 
towards theſelues condening the ſame of pride & preſiiption,or 
elſe abuſe it cothe hardening oftheir harts by hartening theſelus 
therby in their ſinnes, declare theſelus tobe baſtards & not ſons, 
being (0 farre of both fro the affeftis & alſo fro the duty ofnatu- 
ral ſonnes,! Why? but a frizd, having teſtified his loue towards vs 
by ſome fewe favours ,ſhould ynderſtand that wee ſtil ſtoodein 
doubr cither of his ſincerity, or coltancy towards vs, & did ima« 
gin that cither he did but diſſcble with yz,or elſe chat he were v3- 
riable & quickly changed , would he not thinke himſelfe much 
wroged,ſeing he had ſo wel deſerved before, & had give ys good 
caule to conceaue better of him?And doth God beftowe any gift 
vpon any of his faithful ſeryits bur in al ſincerity & ſerled coſtan« 
cy,&with a ſtedfaſt purpoſe to dothem good ? And ſhal they til 
doubt, either whether he ever loued the at al,orelſe whether he 
wil evercotinueto louethe fil?Surely they cannot do him a grea« 
ter diſhonor:ſcing therby,as much as inthe lieth,they rob him of 
his fiacerity & endles goodnes , & of his eteraal mercy & loue. 
Wherfore the molt ſincere ſervices of God, as they acknowledge 
themſclues to be moſt highly honoured of GoJ, in that hee hath 
vouchſafed to caſt vpon them (o yaworthy w:etches the eies 
of his loue,and ro haue teſtified the ſame by the manitold giftes 
of his mercy:evEſorheyare molt defirous to magnify GO D 
by aſcribing every good gifte vnto his molt free and vnde- 
M «ryed 


THE TRIAL OF TRVTH, 


ferved goodnes, and by receiving them al from him az pledges 
of his great loue,and confirmations ct his gratious fayour:yeathe 
more they feelethe heate of Gods loue cheriſhing and comfore 
ting them with his gratious bleſſings,the more 15 the fire of their 
loue kindled towardes God,and the greater is the flame of their 
Luk.7.43- obedience and thankfulnes. That dcbter loucd molt, which re« 
ceived the greateſt frend(hip, having hs whole debt moſt treely 
forgive hum, albent it was never ſo great : And Mary loued much 
for that her many ſinnes were remitted vato her,3lbeit they had 
bia before never lo grievous: So Peter loued Chriſt more the his 
fellowes,for that he had greater fayourto be received the ſooner 
tograce, &to be (tregthened in the faith before his f<llowes, al- 
Gods grace beit he had ſinned aboue his fellows. And vercly Gods grace re= 
revealcd 15 yealed doth not cauſe ſin, but Gods grace c5cealed, & ſo conte. 
- ug ming ned.Godserace revealed giveth grace & ſoone winneth allows 
60ds prace ance & approbatis, & ſo cauſcth al obedifce & thankfulnes ; bue 
con:caled Gods grace vnknowen is eaſily cotemned & cauſeth ſtubbornes 
and ſocon && rebellio againſt God, Why,that moſt wicked & gracelcſle ge« 
_— 2 nerati6,that cried out ſo eagerly ,cruceſy hins,crucify bw,;ſthey had 
Luk.tg, 42, £2owen it,they would never haue cracified the Lord of glory: if 
they had knowen thole things that did belog to theirpeace, they 
would never haue {o long ſtood out,& haue ſhewed themſclues 
ſuch wilfull & obſtinat recuſats againſt their God & againſitheir 
owne good. If that ſuperſtitious & carnal woman of Samaria had 
loh.4.10 knowen the g'fc of God, & who it was that thEcomuned with her 
ſhe would not haue (tocde peiting with him foc a draught ofher 
water,but ſhe would without delay hauc asked of him the water 

of life. 
Wherfore the moſt Jouing Lord of Abraham Izaak & Iacob, 
& of al the faithful of what kiadred & country ſoever,albeit hee 
doth not vouchlafe to ſhew this mercy tothe world ofthe repro» 
bite,asroſhew himſelfe cothe, yet hee cannot long keepe cloſe 
his loue from his choſen, but doth manifeſt the ſame more and 
more vntothem , az hee knoweth it beſt forchem in his divine 
ai:d heavenly wiſedome.For if Ioſeph could not long keepe in 
the cender bowels of his brotherly loue towards his ynkinde and 
va2atural brethren, but that it brake our with (treames of teares, 
ee "| 
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and diſcloſed it ſelfe to their great aſtoniſhment: andif David 
could not conceale his fatherly afteRion towards his moſt vndu« 
tiful and rebellious ſonne Abſolom, no not at that time when he 
had behaved himſclfe ſo lewdely,and had ſoattempred his vtter 
overthrow, but that it brake out in his iraight chargero Toab his 
general,and tothereſidue of the captaines of the armie:O be good 
to the youny man for my ſake:the which petition whe 1t did not pre» 
vaile with Lloab,but that he {tretched forth his owne hand totake 
away his life, how doth that te&der harted father take on vpon the 
relatiotherof,O my ſowne Abſolom,my ſoune my ſoune Abſolom, would 
God I had died for thee Abſolom my ſoune my ſoxne?and yet the kind» 
nes of earthly brethren and parents, and that towards their moſt 
kind & louing brethren & chiidren is but as a ſparke ofthe great 
fire,8 as a droppe tothe huge ſea ofthe loue of Chriſt our elder 
brother, & of God our heavy & czleſtial father,Ci hethe alto« 
geather c6ceale his loue fr ys, & keepe vs frothat ioy vnſpeak-= 
able & glorious which weare toreceive by the revelatis therof ? 
T he foure leapersthat came intothe Sirians tents, whs God hid 
cauſed to flie in al haſt, & toleave their tentes ful of al treaſure & 
ſtore,whenthey had wel eaten & drunken and hidde alſo good 
ſtore oftreaſure for theſelues,confidering & weighing the great 
neceſſity oftheirprince & people by reaſon ofthe extreame fa- 
mine chat was among them, could reaſon betweene themſclues 
and ſay : We dee not well,this day is 4 day of good tydinget, &r wee hould 
our peace:come theryfore let v3 goe tell the kings houſholde. They thoughe 
itan offeceto c6ceale from their _—_— beingin extreme mi-= 
ſery the remedy that God had appointed for their delivery: And 
ſhal we thinke that whereas the Lordes owne deareand choſen 
children without ſome ſence and aſſurance of his fayour & loue 
teſtified by his manifolde and gratious bleſſings areready'ſtill to 
be overs belmed with the horrors of deſpaire , the Lord will not 
cauſe thelight of his countenance toſhine ynto them,that ſo the 
clouds of diſtruſt,that keepe fromthem the bright beames of his 
favour,may be diſperſed,and the tempeſt of diſpaire alwaged & 
allaycd?In deede when they beginne ro waxe witon with peace 
and plentie, andronegletherr dacty vatotheir good GOD, 
and being at reſt heere ma this mp ſlacke their paſlage towards 
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their paſſage towardes their heaventy conntrey, and beeing file 
led with earthly delights become flow to feck atierthetrac ties 
ſure,God leemeth fora time to withdraw lus favor from them, & 
aiter aſortto hide himlelſe, & to fulter then to bee beaten with 
many rods: yea he doth ſecmeto be grievoully uitended & d:fe 
pleaſed with the hirnſcite, & to correct & chiiter, them with hig 
owne hands. And this wrathfall countenance of God of al other 
calamities & crofles is moſt grievous $& burdeniome vnatothem, 
and doth;abore al other iniicries vexe and corment their tender 
hari's,& caſte:hthe down2to the gates of hell, Then in anguith 
of ſoule and bitrernes of ipirit they powre forth whole ([treames 
of complaints cryiag out and laying : ll the Lord ebſent hmnſel's 
Plal.77.7, for'ever,andwill he be no'more entreated? I his mercy cleane gone for e« 
ver,and us by goodnes come viterly toan end for eve-mare- hath God (ore 
gotrenlo be graciom & bath bs ſhut vp hu lourg bindnes m diſpleaſure? 
P{a).80.4, The,ſaid |,thu s my death. againe, O Lord how long wilt thow be anging 
with thy people that prazeth?T hou haſt fed them with the bread of teaves, 
and baſt given them plenteouſnes of teares to drmke: thou Haſte made vs 
tobe avery ſtrife unto our neyghbourr, 5 our enemies laugh vs toſcarne, 
Turwe vs ag4ine O Godof beſts, ſhew v3 the ig bt of thy countenance and 
; we ſhall be ſafe. 

_ ;. Andyctintruth whenthe Lorde moſt ſharply chaſteneth his 
ſervants in ©Vn deare children, he is notin wrath oftended with them, but 
their aſfli- in great loue moſt of all then tendreth their good: his grace and 
Rions,al- fayour is not ablent, but then eſpecially is preſent withthem, al- 
__ :C- beit they forthe very inſtar feele not the fame, For what is it that 
ST "_ in andby their affli tions worketh in them humility, repentice, 
theſt of.% Parience,obedience,& an earneſt deſirero frele the I ord gracie 
he ſhewerh ous and fayourable varothem, & aboue all chings ro behold che 
hen moſt Hghr of his countenice?Are not al theſe the molt evident effets 
of al te Of the tavorable preſence of God with the, & of the mol} neere aſe 

effeFof his | | - 
Jouc,all- fiftance of his grace? Doth he not herein ſhew the the light of his 
though =Colirenance, & make manife{t yntorher his love to they great 
theyforthe benefit & gond?Surely David did moſt thikfully acknowledge 
Ron fo much faying: [tw goed for me that I bane beene m1 trouble, that t 
won; mught learwe thy flatates. And againe, { know O Lorde that thy ruogee= 
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we: heft cauſed me tobe rronbled. And therfore Teremy praied forthe ler. 10 24. 
(ame a> fora thing beneficiall and good : Corrett vs O Lord,ch yet 
in thy indgement not wn thy fry , Far Goa chalbiſeth his children in 
loue,aibeit he punitheth the wicked in wrath. And therfore both lob 5.17, 
Icb & David :udge nor,that the godly, when they are affi:Acd, 
are in a bad,but in 2 r1ght good and blefſed eſtare , Bleſſed « the 
mas ({1y they )»bom 6241 chaſteneſi O Lorde and teacheſs mn thy lawe:; 
thet then maze}t give him patience in tune of adverſitte varel the pu bee 
dr ped vp for the vegodly, And therefore the Apoſtles did rervee ay Rom. s.3, 
tribulations , know:mg that iribulations bring forth patrence, andpati= 
22 experience , anaexperience hoye, and bope maketh not aſhamed, 
becauſe the lone of Ged ts ſheade abroade m our hear tes by the holy Ghoſt, 
The loue of God chew apprehended by faith not only cngende- Hope. 
reth in ys loue rowardes God,burt allo En has maketh not a. mm 
ſhamed}, and patience that makerh vsto reioice in tribulations, _r_— 
and to be couragious and conſtant in the confeſſion of his eruth, 
albeit all manner of croſles accompanye the ſame. For out of 
the aboundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh: and therfore 
if vy1th the bearte wee beleene torighteomſneſſe, wee will beeready R 
wvith the month to conte(ſſe unto ſalvation , Ibeleeved(lauh David) Pal. R om—__ 
and therefore hane [ijoke»:(0 voce alſo (ſanh the Apoſtle) beleene, 2.Cor.s,: 3 
and there'ore fjeaks, And verily if wee doe beleeue that GO D 
from everlaſting hathacknowledged vs, and hath written our 
names in the booke of lite, howe can it be e but that wee ſhoulde 
thankeſully acknowledge him before the greate congregation, 
and willingly confelle hm beforethe whole worlde ? Yea how 
can it bee but that wee ſhoulde continually make ourreſorte to Praier, 
him by prater in all our neceſſities, and crane his gracious arde 
to alfilte and ſtrengthea vs 1m all thoſe afflichons and croſſes 
which vvee endure for his molt holy name (ſake? The votaith- 
full, vvhovvill not bee perſvyad<d of the fatherly loue and fa- 
your of God towardes them cannot come with any cheerefulnes 
to make their praters vnto God: (for bowe can vbey call vppou bing Rom,go.1g 
on whom they have not beleeved?\\but the faithfnll, that belecuc thac 
God 1s becometheir toving fatherin Chriſt, & chat by him they 
haue ſuchintereſt in God &in al bis bleſſings, mult needs coe ra 
kuca with great cofidice & hope, & powre qut their whole barts 
M 3 Ono 
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continually before him, and preſent ynto himall their petitions 
and requeſts'. And verily they need nottobe aſhamed tocome 
into his preſence, ſeeing they are cloathed with the moſt precy. 
ous garments of Chriſttheir elder brother, and haue him to bee 
their continuall ad yocate & follicicerto pleade their cauſe, Jn 
dced the more they behold their owne nakednes and ſhame, & 
takea true view of the rotten ragges & fained garments of their 
owne righteouſnes,and the more deepely therewitthal they me- 
ditate ypon that ſtrange and admirable goodneſle of God, that 
would caſt che eies of aisloue vp6 ſuch loathſome wretches,they 
haue great cauſe asto be aſhamedof their abominable corruptie 
on,ſoro bewaile and lamentrheir intollerable vnthankfulneſle, 
And ſothe prophet Ezechiel hath teſtified that the faithful ſhal« 
be confounded in themſelues, and hange downe their heads, & 
never open their mouthes for ſhame, when they ſhal behold the 
loue of God towards themin Chriſt, which hath freely pardoned 
all cheir iniquitiesand finneswhen | ſay they ſhal ſee on the one 
ſide how gracions God istothem , & on the otherſide he werie« 
yous they themſclues hane bin vnto God. An enſainple whers- 
of we haue in Manaſlc king of Iudah,vnto whs when the Lorde 
had given alittle taſte of his promiſe of mercy, and had give him 
ſome aſſurance of the cewiſſſon of his ſinnes, and of hisrecewing 
into fayour, howdoth he debaſe and caſt himſclfe downe, as if 
he were the only ofteader among all the ſervants of God,and all 
other were as it were no ſinners in compariſon of him? And how 
doth he exaggerate and amplifie his own tranſgreſſions, as if they 
were morethen the ſande ofthe ſea,and togither withall ſo od1+ 
ous and abominable, that he was not worthy to behold the hea- 
yens for the ſame?/ hewe provoked thy wrath\((aith he) and bane done 
evill before thee; | did not thy will,veitber kept I thy commanudement:: 1 
hane ſet vp abomination; and multiplied effencet: I haue ſinned O Lord, 
T hane ſinned, ] acknowledge wy tranſgreſſions,O Lord ſorgine , O Lovde 
forgine me,an4deſtroy me not with anne miquities , And verily yall 
we haue ſome (ightand ſenſe, & aſſurance of the mercy of God 
in Chriſt pardoning our fins,the ougly ſight of our owne defor- 
mities will drive vs more and more from God,and wrappe vs fa- 


ſer and faſter inthe bands of finne, and be ready todrowne vs 
| n 
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ons inthe _ of deſpaire :asit may be ſeene in Caine, ludas,& the 
Ti - like . Bur when Chr:{t ſhall once looke ypon vs with the eyes 
Cle of his mercy, & ſhall give vs ſore aſſurance of the remiſſion of 
bee our ſianes, as he did vnto Peter whome he mercifully forewar- 
la ned not only of his fall, but alſo of his pardon, & of hisrecovery, 
». & and gf his ducty in regard of the ſame (1 bane proved for thee Peter Luk. 22.3. 
heir that thy fath farle nzt;and tbou being converted ſlrengthen thy brethys) 
me- this favourable a{pet of Chriſt the Sunne ofrighteouſneſle will 
thac cauſe ys with Petertoloue him the more, and not only to ſingle 
hey out ſome ſolitary place,that we may bewaile our ynthanktulnes 
Iptie with bitter teares, but alſo to be more feare ful and careful for the 
!\le. time to come, lea(t we be overtaken againe withthe like offence, 
hal For arevercntregardand fearclea({t we offende ſo good a God, Feare. 
s, & whom we can never endeyour ſufficiently to pleaſe,is cauſed al. 
| the ſo by the due apprehenfion ofthe Lordes mercicy. There « werey Plal.130.4. 
ned with thee O God((aith David)tberfare ſhalt thou be feared. For as the 
one naturall and kind child reverenceth his father and feareth to of« 
Dries fend him,not ſomuch for dread of the rod or for hope of thein- 
her- heritance,as for that he hath had already manifold experience of 
orde his fathers kindnes and care for him: eyen ſo the deare children 
him of God having had in former times very good experience ofthe 
ving Lords loue,doreverence & feare him fromthe very bottome of 
,asif their hart:,and arethereby made watchfull and wary not to ofs 
dall fend. Behold(ſaith S. Iohn)whar lowe the father hath ſhewed ws, that 1 loh 3.1. 
bow we ſbewldbe calledtbe ſonnes of God: Now we are the ſounes of God,but it 
they doth not appeare what we ſhall be:but this we know that when he doth ap- 
odt* peare we ſhall be ithe his, for we ſhall ſee him a4 bets « Andhe that hath 
hea« this hope purgeth h1mſelfe even as be # pure, In which words it is ma» 
done nifeſt that hope riſing out of faith,and the expeRation of future 
1: l bleſſednes out of the apprehenſion of former loue , doth cauſe 
ord, the f.ithfullto purge & clenſe their harts, leaſt they offendtheir 
ode holy and pure God withtheir impurities, 7 hosgh we ſane (lay all Sap-1 5-2 
ntull the godly asit were with one voice ) that is, though wee ſtnne 
3Jod through infirmity,which cannot be avoided in theſe daics of in. 
for firmity yet we are thine, for we know thy power: but we ſinne not, that is, 
's fa- pre fumptuouſly,or we giue not over our ſeluestofinne, knowng 
e Vs that we ars thine: for toknow thee us per felt righteonſner,and to know thy 10k.3.14. 
A | power 
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power is the rote of immortality, For as the childr® of Iſtael were hea- 

led of the {ling of fierie ſerpents by looking vp tothe braſen ſer« 
pentteven ſo the faithful looking vpyntoCHR IST cruci» 

fed are cured of altheir (pirirua) maladies, and haue their finne 

{laine in them,and are raiſed vp to newnes of life . Zache de. 

firing but roſee CHRIST was immediatly converted and 

made a Chriſtian:Olde father Simeon beholding Chriſt deſired 
preſently to departe out ofthis life,thinking that hee had lived 

long inough;, fecing hee had lived coſee his Saviour with his 

Our whole bak es: All the taithfull that haue had ſometrue view of our 
——_— Saviou? Chriſt, do more &c more defire to behould him (tl, and 

(6) 15 p 

wrought that not without very great cauſe. For the more they {ce him,the 
by his loue wore they loue him,and the morethey feele themſclues to liue 
inChriſt in himand by him. 7 bs « everlaſtrog bife((aith the autor thereof) 
Jt, tokweve the enely true God,aud whome thon baſt ſent Jeſus Chriſt . Fax 
Eith,) Trightlytoknow & faithfully to embrace the endles & vnſpeak- 
loh.t7, ableloue of God in Chriſt, who hath conſecrated himſclfe both 
in his life and death to the working of our deliverance out of 

the hands of fin death & damnation,doth worke in the faithfull 


the deathoffin and life of righteouſnes,and ſo layerh the foun-' 


dation ofthar life heere which ſhal be made perfeR in the world 
tocome.Now(faith the Apoſtle) live not, but Chriſt hyethin 

_ 5. me:andthelitethatI nowline, Hiue by the faith ofthe ſonne cf 
XGod re. God,who hath loued me, & given himlclfe for me. The Apoſile 
vealedin livednot,he was dead in himlelfe, but Chriſt by his ſpirit & word 
the Goſpel lived and raigned in him: and that becauſe he beheld with the 
is as ſhoes ejeg of faith that great & endles loue of Chriſt who both had li- 
non. ved,anddied for him, And hereofitis that the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Medio the powerful inſtrumet ordained by 60d bothto begett & ſtrig- 
walke on then faith,is comperedto ſhoes, & is part of that turniture wher- 
readilyin withal the ſouldiers of Chriſt have neede to bee armedin their 
the RE molt hard & daungerous fight againſt al the powers of the king» 
they never dome ofdarknes, And verely there are ſo many thorns & pricks 
ſo full of of worldly cares,and ſo many ſharpe tones of crofles and perles 
ſharye cutions lying ſo thicke in that ſiraight and narrow way that lea» 


ſtones and qeth ro life, that the paſlage ofthe faithful would be greatly ſtay. 
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with the preparation ofthe Goſpel af peace, and had not that 
gladſome & ioytul tidings of their recociliation with God made 
them moſtreſolute to palle on along foral thoſe ſkarpe (toes, &. 
roendure el withal paticnce.Now then by theſe thiogs that haue 
bin delivered itisevident and cleare, that not onely taith ariſech 
out ofthe true apprehenſion of the incitimable loye of God ia 
Chriſt, bur alſolouc,hope, patience,confeſſion,praier, repetance, 
feare, & a religious care both ro live & tadic vnto God, & to dee 
yore our (clues wholy to his ſervice, 

And yet we mult aot ſo conceaue hereof, as if this one bleſ- Allthe 
fing of our redemption wrought by CHRIST did not onely Lords gr 
begivne but alſo faithour regeneration and new birth, ſeeivg all ,© 111.6. 
the refiduc ofthe gratious giftes of GO D teſtifying and.-witne(+ fines are 
ſiag hisfatherly loue are ayders al{oand aſziſters hercin, being all furtherers 
ofther fitte fewel for this heavenly fire,and do cauſe it to burne of faith & 
mare ferycntly,& to breake out intoa greater flame.#ee achnow> —_— 
ledge,O Lord,(lay the penitent Iraclites jour wickedver aud the wie= 1, © 
hedner of enr {arefather:,for we bane fruved ag ainſl ther: dee not abborre lex, 14.30. 
ws for thy name: ſakg caſt wot dewne the throne of thy glory ,remiber and 
breaks wot thy covenant with v1. Are there avy among the vanities of the 

; that can giue rains07 04% the heavens giee ſhowers ? 11 it not 
thew O Lord wnr Ged?T ber fore we will maite pa thee for thou baſi madg 
al theſe thrugs, Un which words we may perceive that it was the due 
conſideration ofthe covenant of God made ynto them in Chriſt 
whereby GOD after a (orte had bounde him(ſcife 'to bee mer» 
ciful yntothem whenloever they did repeat ;_ that cauled this 
cople to.returne yntother GO D,-20d to acknowledge and 
Londachas owne conuptions and finnes t the which alſo was 
yvell forvyarded by theremembrance ofthe LOR DES ſ(mgl- 
ler bleſsinges, even by the due conſideration of chis , that 
raine and trunfull (caſons came onelie from him, and all other 
ex and blefinges, vvhatſoeves.. So Hol. 14,; yybere, the 
ophet exhorteth che people-to returne tothe LORDE 
and (ay : Toke evvnie all iniquitie and remoove if grationſle, hw. 
pwill vvee revder to thee the calues of war bippes «. nAfpier ſhall wot Fe 
fave wr , nejtber wwill-vver ride wppen borfat , + neuter woe 
+ s ; ue 
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w# [ey any more #0 the worke 1 of our bands, yer are onr Gods : for in thes 

the fatherles findeth mercy. Now they could not truly hope for par. 

don fot their fins and iniquities bur onely 1n the promiſe ofthe 

the Meſſias:it was chat then that firſt Iedde chem vato God, the 

which was ſeconded by the due conſideration of this,t hat al aide 

and helpeis alſo found, at his hands, whois the helper of the help, 
les. | 

And verely we haue noright at al vnto any of the Lords bleſ. 

fings,as log as we beat warre & at emnity with God:we muſt be 

firſt recciled ynto God, & made heires by Chriſt, before we can 

lay iuſteclaime to achildes part, & to haue our portion in that in« 

heritace,that doth deſcend ymto vs fro our heavenly father, And 

therfore when the Lord would gue vnto Ahaz king of Iudah aſe 

ſurance but ofthis one temporat bleſſing,even of his bodely de- 

The lone bverice fro his bodely encmies:bebowld({aich he)this ſhal be your 

of Godia fignetharT wil bring jto paſſe thisthing for you: ef wirgine bal 

Chriſt's gonceane cf beare 4 ſonne,tf ſhe ſhall call bis name Immanuel, Az if the 

te un ' Lord ſhould have ſaid:1 have boiid my felfe by promiſe even fr6 

dais The beginning of the world eo giue you my onto be a pledge of 

of a'l other my loue, & to be the conduite of my mercies ; how{ſhal [ not chd 

bleſings, - with him & by him convey them vato you? & particularly howe 

ſhal{ got-nowe performe-this my. promile madepn him for 

your deliverance from theſe your bodely enenies?For the cauſe 

that moued God to make this glorious world atthefirſt, and to 

ſtare it with ſuch variety of al manner of bleſſings, was hiszowne 

moltfree and vndefervedlouerowards;his ele in Chriſt, and 

thertore whenahey areaQually beſtowed ypon ther; the fame 

Thc Lords proceedeth from the very ſeife-ſame ſpring. Thewhich whe they 

mro_ are beſtowed vpon the vnfuthful they are not bleſſings bur cur» 

| wry ſes,for that they make them more carthly , coverous, licentious, 

to the faich riotous,proud cruel,ynthikful.; &the like,and ſo encreaſe their 

full onely;: moſt grievous cendenation; whereas cothefaichfal; who are the 

for _ right heires vato thera;they are not curſes but bleſſings; for they 

_ ". make them the moretoreioivein the Lord, &to be more obedi- 

wredin. ent & thakfull vnro him, & more beneficial & helpful vatotheir 

to curſes, neighbours, and ſp{orther cher faith, repentance and lone, and 

encreaſcin them all ſincere devotion When David was —_ 
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bredby the Prophet Nathan of his foule faulte commitred with 
Bethſhebahthe wife of Vrias, and of the great diſhonour that 
redounded to God by that his moſt odious and grieyous crime, 
how that the Lord had not ſo deſerved at his hands,who had ad 
vaunced him fromthe ſhepheards crooke tofthe ſcepter of the 
king,and had given into his bolome his maſters wiues, and could 
& would haue done him more honor, ifthat had not bin inough: 
howe did even theſe ſmaller bleſſings worke moſt effeAually in 
the hart of David, peircing & wounding his moſt tender ſoul, & 
cauſing him with many moſt bitter teares to bewaile his former 
moſt grievous vathanktulnes? And howe did the remembrance 
ofthe lame merciescauſe him a(ſoat another time to reioyce in 
the Lord and to triumph,and moſt yehemently and earneſtly to 2.5m. 7.18 
pray vnto God for an obedient & thankful harti#het am / 6 Loyd Cho. 17. 
(faith he)& what w my fathers I thou baſt broug bt me bither.. "** 
8? And what is this thy people Liracl that thou didlt after a forte 
wuſter togither al thy armies for their deliverice out of «/Egipt? 
What ſaweſt thoa in ys or in our progenitors, that thou haſt thus 
laden ys with thy loue, and filled ys with ſuchabundance of thy 
rwercies?O lett our harts therfore be filled with thy loye , and let 
owr harids ſtilbe employed inthy ſervice: keepe this[in the pur» 
poſe & rhovghts of our harts for ever,and ſo prepare ourſoulesto 
feare thee:Nerher was he himlelfe only thus ſtirred yp to ploy 
himfelfe & al his autority & wealth to the promoting & furtbe. 
ring ofthe Lordes ſervice, but alſo with the ſelfe ſame argument 
doth he endevour to perſwade his principal ſubies & ſervyantes 
to be helpers to his ſon Solemon inthe ſame worke . /r wor (faith 
—_— Lord your God with you & hath given you ref} ow every fide? For 1.Chro.u2s 
be hath given the inhabu antes of the land into wine baud, and the lande iy "*- 
ſubdued before the Lord and bis people: Now then ſet your barts andyony 
ſowles to ſeeke the Lordyony God, of ariſe & build the Lords ſanttwarie, 
So likewiſe when the Lord had brought the children of Ifrael in- 
to thepromiſedlande , and had placed them in the quiette and 
peaceable poſſeffion thereof , howe doth godly Ioſuah hating a 
#e care thatafrer his death they ſhould bee trueatd faiche 
llro their G OD, who had beecne ſo true and faithful tothem, 
make alargerecitaltoftheir manifolde mercies ſolately recea- 
N 2 ved, 
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ved;and:ihen,propofeth this option and choice vrtothem, ſay 

lof 34.14, 19g:4/ of ſeame ew1l] m1 your e165 10.(er me the Lerde, then cbr ſe ye thu aay 

won: yee vonllſerue , 6+ | andming banſe voill ſerve the Lorde, 

V V n«ceuntothey anſwereasit were withone voice: God jo1 bid 

that woes ſhoulde for ſoke the Loreto ſerxe ather Gods : for the Lorde 

0%7 G14 bath brought 24 and owr Father; out of the lande of AEgypt and 

ou; of the bouſe of bondage 1 and bee did thoſe greate miracles mm ony 

hate, an1preſernvedysmn all tbe vue that wuee vuent , andamonas 

al. i be people through voubome wovee came. eAndibe LOXKDEad 

ca[t ni before v1 all the people, even the eAmornes vubich duvelie ms 

the lande, therefore wod! voce alſa ſerve the Lorde, for bee uu our 

;7 OD. invyhichwordesit isevideut howe chele faithfull (ere 

vauntes ct GOD. vvell, vwerghing vvith chemlelues that the 

Lurde yyastheu good and gracious God, who had ratified his 

I us towvardes them by his manifolde bleſſings, doe take theme 

ſclucs theceby to bee moſt ſtraightlye boundeto hs fervice,and 

theceypon dvemake a molt folemne promiſe 8nd vow to cons 

tinye bis loyall and obedient people. I he aye) xg and 

vowe ,. bzeing made by them ypon(o iſt and ſufficient caule; 

they. as futhfuily and truely kept and perfourmed, For it isrecors 

ded ofthem not only in the lame Chapter,butalſo ludges the ſey 

cond ,to th: ircternall glary aovd renowne , that 1hbey. ſerved the 

ſud-2.7. | Lorde all the guzes of lolusband all the daies of the elders that everlyed 

ade of lojuah, vulucb bad ſeen all 1ht greate wworkss that the LORD bad 

ous rem&449%e for {{racll, The cauſe then that kepte this people ſound and 

| Hngbyer vprighte in the ſervice of G OD vvas, forthat they religiouſlie 

th: Lord: kept an holy.remewbrauace of the Lordes manifold and greate 
reaher.r- x —... «ds © hu 

all fincere » Now on the contrary ſide if, wee will beholde and ſee, vvby 

obcdicn-e: the bad.children of ſo good parentes zevoked and tell away fo 

ſo the quickelyfram theG OD oftheirfathers, and continued notin 

aw his ſervice and feare ,, {ee vyhat followerth inthe ſame Chapter, 

_—_— V. Vhen laſuah was deade, and alther generation vai gatbered 

isthe cauſe 48.their fathers ,; then there aroſe azotber generation after them, wbech 

of al rebcl- neirber knewwe tbe Lerde , vor yet the vvorkss that hee had done. for 1ſ+ 

bouz vi- raft: then they did vuickedbe and ſerved Baakws, and forſeoks the God 

godlnes. fr ber Fagbers, volvch bad bronghte ther..aut of the lands, of AE 

MS "_ 
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gymr. Soimthe dayes ofthe Prophet Teremie,the cauſeaslſo why 
the badde poſternie of this backeſlyding people departed like- 
wile froin the Lorde and vvalked after vanitye, and became 
vaine 15 this, for that none "ide wn ther heartes, wohere i the Lord 


that brouy hte vs ont of che lande of egypt , that ledde ws through the ler.2.6, 


vvaldeyneſſe, throwgh 4 deferte and vvaſit lande , and through tbe 
ſhaddowveofdeath, andbroughte vs mito a good and plentiful laxd,aud 
wae vieate of the frune thereof ? So likewile Plalme 78. and the, 
bundred and ſ1xt, alike revolce of the (ame nation and namely 
of the Ephraemites who deſcended from holy loſeph bemg me- 
tioned,the ſame cauſe is added of their revolte : They forgate God 
therr Saviour vohe had done fo greate theuges for ther , vv all 
thinges in the landg of Ham , and fearefwil chmges by the redde ſea, 
For as i fared vvith che children of Joſeph and the refiducof 


the Iſrachtes, vyhen there aroſea nevye king in Aegypt which Exodi,8. 


kneyye not [oleph, nordid remember thoſe greate commodi- 
ties vvhich all AFgypte entoyed/by his meanes , then they 
dealre molt vnkindly vwith chem, and viedthem with all ex- 
cemitic: even-ſodealte the wngracious and vnthankefull pos 
Rerry of Toſeph wth the GO D of loleph, who had advaun+ 
ced himto bre a father to Pharaoh, andthe greateſt ſtate in all 
his kingdome,, vyhenth-y forgate the greate mercies of GOD 
bothtovvardes him and tovvardes themcluces alſo , them-they 


ſtarted afide from his ſerwee;, and fell away from hus teare, Yea Heſczt, 


vvhenthey aſcribed their Corne-and V Vine and V Vooll to 
Bialim, and th: fruires of the earth tothe hoa(t vf heaven, 8nd 
their deliveraunce from their bodyly enemiesto Aſhur 300 Es 
gypte;, and ther greate plentyero their oyvne pollicie, then 
they forſooke God and foF owed Baakm, and vvuorſhipped the 
hoſt of heaven, and ſente giftes ro Athur and AEgypre, and 
burnt incenſe to therowne yarne, highly magnifyingand extol= 
hnzthemſelues, andleaving of ro magnifie God, of whom they 
had nor only received ail theſc thinges but theſclues allo, I he 
which thing allo vvhen it-yyas forgottenby the wicked \, Sip, 
2. Cap: Whenthey <1 not beleeue that G O D-wistheir 
ereacor, &that al miner of commodities which (hey entored were 
tus giftes, but imagined that they.'vere buruc as al adycnrure 
| N 3 and 


Sap* 2-6, 


ler.3, 12, 


lai, 
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and leftto their owne hands toſhift for themſeluecs, then hike fil 
thy ſwine they trod vnder foote all feare of God , & gauethem« 
ſelues overto wallowe in the mire of their owe ſeniual and yn. 
cleane laſts, {owe({aid they let vs entoie tbe pleaſures that are pre« 
ſeut,let ws cheerefully vſe the creatures as myonth : let ws fill onr (clues 
with coſtly wine and ointment , audlet not the flower of emr life paſſe from 
©5:let vs crowne onr ſeines with roſe buds before they be mthered,andlet 
v1 leawe ſome token of our wantonnes m every place : for this ts our ports, 
and this 1 onr lot , Sodaungerous athing it is citherto forget the 
Lords mercics,or not to belccue him to be the only fountaine of 
al'good things, but to aſcribe'the citherto our (clues, or tochice 
& fortune,or tothe diſpoſitis of any creature: for it cauſeth God 
to withdraw his favour wholy from vs,and to giue ys cleane over 
— areprobate ſenſe,and to ſufter vs vtterly to fall away from his 
care. 

Yeaitnot only makeththe Lord to be moſ} grievouſly offen« 
ded with ſuch an abominable finne, but afcer a ſort tobe veterly 
aſtoniſhed and amaſed, for that there coulde come to paſle any 
luchimpicty,O yee beavens be aſtowſped at this be afraide aud viter- 
ly confounded ſaith the Lord: For my people hane commuted \ywo eviller: 
they bawe forſaken mee the fownetane of lrumyg waters, to digge tothems« 
feluer pits even broken pits that can bold nowater, And inthe very be= 
pun of Liay : Heare O beavens,aud herken O ear th,for the Lords 

th :1 baxe nowriſbed and browg ht vp children , and they bane 6+ 
beled agaroft me, The oxe knownth bus owner of the aſſe bu maſter; erib: 
but my people bath not knowne,1/raell bath not nderfloede, T he oxc & 
the aſle,albeit they be yoide of al reaſon, yet haue ſo wuch ſcale 
as to be ſerviceable tothem by whomthey are fed : yeathe very 
deade and ſenſeleffe carth yeeldeth forth her cncreaſe rotheby 
whom it is manured and huſbanded: and thereforeall fuch are 
more brutiſh then the very oxe and aſle,and more vile and baſe 
then the very dead and ſenſeleſſe earth,who having received all 
from God will not acknowledgetheir gracious benefaRtor, & be 
thankfull ynto him for hus great mercies. Verily they which are 
careleſſeto taſt of the Lordsloue,are worthy todrinke the dregs 
of his diſpleaſure:they that refuſe to loue God for his goodneſie, 
2nd toreigice in him for his mercy,are worthy to ſhake & quake 
at 
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at his juſtice, andtotremble at his fury: they that negle&romke 
at his hands the cuppe of ſalvation, are worthy to heare from his 
mouth the dreadfull ſentence of iult condemnation : they that 
will not aboue all thinges eſteeme of hisjinvaluable favour 
and alwaics meditate ypon that vnſpeakeable loue where+ 
by they are delivered from everlaſting fire, are worthy ſtill to be 
remembred of cheir vathankfulnes by their continuall ſuffering 
of thoſe intollerable torments of hell fice : they which are care- 
leſleto bleile God day and night moſt cheerefully for their eter. 
nal and everlaſting happines,are worthy to curſe themſelues day 
& night moſt —_— or their eternal and everlaſting wretched 
nes;, And verily if David purpoſed to deſtroy all that belonged 
to Naball,for that, when he had preſeryed his flockesin the wil- 
dernes,and had beene as a wall ynto his ſeryants,this his kindnes 
wasrequited with curriſhnes,/and his meſſengers ſent backe va- 
to him with reproaches inſteed ofrewards: What cauſe the bath: 
God,who cauleth all his creatures toattcad vpon his ſervants, 
maketh his glorious angels to be their guard &to encipe round 
aboutthem yea who is bhimſelfe a braſen wall vatothem to de- 
fend them and theirs fro all their enemies, moſt highly to be of- 
fended with his vnthankful ſervants for the conteropr of ſo ma- 
ny and great fayours,and to be revenged ofthe ſame withal! con+ 


digne puniſhment?what?toforget the kindnes of our bodily pa- 


rents,and to be ſtubborne again{t them, was by the law of Moſes 
adiudgedto bee worthy ofnoleſſe puniſhment then (toning to 
death:and but ro enter conſultation of conſpiring againſt prince 
& countrey deſerveth by our laws to haue the bodies of all ſuch 
offenders diſmembred, and to be ſet vp vpon the roppes of our 
gates asruefull ſpeAtaclesto warne allto beware of the like trea» 
cherous vnthankfulnes : (and yet our parents, prince,and coun- 
try are for the moſt parte but the meanes of ſome temporal ble(- 
fingsto be conveied vnto vs: for it is God that is the author both 
ofthe one and the other,and the ordainer both of al meanes and 
ofall bleſſings alſo) what an heavy iudgement then dothit de= 
ſerue ſofartoforgerthe Lords mercies,as that we ſhould be ſtub. 
borne and diſloyall to him, & ivine our ſelues in conſpiracy with 


that acchtraitour Satan? 
Verily 
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Verely when the Lord hath bin ſo mindful of vs, & wee hane 
bin ſo fergetful of him,whe he hath bin fo kind to ys, & we have 
bin fo vals to him, it cannot but highly inceſe him againſt vs, 
and wreſt out of his hands moſt grievous plagues,as we may per- 
ceive by that dreadful deftruion that came vpon theten ertbes, 
& that direful defolatis vpon the nation of the Iewes the whole 
remnant of {iracl eſpecially fortheir ynkind forgetfulnes & con-« 
ternpt of the Lordes ſo ſundry and manifold mercies. The firſt of 
thewhich 1dgmentswith the cauſes therofts ſette downe vnta 

Amo,r2.6, V3 by the Prophet Amos: Thu ſantb the Lord for three tranſgrei(- 
8n1 of Iſrael & for fowre I wil not turn toit:bccauſe of their oppreſfios, 
adultenes, ſuperſtitions, & their wicked retoycing before rheir 1» 
dols,us if by their mennes they bad bin ſo inriched & advaunced. 
Tee (ſaith the Lord) vwas / that defiroyed the Amoritebefore them, 
wy bright was bike the {edar trees, be was flrong x the oakesr: Note 
with/lending 1 deftroyed bis fruite from aboue,h hi; reote from bereath., 
Alſo I browg bt you wp from the land of Egypt of ledde you fourt) yearts 
tbrowgh the wildernes to poſſeſſe the land of the Amorite: awd t raiſed vy 
of jour ſonnes for Prophets and of your wer for Naxarnes, itt not 
even 1has 6 yee children of ffraell ſanth the Lord? But je gane the Nez4- 

_ rires wine to drinks + commended the Prophets ſaying prophe fie no;tbee 

= ond; bould I em preſſed under you #s carte is preſſedtbat us full of beaver . 

palcircum- Behouid then what it was that added fuch a weight vnto their 

Kance,that fins, 8 madethem (o grievous and offenſive vntoGod.and ſo a- 

ofall painein the next chaprer: Heere this word that the Lord provemncerh 

wt ; - og againſtyou © yee children of 1|ratl,even agamft tbe vwbole famly rhav 1 

greivouſ- brought out of Egypt, ſaying:you only hame | knowen of al the famnherof 
pesoffin, the earth,therfore [will viſireyou for all your miganties In both which 

Amos,3. 1. places it is manifeſt chat the Lerd himſelfe teſtifierth again(t this 
enthankeful nation,that ſeing he had ſolJaboured to winne them 
with his blefſings,and yet they would not giveplace ro his kind- 
nes,therforc he himſelfe would make place vnto his plagues, & 
to his moſt heavy bur uſt vengeance, 

And now c6cerning that other iudgment executed vpon Ie- 
ruſalem & the nation of the Iewesthe whole r#nant of Tfrac} , the 
which was the moſt ſtrange and the moſt dreadfullthar eyer w3s 
executed vpon any people from the beginning ofthe world, was 
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ir not for this cauſe,that as God had at the firſt in kindnes excee» 
ded towards thern aboue al other nations of the whole earth, & 
they againe had exceeded towards him intheir ynthankefulnes, 
therfore at the laſt his plagues againlt the did excced the plagues 
of al other nations of the whole earth?As we may gather by that 
woefull complainte that'our Saviour tooke vp over leruſalem 


ſaying: O [evaſalenuw lersſalem thou that killeff the Prophets , and M(2t.1 3437 


ſloneſt them that ave ſemte unto thee, hbovve often vvoulde | bawe ga« 
thered thy children as the hen gatbereth ber chickens vnto hey wuinges 
andyee vooulde not? Therefore uu your bouſe left wats you deſolate: 
Howe often (ſaith our Saviour) haue I called you vnto mee 
by;my manifolde blefſinges corporall and (virituall? and vvich 
what kindnes hauelI ſuccoured you in all your neceſſities and 
wantes? and how long haue I had patience with you in wayting 
for your ameadement? Therefore paticnceſo often offended, 
and kindnes ſo much contemned mult necdes at the laſt betur. 
ned intofurie . Sinne verely 13 exceeding finfull becauſe it is a 
tranfpreſſion of the moſt holy, pure, andriglteous lawof God, 
and 182 contempte of his mateſtie ynto whome yyec ovve all o« 
bedience, if it were but inreſpe& of his ſupreme auRority over 
vs: and yet hcerein it doth exceede allthis, and 1s made moſt fin« 
full even in the higheſt degree, forrhatit is committed againſt 
him, vyhole mercies haue fo farre exceeded towardes vs,and 
haue made vs ſodeepelic endebted vnto him, thatif we ſhould 
moſt frankely and freely giue our ſelues and all that vye haue 
ro bee preſt and ready continually to doe himlervice, ifl ſaie 
wee ſhoulde doe this againe and againe , yea ten thouſsnde 
times more then weare any way able,yet we can no way match 
his vnſpeakeable kindaes,or be anſwerable ynto his cadles loue, 
Toforget himthen that hath ſo remembred vs, & hath given vs 
ſuch cauſe toremember him c6tinually caſteth vs downe below 
all maner ot ſenceles & livelescreatures,yeait makerth vsin ſome 
ſort worſe then the very devilstheſelues. For theyin ſinning for» 
gate God their Creator & [aAifier,but we adde alſo thervntothe 
forgetting of God our Saviour & redeemer, Whe we defile our 
(clues withthepollutions of the vvorlde, vvee forgette that we 
vyere ever clenfed from our Dr Ts and former vackanes, 

ws 
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» Per 1. 9, wetredde muder foore the ſonne of God, count the bleed of the commend 
Hcb.10.29. 4 4 vile thing & of noprice,and atier a lort crucefie agame the Lord 
ofg/ory.We contemne and deſpiſe this bleizing of bleſzinges,and 

cleave ſette ar naught this mercy ot mercies, or elſe wee would 

not ſo wretchleſly torgette the ſame, We forgertit, forit we did 

careful.y embrace & rememberit,it would not be without truit, 

But we contemne and forget ic andneglet the meanes wherby 

we ſhould be pur in continual remembrance ofit:yeaby lictle & 

little we are drawen on eveto hate &cro perſecute theſe meanes, 

and ſodraw nearer & nearer vato that (in of fins which maketh 

vs vncapeabie ofallinercie. 

Themani From the which (in & from al other that we might be preſer« 
_ God. ved,the Lord hath given vs his holy word to bee alwaies before 
hath or4aj. Our cies , and ſo tokeepein vsafaithful remembrance of all his 
nedco pre Mercies:wherin we may record his = & merciful covenie 
ſerve the in Chriſt, by the which he hath give himſelfe to vs tobe our God, 
remebrace and hath taken vs to-himſclfe to be his people:wherein we may 
a agg reade his will and teſtament,in the which he hath adopted vs for 
:nChrid, bis ſonnesin Chriſt, & made vs heires toall histreaſures, & hath 
andthe re- bequeathed ynto ys beſides al other gifts,that grand legacy of c= 
fidue of his ternal glory:wherin we may pervſe that authetical charter of al 
manifolde theſepriveledges & immunities which we preſctly do,&are here» 
gs as after more fully to enioy,being already made fellow citizes with 
; the ſaints & ofthe houſhold of God , andincorporated intothe 
heavenly & czleſtial Ieruſalem:wherin we may take a true view 

of the large & plenary pardon of all cur treſpaſſes and debtes, 8& 

of that great graunt of the free remiſzion of al our fins, ſigned af 

2 The $2. fer afortwiththe Lords owne hand, ratihed & coficmed with 
cramencs, the ſcale of his ſacraments. For they werealſo ordained for the 
Doe his in ſawe principal end & yſe:that by the outward ceſemblice of the 
remebrice yifhble fignes vvith the inviſible grace they might rogither vvith 
of me. the word not only repreſentand ſette before our ciesthe Lords 
ſpiritual giftes and graces, (for Sacramentes/ifthey had no re» 
ſemblance they ſhould be no Sacramentes ) butalſotoaſlure vs 

by the bodely receiving ofthe outvvard fignes, of the invyvard 
participation of the inviſible gittes . The Church hath alfoap« 

pointed vnto vs certaine principal feaſtes, as the teaſt of _ 
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antivity'ofthe LOR D, and of hisrefurreion , and aſcenſi> ;, Feftivall 
on, and the like,thatthey might likewiſe be a meanes yn:ovsto daics 
continue an holy remembrance of his principall mercies: And 

therefore on thoſe daies there are appointed alſoto bee opened 

vnto the Lordes people ſuch ſpeciall parcelles of holy Scripture, 

as do moreclearly ſette forth the ſame, And for that theſe feaſts 

come but once ip the yeare,there is one ſpecial day appointed in 4 The Sa- 
every vvecke,that vve ſhould nor onely call to minde that God bv or the 
made the vvorldin fixe daies and reſted the ſcaventh, &bleſled == 7 
it, and conſecratedit tothe holie remembrance of the glorious 

worke of the creatis:bur much more chat we which are Chriſtias, 

& hauethe Iewes Sabothcraſlated intothe day ofthe Lordsre- 
ſurreftion, ſhould moſt carefully record eſpecially on that daie, 

that he both died for our finnes,and roſe againe for our iultifica- 

tion. And therefore az ypon the Iewes Sabboth there were cer- 
tajnePlalmes appointedto be redde publikely to the people for Read theſe 
the calling totheirremebrance ofthe blefings of the Lord : ſo in Plalmes & 
the churches of the Chriſtias the ſame haue bin cotinued eyen to __ 
this day, & other holy hymmes added therto for the further ma- ;.1, YO 
nifeſtation ofthe ſame mercies , And foras muchas this publike ia het 
meeting of the whole algpegatien torecordthe Lords mercies is with relli- 
appointed by the Lord himſelfe to be but one day inthe weeke, _m and 
tharkere there is a molt ſtrait charg givealſo bythe Lord hiſelfe, "et y4 
that every one of the Lordes people ſhoulde privatly every day ops 
haue their reſort tothe word of God, and mediate therin day & ſoone finde 
night , that ſo they might keepe a cotinual remebrice of al thoſe tbe fruit 
things, which never can be toomuchremembred , Andlesft any rev 
ofthe more ſimple & 1gnorant thould pleade either fimplicity in 
ynderſtiding or weaknes in remembring , the Lord in his great 

goodnes lwth provided 8 remedy alſo fortheſame, by cauſing 

diverlc ſhort & plaine ſenteces tobe ſettdown in his holy word, 

which ace both cafie tobe vnderſtood, & tobe remembred alſo, T*< 2nd 


9 the like (&- 


that ſocvethey might haue no pretcce ataltofailein ſo behov- ,cce, may 


ful & neceflary a duty, As lob 35. 10.ler.2.6,& 5.24. & 14. 20, cfily be 
Ho.14.2. And yetlealt any of the Lords ſervirs ſhould difconti> learned 
pue in this the Lords worke,he hath appointed alſothe miniſters W*h<ur 
ofhis word to be his faithful remebricers therin, & to cal cotinu. **oE<22n4 
O 3 


ally _ to 
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be remem- ally vnto their remembrance both the Lordes manifold mercies, 
bicd when and their manitold ducties,that they owe ento him for the lame. 
we 21097 For if all the Lords people ought no: only chenitelucs tobe ems 
ourſzhues oyed diligecly sbout the Lords works, but alſo to further each 
continual. P*OY gety a | 
one the other therem : then how much more ovehit they to doe 


5.The of- jt, which are appointedto be publik officers forthe tame purpoſe? 


tg Hew ougl:t they eſpecially moſt carefully topurin 'pratiile the 
ney ang *_ exhortation ofthe prophet by calling continually yatothe peo 


Phal.1o5 1, Pleand ſaying? Praye the Lord andcall vprn his name and declare bis 
workes emong the people: Sing voto 1119, (ing praiſes vnio him and let your 
talking be of all vu wondrow works, Revere mw 514 boly name /et the harts 
of chem retoice that ſecke the Lord, Seeks the Lordand hu ftre-gth,ſrche 
bus face continually, Remember the mar veilons works that be hath done, 
the wonders and the iwdgments of bu month ob yee (rede of Abraham his 


6. vu ſervant,ye chiidren of [acob kis choſen:he is the Lord our God, And yet 
m___ if all mien faile in their duety,the Lorde himſclfe will not fatle in 


france ac- Ehat covenant which he hath made with all his choſen; wherein 
cording to hee hath promiſed that hee himſelfe will write his lawes im their 
his own co. heartes, and plantihem in theirmindes, and that he will doe 
vena theſameſo fuſhciently*, that it ſhallnot be a matter of abſolute 
neceſſity forevery onetoexhort and to! admoniſh his neighbot 

ler.z1 34, laying, know the Lora: for they ſhall all know me{ſ[aith the Lord)eves 
from the greatefl vntothe leaſt. Soandſo benehiciailitis vntoall 

che Lords people toknow the Lordand his gracious bleſſings, & 

to keepe a continuall remembrance ofthe fame:and therefore ſo 

and {o many meanes hath the Lord appointed in his vnſpeakea- 

ble wiſedome and goodnefſle for the ſtirring vp of every one of 

his faithful feryantsto theready and careful performance of this 

ſo beneficiall and neceſſary awotke; So and fo carefull bath the 

Lord been that the people devoted vnto his iervice ſhould want 

no meanesto ltrengrthen & further them in the holy exerciſe of 

fincere devotion. Now let vs (ee how the church of Rome(which 

boaſteth ſo highly of her owne great devorions, land of the huge 
multitude of all manner of good works which ſo and ſo abounde 

among her children ) religiouſly extolleth the Lords mercies & 

what 2 carefull remembraunce ſhee keepeth of his goodnes,ſce- 

ing (atihathbeene ſhewed) thatis the mother and the nurce 


of 
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of a!l ſound and fincere devotion, and the fountain & welfpting 
ofall good workes, 

The word of Gd in ſetting downe the great & gracious bleſ. 
fings of God doth declare ynto vs theſethree pointes, Firſt the 
cauſe of them,even his owne goodneſle and loue: ſecondly the 
end,which is the manifeitation of his goodnes and loue : thirdly 
theeffe A, which 13 the working therby in the harts of his choſen 
of al inward graces & outward duetiesalſo both to God & to our 
neighbour , The grace, goodnes, loue,and mercy of God is the 
full fountaine fro whence all his bleſl1ngs doeifine & flow, The 
great & bleſſed worke of mans redemprion 1f]ucth trom thence 
as our Saviour teſtifieth: So God loved rhe worid that be gave bus only 
begotten fone that whoſocver teleevetb m bums ſhowld not periſh but haue 
life everlaſting, The great & bleſſed worke of the creation and all 
the reſidue of his gracious bleſſings, many of the particulars wher. 
of are ſet down by the prophet Pl.t 3 6,come alſo from thence, e- 
ven becauſe his mercy endureth for ever, This mercy & loue of 
God is not only moſt ample & large, but alſo moſt free & ynde- 


7l 


loh.3.16; 


ferved. For every goodgrft and every perſett giving commeth dowve fro lacQt.17. 


abone jr the father of eght:& we hold all that wee enioy from this 
grand & vniverſal landlord,” & therefore we niuſt pay our whole 
rent to him, & performe only to his court our ſuit & ſervice :we 
zre endebted vnto himalone tor the loane of althat we poſleſſe; 
& therfore to him alone we muſt diſcharge all our debt, His loue 
alſo 1s molt free & vndeſerved;he feckeththerin notto gain eny 
thinz ro him(c}fe, bur only to do goud; & to berefir other: &rh1s 
doth farther ſet forth the greatries of his loue, & ſo doth enlarge 
the bil of our debt.Secodly the end why God beſtoweth his bleſ- 
fingsisthatthey might be vnto vs molt plaine demoſtrations of 
his loue & moſt certain teſtimonies of his goodnes, Shew me(taith 


S*.lams)ehy Tanb by thy works: o I wil ſhew thee my faith by my works. lac.2.19, 


My childre{laith'S*. Tohn)ler vs notlowe m word & 1n rogue but inmwork. 

o& m t1wth, Thatloueths is in truth,that is effe tual in works:and 

tliat faithis ſolid & right,that ſheweth it ſelfe in che fruits. Wher- 

fore yod who would hauc tns choſe know & be fully perſwaded 

thar he loveth thEintruth!, ſheweth ir forthro them by hixrmoft 

gracious and manifold bleſſings 4 thecftefts & fruits _ 
3 an 


1.'0h.z3.18, 


Gen.30.1, 
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and this isslſoa great addition vnto his loue . Thirdly the Lord 
maketh his loue manifeſted by his bleſſings the meanes to beger 
and toencreaſe faith, loue,repentance and the like in the hearts 
of his ele and choſen children:he purteth them not out to vie, 
nortaketh any encreaſe for them:{for his eſtate cannot be bette= 
red,nor his bleſſednes encreaſed)the profite and encreaſe accru- 
eth to vs:and therefore by them we merite nothing at the hands 
of God,nor make him thereby any way endebted ro vs, bur wee 
our ſelues are more and wore [hll in his debt forthe free lone & 
francke gift of all his bleſſings, Nowtheato teturneagaineto 
the firſt poine, 

Theloue of God is the ful fountaine of all manner of his bleſ« 
fings both bodyly and ghoſtly, and he himſelfe is not only the 
author, but alſo the diſpoſer and beſtower of them all': the ble(- 
ſings themſelues,and > meanes are of him, and the working al» 
ſo of the one and the other, Temporal,meanes are in themfelues 
Nothing without the ſpeciall power of God working in them & 
by them, Man liveth not by bread only, bur by every word that 
proceedeth out of the mouth of God . And life conſiſteth not 
in the great aboundance of all ſuchthinges as doe belong to the 
maintenance of life : The horſe is counted but a vaine thing to 
ſaue a man,neither can he deliver any one by his much ſtrength: 
the watchman alſo waketh bur in vaine, valeſle the Lord keepe 
the city. zSo ſpirituall meanes alſo are nothing without the cfte» 
COID ot the almighty working by them:for that is the ve+» 
ry ſoule and life of all . Hethat plantech is nothing,and hee that 
watereth is nothing, but God that giveth the encre3ſe, lohn the 
Baptiſt can baptiſe but with water: Auſtine can but ſpeake to our 
bodyly carez:Chriſt baptiſeth only with the holy Ghoſt: and he 
that hath hischairein heaven is heonly that,can teach the heart, 
The water in baptiſmecan but waſh che body,and the very word 
ofthe promiſe of it ſelfe without faith is but an ineffeuall and 
dead letter;yeathe bodily preſence of Chriſtes owne fleih profi- 
teth nothingtit is his ſpicu that quickneth, & that worketh faith 
and brin 4 life. And therefore when Rachell ſaid ynto Iacob, 

we children or elſe I die :Lacob was angry with her and faide: 


A 1 is God: fleeds ho hath wnthbolden fro thee the fran of thy my 
o 


| 
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So when Naaman the Sirian was ſent by his Maſtertothe king of _ 
Iſraell to be cured of his leprofie: Am / a God (faith he)re bil and LKing 5. 
gine life that be hath ſent onto me to cure a man of bu leprofie? So likes 
wiſe in that lamentable ſiege and famine of Samania,when a wo» _ 
mancnedtothekiag as he paſſed by : Helpe my Lord O king :the yp” 
king anſwered : bow ce» | belpe ſeemg the Lord doth not ſweconr 1 ere _ bleC. 
ther with the berne or wth thewinepreſſe?li then our bodily bleſſings fo vato 
depend not vpon the meanes,but are in the hands, & at the dif» themeanc, 
poſition of the author alone,then much more our ghoſtly & ſpi- $*9 place 
rituall:and if both bodily and ghoſtly,then all: and then is he co _—_— 
be ſought vnto only for al:and then is heto be ſerved and honos 1...; rome 
red only for all, For ſeeing that of b1m and for bims and by buy are all Kom,u,z6, 
thingr:therfore the concluſion followethneceſlarily, ro bens be g lo- 
7 for ever aud ever, Amen, Andit is a duty belonging to vsallto 
all downe before him that ſitteth vpop the throne and rocaſt 
our crownes at his feete and to ſay: Thow art worthy O Lorde tore« Apoc4.tt, 
criue glory,and boveur and power : for thou baft createdall things, & for 
thy wilt ſake they vvere and are created. For are there any among the 
vanities of the Gewteles that can gine rame? Or canthe beavent give (1 
fhower1i Art not thou the Lor de our God? Therefore will wee wante vpon 
ther: for thow haſt made all tbeſe things, 

The cauſe then that moveththe faithful to cleaue ſincerely to The afcri- 
God,and tocontinue ſtedfaſt in his teare is,for that they belecue ven. 1m 
that they do receiue all good things wholy and ſolely from him: $1:;-.1.5 
they ſeeing that of him they receive their whole wages & maine. Ged is the 
tenance,therefore do giue themſelues wholyto his ſervice, As caule of 
onthe contrary ſide the cauſe of 1dolatry and falling away from *** m_ 
God,and maiming,mangling,and corrupting his worſhip & ſer- = « gy_ 
vice,is the afcribing to our ſelues or to other,ether wholy or in thecont a. 
part the glory of many or of any ofthe Lords bleſſings. This was ry fide the 
the caulc of Idolatry among the Gentiles,ot their bonourng of aſcnibing 
themlelues,and of their Idols,and of their vathanktulnefle vnro S245 


gifts vnto 


the true God, For as concerning the wiſe, learned,and politike a. £,cauuuu ui 


m6g the heath&f they yeelded vato God the glory of wy bleſ= the cou:c 

fin-sat all zt was of fuch only as were t* mporalt and tranfitorie: of [dowry 
they were beholding ynto themſclues only in-their ov.ne opini» 22d falling 
ons fortheirtemperance, fortitude, , wiſedome aud all ouhcr ver- 2%) 0 
eucs, 
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eues, & therfore they honoured themſclues for theſe things and 
not thetrue and living God, Hath any one ( faich Cicero) at any 
time girenthankes vntoGod for that he was a good man ? Noe: 
Derviram but for that he was rich, honoured & preſerved: & therfure(taith 
det opes: hee)they cal Iupirer the beſt and the greateſt,not for thar he ta» 
we heya keth meniuſt,ſober,and wiſe:but for that he ſendeth riches and 
le Krrwrag ſafety.So Horace : Let Iupiter gine melife & wealth', and | vyill 
Hora.ep.r. provide for iny felfe a good minde , Yea many of the greateſt 
adLollum. {tates among them did aſcribe alſotothemſ*lues theirriche: and 
honor,& totheir owne wiſedome pollecy & power:as it may ap- 
oy 73. peare by the inſolent harts & proud proceedinges of the king of 
lob ; y w Aſhur & Babilon, & by the like practiſe of miarty meaner menin 
* * thetimeoflob. And as forthe multitude they did generally af 
cribe al to chaunce & fortune,to deſtiny & tothe ſtarres,zgmany 
alſo ot the wiſeſt & greateſt amongeſt them being not free from 
this errour:in that they commonly called their wealrh & honour 
the goads of fortune, & had their remples ereted both to fore 
rune & fate. And as fot thole whome they worſhipped for Gods 
both privately &publikely , they were either the firſt founders 
orche enlargersof their families, cities & kinzdomes,or the tnvE= 
tors;or furtherers of ſome beneficial ſcience & arte : as Ceres vvas 
worſhipped forinventing or bettering thearte of manuring the 
ground, Bacchus ofthe vine , Pan of cattle, Neptune of naviga-« 
tion, Mars of warre, Apollo of wiſedome,Eſculapius cf philicke, 
Iuppiter of governing of countries 8 kingdomes, All theſe and 
many other were worſhipped by the Gentiles aszGods, for that 
they were thought ro be the inventors or furtherers of many be. 
neficial artes,and che auRors or diſpofers of many bleſſinges: and 
ſo the worſhippe of the true God the onely autor & diſpolcr of 
all good things was generally baniſhed our of the great & large 
countries & kingdomes of the whole world, & ſhutte vp within 
the coaſtes & borders ofone {mal & meane people:and namely 
he was excluded out of the Pantheon of Rome, whereynto were 
admitted the gods & goddefſes of all other kingdomes & conn» 
tries whichthe Romanes ſubdued & made their tributaries, for 
that he would bee worſhipped alone as the oneonely true God 


almigbry & alſufficiear,the only autor & docr of al good —_ 
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Neither was thetrue worſhippe and ſervice of God for anie 
long continuance kepte pure and vnpolluted among this one 
nation which he had choſen vnto himſcife to be his owne proper 


and peculiar people. Forthey aſcribed their wealth and abun- 
dance to Baalim,to the hoſt ot heavea,& to themſclues, & lo fe! 


115 God & worilnpped Baalim,and burnt incenſe to the Queene = 48.5. 
of heaven, and did offer ſacrifice vnto their owne netres : And ,5*:44** 


they aſcribed their preſervation to Aſhur & e/Zgypr, & therfore 5 | 


ſent their gifts to thoſe places: And they imputed their yertuous Hab.1.16.” 


works in part to their own free will & the benefit of eternall life 
vntothe merit oftheir owne works: & therfore did they boaſt of 


their own holines not only before me, but alſo before God: they Lut.18.rr, 
truſted inthoſeiues & in their own righteouſnes, & reiefted the Kow.s 33, 


righreouines of Godin Chrift, & ſo cauſed theſeluesto be vrrer- 
ly reietcd of God, Wherby it came topaſle that the kingdome 
of Gol was taker fro them,& wastranſlated ynto the Gentiles, 
#nd the true worſhippe and ſerviceofthe onely true God yyss 
made common to all the nations of the whole earth. 

But it did not with them neicher continue pure and yncor- 
rupte any longe time. For the Church thar vvasa chaſt virgine 
vyhiles the Apoſtles lved,beganne ſhorrely in many countries 
to play the adultreſſe, and to defile herlelfe with ſpiritual whor- 
domes and Idolatries, The Apoltle Saint Pauleteſtified vnto 
the Elders of Epheſus,that he knew ful well that after his depar» 


ture there ſhould enter im among them grievons wolues not ſparing the AR 20-29, 
flacks. And Saint John thathved longeſt ofal the Apoſtles teſtifi- * 19Þ-4.3- 


eth that even in his time manie falſe Prophets vyere gone out into the 
vverlde: and that the fpirite ofthe greate Antichrilt,that was to 
comein the latter times , vyas alreadie vyorking and laying 
of the foundation ofthe great apcſtalie from GO D and his 
truth}, and breyving the cuppe of that deadly poiſon yvhere- 
vvithall was to bee made drunken all che kingdomes of the 
vvorlde , and practiſing thoſe ſpiritual! fornications and a- 
dulteries yvherevvithall che' whole carth vyas tobe dchiled, 
And vyhat vvere thoſe ſpirituall fornications and adulte» 
ries bur an Idolatrous 'worſhipping of the creature in ſteede 
of the Creator , a ſuperſtitious ſerving of the Saintes in 

P place 
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place ofthe Sayiour, & an ynchalt & yaſhametaſt embracing of 
the freindes of the bridegrome in {teede of the taithful cleaving 
vntothe onely bridegrome himſcitc? And how was this brought 
to paſſe bat whjlesthe world was taughtthat CHRIST the 
bridegrome of the Church was not the onely mediator aud pae 
trone of his people, but the ſaintes alſo the friendes ofthe bride« 
grome? that God had after a forte paſſed away from hunſelfe his 
intereſt andright inthe beſtow'ng of Its owne gracious giftes 
and bleffinges, and had deliveredthem over voto his ſervantes 
to bein their handes and at their diſpoſition, & had made ſonie 
ofthem patrones over ove countrie &ſomeover an other, ſome 
over men ofthiscalling and ſome over men of that, ſome over 
this kind of cattle,and iome over that, ſome deliverers from this 
diſeaſe and ſoine from that, and ſorne difpolers of this bleffing & 
ſome of that, And hereofir came to palle that lo tnany deveri- 
ons were done vntothe laintes, and lo fewe vato Chrilt : ſo ma« 
ny churches and rell1gious houſes founded tothe honour of the 
{aiates,ind ſofewe vnto Chriſt : ſomuch praying to he ſaintes 
and (o littletoGod, the very Ave» Maryes much exceedirg the 
Pater-Noſters,and yet great contentioalſoto beſtowe them too 
vpon the ſaints:ſuch gadding on pilgrimage to offer totheimage 
of this ſaint and that (aint, and (ſo littleregarde of the ſincere ſer« 
ving of God in ſpirit and truth,whichis no waics bettered by al« 
tering of places bat by changing of our corrupt and ſlethly affe» 
ions : ſuch publiſhing ofthe fabulous legend of the ſaintes mi» 
racles,and ſuch debarring ofthe people from Gods owne booke, 
where the glcric of Chriſt is moſt ſert forth: ſuch buying of pare 
dons whercin the merites ofthe ſaintes vverelſette out to (ale, 
and (uch evacuating & anninilating of the death of CHRIST 
whereby our ſalyation vyas onely vvrought : ſuch magnifying 
oftherules of their owne relligious orders, and iluch a meane 
reckoning made ofthe Lavyes of CHRIST. Theſe honours 
vyhich vvere given by the vyhore of Babilon to her lovers 
vvere parte ofthoſe ſpirituall fornications and 2dulteries vvheres 
vvithall ſhee didinfecteall the nations ofthe earth: and the 
greate giftes that vyere pretended to bee given by the ſaintes 
toluchas did molt devoutely honour them , yyere the means 
cs 
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; to perſwade them to this Idolatry : even as the Gentiles 
and Ilewes had in former ages beene drawen a longe into 
the like ations vppon the like motiues and perſwaſi- 


ons. 
Wherefore if wee defire to bee delivered from ſuch a fall, e- 
yen from departing fromGod to followe after vanity, yea from 
falling from his ſervice into open and impious Idolatry,let ys be= 
ware of chi ſtumbling blocke which Satan caſtethin our vvay 
to make vsfall, vyhile hee parſwadeth vsto begge for that blef. 
fing at che hande of any creature, vvhich onely is in the gifte 
and diſpofition ofthe Creator: andlet vs acknowledge that 
GO DSmoltlarge & ample loue isthe only ful fountaine of all 
good thinges,whatſoeyer be the condutteto convey them vnto 
vs: andthat all this water, that|thus or thus ſerveth our vſe, 
ſpringeth onely out ofthis fountaine , and not out of the con- 
duite : andthatthe conduite it felte is made by this founder,and 
doth convey vnto vs ſuch & ſo much water as he himfelfe doth 
diſpoſe of to our benefite and good . Neither muſt we onely ac« 
knowledge that God is the onely auttor & diſpoler of his owne 
g1tres,but alſo that he beſtowerh them all vpon vs molt frankely 
and freely even of his owne meere mercy favour & loue, He hd 
not predeſtinate vsto everlaſting life , nor beſtowe ypon vs any 
other of his bleſfinges, for that he foreſawe that we would deſerue 
the {aa1e: For he did notforeſecany thing that ſhould proceede 
from our (clues but a flatte conſpiracy with finne and Satan and 
an apoſtacy and arevolt from God and all goodnes, Whatſoever 
good thing he foreſaw in ys, he foreappointed both to begin the 
| ſame by his ovvne grace, andtocontinueit andto bring itto a 
good iſſue and end,ofhis owne vndeſerved favour and lous, s 
And nowetocometo the ſecond pornt: All the gratious ble(. The end of 
ſings of God are beſtowed vpon the faithfullrorthis ende, even _ | 
that by them he might make declaration & proofe of his love, & 4, ns. 
giue chem aſſurance of his fatherly afteAion rowards them, And tctation 
verely as none among men beſtoweth any gif:e vpo11 another , of ſus loue, 
bur that hee will at one time or other give him notice thereof; 
neither vvill hee beſtow it vppon ſuchan one as knoweth not 
the vic thereof , nor vaderſtandeth itto beea gitte; leaſt it bee 
P 3 taken 
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takeas a mockery,orreramed backe withour acceptance: much 
le{le doth God beſtowe any of his gracious giftes ypon lus (ere 
vauntes, buethat ſooner or later hee giveth them notice ther 
 , of, andihevveththemthe ves of the fame, that ſo they may 
page reccuue benefite thereby: ſeeing otherwiſe they will doe then 
doubred No good, but aceds mult be without al fruire, And eſpecially he 
verticin Vviil not enter into covenantand league vynh any to become 
infknire their gracious Godin Chriſt,and to acceptthew tur his peculiar 
Pg _ people,to gether remiſhon of ſins & eternal l:te , aud the firſt 
es as fruitsofthe ſpirit as the pledge of cheir czleſtial & heavenly in» 
Godsloue heritance,bur that he will make knowen vntothem tius his gra» 
is aluredly cious league and covenant vv:th the articles and conditions 
knowen Tt belonging ro the ſame; for othervviſe hovve can they per» 
—_— forme the conditions? And ifthey knvwe not that they haue 
7 ivgt tþE fuch and ſuch giftesfromGod , howe can they be thankefullto 
eſpecially God for them, and employ them cothcir owne good? Ifthey 
in thoſe belecue nct that God istheir God, how can they honour him as 
— their God ? Ifthey bee not perſwaded that they are beloued of 
aremott G9d,howcanthey be ſtirred vp to lour God?Itchey be not aſs 
properand ſured that God hath accepted of them as of his truſty 6 faithtul 
peculiar ſeryants,what eacouragement can they haue to demeans them» 
vnro them: ſe}ges as his truſty and faithfull ſervants? 
—_ * Surelythe ſpirit of God which knoweth thadeepeſt miſteries 
they fo of- ofthe Lords own moſtprivy & ſecret counſeis,& thetrfore much 
tenand moreſcarcheththe harts & raires ofal men,and vaderitandeth 
earneſtly all their thoughtes, taketh it as athing well knowen & acknow= 
Sw ledged of all the faithful ſervants of God, that God louethrthem, 
_— and hath manifeſted the ſame varothem by his manifold giftes, 
| ind andthat he hath declared himſclfc ro be their God, and hath ta» 
ducrifull to ken them to be his people, and thereypon inferreth thar chey 
God for k ſhould honour him as their God, and walke worthy of their high 
— and heavenly calling, & that they ſhould loue him, & be thank+ 
and-man;. full vato him,and bee ready. continually ro teſbifie the ſame by 
feſt mer- their duetifull regard vnto his ſervice , and by their humble 
cies. obedience toall his commaundementes . / «m the Lord thy God 
Exod.20.2. ({airh God himſelfe vnto his true and faithfull ſervantes among 
the whole natis of Liracl)T hat browght you 2nt of the land of Egypt, 


ang 


= 


THE TRIAL OF TRYVTH,. 


& out of the houſe of b1rd4ge t and therevpon requireth to bee ace 
cepred of them astheir enely G O D and to have humble obe. 
dicace yeeld-c 'dtoall bis commaundementes: And ſo the holic 
poſterity of theſe faith full feryantsof God doe in moſt plaine 
wordes acknowled: ve Tof.24. Even that God is their God,and 
hath done thus & ttus for them, & therfore that they are bound 
to ſerue him alone, & to honour him as their only God, The ſame 
motiueGod vrgethto Abraham thefather ofthe faithful: / am 
thy God al{»fficient: walks before me,and be thaw perfeft :thatis, Iam 
entred into covenant withthee tobethy God,] baue and vvill 
ſupply allthy wantes, and haue & wil {ticke voto thee inall thy 
neceſſities:therfore tee that thou throughly ſticke vnto me and 
cleau* perfectly vnto my lervice, The apoſtle S', Poule writing 
tothe {aines at Epheſus, rhat 13, to the faithfullin Chriſt Teſns, 
b-ginneth with, Bleſſed bee God the Father of our Lorde leſuu Chriff'; 
and preſently annexeth the cauſe thereof, which vvas,The blife 
[ng of them 0uuth all ipwixaal bleſſinges "” CH RIST l:fw, their 
elc{tion,predeſtination,redeption, the revelation of the myſte. 
ries of the will of God vaco them, their hope,faith,and their ſea= 
ling withthe ſpirit of promiſe:& theſe bleſsings he remembreth 
not as: hings doubtfull and vncertaine, but as things moſt mani- 
tet & well knowen vatothse,likwile he exhorreth the Theſla- 
lonizns to k-epe their veſlcllesin holines & honor,& not to de- 
fraud or opprelle one another, becauſe they brew what commuernde- 
ments were arven unto them im (hrijt, and that they were uot called 
to vncl:anes but to balineſſe. Sarorhe Connthians, havin? remem- 
bred them what they were before their calling even ſuch as were 
defiled with mot filelie and abhominable finnes, then hee ad- 
deth as athiag vveil kaoyven and acknovvled2ed by them all, 
but yes are vvaſhed, but yee are ſan:ſird, but yeearenrficd, bs the 
name of our LORDE leſs , and by the fpirite of our G OD :and 
therevyon farther vrgeth as thinges alſo fullie knovven and 


- confeſl:d,both the fruite andthebenefite of this former grace, 


and the duetie alſorhatis to bee performed for the ſame, Kuovve 


79 


Gen.,17.1, 


Eph, 31, 


1.Theſl.4.2 


iCor.C.qtt, 


yee not((a1th hee) rhat your bodies are the miberr of Chrit:Shal I then Ver.1 5, 


rake the members of Chriſt fo make them the members of an harlonte ? 
GOD {orbidle, Yea, Know yeenot that your boares are the temples \ 
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of the baly Ghoſt, winch © in you, whos ye bawe of God,and that ye are not 
your owne,but are bought with a price? Therefore glorifie God in your ba« 
die + your fpiru which are Gods.Solikewile to the Romanes:chief, 
ly cou/idering the ſeaſon (launch the Apoltle) and knowing that the 
Rem13-1l. nic htY paſſed,andthe day t nigh, therefore let v1 caſt away thewo'hs of 
darknes,and let vs put on the armour of ig bt 1 let vs walee hone/ily as in 
the dey true, And againe tothe faithful among the | hefſalonians; 
t.Theſ.5.5, 7 are «ll the children of the light andof the day: we are not of the my by, 
neitber of darknes.Therfore let vs not ſleepe as other 40,but tet viwaich, 
&& be ſober For they that ſleepe,ſleepe m the might,and they that are dr i« 
hen are dr wnken im the night: but let vi which are of the day be ſober put« 
rmg on the breſtplate of fa:th and loue,and the hope of ſal vation 4s an hel- 
met. For God bath not appointed vs to wrath , but to obtame ſalvation mn 
Chriſt I:ſus:who died for vi,that whether wee wake or ſleepe,wee ſboulds 
line togther wah him, Wherefore comfort your Jelues toguther , and ed:fia 
one awather even a4 yeedoe, And in deed what greater comfort can 
there come to the faithfull , then to be aſſured that they are not 
the children of the night neither of darknes,jbut the children of 
the light and ofthe day? And what more avyaileable for edificati- 
on inigodlines, then to knowe that they are not appoinred to 
wrath, but to ſalyation,and therefore that they ought to bee ems 
ployed wholy in all ſuch ducties as do concerne all ſuch as areto 
be laved, 

Neither is this argument proper to S.Paule alone”, but c6mon 
with him to al the Prophets & Apoſtles, who taſted with him of 
the {weete bleſſings of the ſame Saviour, and were made parta- 

Deurgo,14, kers ofthe ſame comfortable ſpirit, Beholde(ſaith Moſesthe heas 
ven,andthe beaven of heavens u the Lord: the earth alſo andall that 17 
therem, Notwithſtanding he bath ſet bug delight envi and hath loved 
vs,and hath choſen vs to be his people,and hath preferred vs be« 
fore many other nations,that are farre greater and mightier then 
we:that we alſo might learne to make choice oft him before all 0+ 


ther,& to prefer him to bee our only God,Sothe Prophet David + 


foreſecing by the ſpirite that God woulde gather ynto him his e- 

leR and choſen out of all nations of the whole earth cryeth out 

Plaltoe,r, vato them and faith : O bee toyfull m the Lorde all yee lands, ſerve the 
Lord with gladues avd come before bu preſence with a ſong . Be yee _ 

that 
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that the Lord he u God,'t ts be that hath made v1 and net weowr [eluer, 
we are hu people ana the ſheepe of bu paſture, ec,Be ye ſure({aith Das 
vid) & build vpon't his, that God 15 the true God & that he hath 
made vs,andtaken vs aiſo tobe his people: and therefore he ex- 
h-rteth againe and againe to re1o1ce mn the Lord, & ro be thak« 
full vnto hi for his great goodnes.So S.Peter:yee are(laithheto 
all the faithtull to whom he wrote)achoſen generation, a rojall wati- 
0n,end en holy people, that yee ſhoulde ſhew forth the vertues of hum that 
bath caled you out of darknes mio bus marveilows light, Likewile Saint 
lohn:Behold/ſaith hee )n hat lone the father hatb ſhewed vs, that wvee 1 10b.z.1, 
ſhodld be called the ſeunes of God, cc, Wiy?Heethat is burin a play 
tobeare the perfon only ofthe fonne fan earthly king, and that 
butforthe (pace of two or three hour: s,willin no wiſe then de- 
meane himſeltfclike toa cullian, Aſeane(ſath Malachy jhonow- 
reth bu father,and a ſervant bu maſter. If [ then((ath God himfelfe 
ynto his people)be yay father , where u my lone? and if ] be your wa- 
fter,where is my feare?Now every meane Logitian knoweth that a lnepra eſt 
thing not knowne or but meanly appreiededis to receiue light —=—_— 
and confirmation not froman argument which is as obſcure and xqus nt 
doubtfull,much leſſe from that which is more doubtfull and ob+ curg,mul- 
ſcure. For how can that which is darke it ſelfedriue av ay darke- to magis 
nes?or how can that which is doubtfull it ſelfe remoue doubtful. P<r mags 
nes? Wherefore in that the ſpirit of God doth exhort the faithful —— 
not to ſerue them{clues but the Lorde for that rhey are bought 
with a price,and therfore are not their own butthe Lords: and to 
walke {oberly becauſe they are the children of the daytandto do 
f{uch things as «company falvatis for that they are ordained to 
ſalvation : and toemploy themſelues not to baſe vſes but tothe 
moſt honourable ſervice of the Lord, becauſe they are veſlels of 
gold prepared ro glory, and fo forth: it tolloweth neceffarily that 
it ouglit to bee vnto them 25 evident and as certaine at theleaſt 
that they 2re not their own but are bought wryh aprice,thatthey 
arc the children of the day,that they arc ordamed to ſalvaric, & 
thar they are veſſel«of golde preparcd to glory , as that they 
ſhould ſerve nor themſelues bur the | ord that they ſhou'd walk 
warily a$ in the day,thar they ſhould do ſuch things as « '/CCOIMPA» 
Dy ſalvation & that they (ſhould cipploy thenyſclues not m—_— 
vices, 


1.Pert'2,9, 


Mala.1.6. 
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{cs,but to the honourable ſervice of God, 

And yerely no other arguinet of it{clte alone js able to aſſwage 
the flame: ofſelte loue which are {o great, and to cauſe vs to des 
ny our (celyes,our friendes, pleaſures and commodities, bee they 

- they never ſo lweetc,and to make vswillingly to beare the disfa« 
vours of prince and people, aliansand allies,andto vnderga: ali 
manner of croſles and affii tions, bee they never ſo burdenſome 
and bitrer, but one!y that invaluable loue of God manifeſted in 
that glorious worke of mans redemption,and in the reſidue of hug 
blefſings of grace . When the Apoſtles ſeemed ro wordly wiſe 
men to be (tark madd, for that they ſo willingly ſubautted theme 
{ciuestoſo many and greatinconven;encesthat they might give 
tcitimony tothe Goſpell of Chrilt,the Apoſtle S*. Paule ſerteth 

Cor... Jownethe cauſe that moued themythervnto laying: Thelue of 
Chin, © Chriſt conſtremerbviibecauſe wethus iudge thatif one bee deade 
louc ro- for al,then we were al deade:And he died for al,thatthey which 
wardshis lige ſhould not henceforth live vntothemſclues, but vato hun 
fairhfull thr died for them androle againe. The loue of Chriſt then is the 
(crvants . moſt forcibl Il and conſtrai d 
{clin chejr ſt forcible argument even to compell and conſtraine vs rodo 
barts,not Our dutics to God,be they never ſo contrary to our corrupt afte= 
onely allu- tions, yea it makeththe yoke of Chriſt light & eafie to the ſpi- 
reth bur e- rit which otherwile is io burdenſome votothe fleſh. And hence 
lect, rs itisthatthofe of the fairhful which haue had greateſt revelation 
29 wn us of the grace of Chriſt, and itrongelt aſſurance of his loue, haue 
linglyro mo't ofall died vatothemſelues and lived vatoC hriſt, and haue 
vndergoe aboue all other denied their owne [weere (clues, and renounced 
allmanner eþ;e;r deareſt pleaſures and commodities, and have with ſuch a 
werwwng burning affetion embraced their ſweete Saviour and redeemer, 
vice for his and ſo highly eſteemed of his moſt precious blood,thar all other 
gloric, {weerethings haue afcer a ſort growen out of taſt with them and 
all other precious thinges haue become cf noprice. / am grads 
Gal.4.19. ({anh S*.Paule),tothe lawe,and am crucefied wh (brifſ:Tlineand yet 
mot I nowe,but Chriſt bueth us me: and m that I line nowe in the fleſh, 1 
liae by the fanh of the Sonne of Ged,who hath lened mee, and gruen him - 
ſelfe for mee, { [ee well (faith Aultine in an Epiſtle to Dardanus) 
that thaw doeft efteeme lintle of mee , alihongh I make great acconut of 
thec:audut is for that then art young and [ emolde,then vuiſe and 1 vi- 
" dſcreete, 
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diſcrecte,thow rich and [ poore, thou more vertuons then I am: yet Iwill 
deny that thaw baſt a better Ged then [or abeiter lar,or a better redee- 
mer then I: for in the matter of redemption the Lord dealt ſo equally 4- 
ming all men , that [ will not acknovwleage any advantage in thee, 
#r anie ſuperiority in mec. O good Ieſwa ( laith hee) O theres 
deewmer of my ſoule , woherevwnthall ſball I requite thy clemencie or 
ſatisfie thy goodneſſe for not ſhedding better blaode for all thine elefte, 
then thou diddeſÞ for my [mrs alove ? Novve vyhat cauſed this 
man of GOD thusto humble and debaſe himſelfe in reſpee 
of himſclfe , and thus to advaunce himſelfe inrefpet of GOD, 
and tocry outthat he knew not how to be ſufficiently thankfull 
ynto his graciousredcemer,but a greaterrevelation of the grace 
of CHRIST, and aſtronger aſſurance of his love then ordi- 
narily is graunted to the comon ſort ofthe faithfull? The which 
thinges alfo ſtirred vp the like paſſions in Cyrill and Bernard, 
and caſt them into an holie extaſie , and carried them after 


a forte out of themſelues, and made them to haue littlere- Cyrill.in 
gard of this preſent vvorlde and of the pompe and glorje hzcverba 
thereof, vyhich yet are ſo glorious in carthly mens cies , To 20guis 


wvhat ende ( ſaith Cyrill ) (ronlae [ have vwealth and bee for the = 


inheritance of the goodes of this wuorlde , ſeting a'rradie I am made (1; no. 
bewe of thy moſt precious bloods , audredeemed wvith thy moſt glori= tros. 


9a death i Why ſhenld 1 not verie mach eftceme of my ſelfe , ſering thaw 
baſt ſhedde as much blarde for mee alone , as thou baſt done for all 


the wvorld? So Bernard: O good leſwa, O the love of my fanle , wyho Bernin 


amongeſt mortall men doth ſo deſire to make bu bfe perpetnall, «s 


thou didft deſire to looſe thine for mive ? What pleaſure vuilte thou Sefidenend 
rake m the wooridiro come wuuth thine eleft , ſeeing heere wppmn &c, 


earth then dideſt call that day wvoherem the dideſ} ſuffer Eaſter 
that is 4 great and ſolemne ftaſtivall dave ? And againez O 
goed leſms , O the redeemer of my ſonle , doe I not happely owe 
thee 4s much a4 all the uvorlde ovvetb thee , ſeemg 1 bave coſt 
thee as much blonde as all the wvorlde hath done ? By the which 
teſtimonies of theſe holie men i is evident and plaine , that 
an holie aſſurance of the great loue of CHRIST, vvho 
hath died for our finnes 1a particular , and roſe againe for 
our iuſtification , is the ſtrongeſt purgarion to —_ = 
- LOUEcS 
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ſoulesfrom deade workes , and ro quicken thern vp toxn hea« 

venly life, and to (lrengthen ysin the ready preformance of all 

ſuch duties,as are moll gratefull and acceprablcto God, And ve- 

rely all manner of good & vertuous works,ſeeme they never fo 
glorious 1n the cies of mortall men,are molt vile and bale inthe 

ſight of Gad, valeſſe che loue of Chrift be the worker of them al, 

and vnlefle they are performed 5 well-deſerved dueties for his 

{undry and manifold vadelerved mercies, 

Howthen can there bee any tru: deyotion atal in any of the 

ifthe alu children ofthe C hurch of Rome, if they tollowe the doQrine 
CR of . of their mother, who teacheth them to bee ſtill in doube of the 
— 4 _ * lou of Chriſt in particular towards themſelue s, & of thcir cffe« 
Chrit be Ruall cal.ingintotheſtate of grace, and of the remillion of their 
the ſt:ong> ſias and crecnall glory, (ſeeing the faithfull apprehenſion, ſence, 
eſtbandto & aſſurice of Chriſts loue & the fruits therof, is the on!y cfteu. 
0 pamng all worker of all true devotion? Howe can either the church of 
the doubr. Rome be the faithful ſpouſe of Chriſt, ſeeing ſhee ſtil ſtandeth in 
tingtherof doubtof the loue of her bridegrome : or her children bee the 
muſtneeds children of God our heavenly father, ſeeing they are, and muſt 
p__ be (hll in doubt,whether he An" afatherly aftetion towards 
runnea Them? Surely a faithful ſpoufe cannot (till Rand in doubt of the 
ſtray & ax loue other molt kind and carefull husband:neither can the na+» 
random2 turall and kinde childe alwaies feare whether his natural & kind 
out ofthe father bearetha loving anda fatherly affetion towards him, ſees 
ON. .- ing hee hathreſbified the ſame by his manifold bleſſinges. And 
we were ar therfore the church of Rome cavot be thetrue ſpouſe of Chrif}, 
our owne fceing ſhee knowerth nor aſſured|y whether ſhee 1s his beloued: 
iberty co neither can her children be the true children of God our heaye= 
—y a» WCE 1y tather, ſeeing they are and mult be (til vncertaine and dovubt= 
The baſe full of his kind and fatherly loue, & of the moſt principal efteRes 
borne ba- thereof.Nay in that they condemne the true children of God of 
ſtardes of pride & preſtption,for thatthey are not abaſhed ro make a bold 
the church confeſſion of their knowledge of God,and of their aſſurance of 


of Rome |; louc,andto glory that he is their father and they his ſonnes, 


condemne , 
in the le- ficereby they declare themſelues to belong to the congregatis 


girimare ofthemalignant,yea that they are the children ofthe devil him. 
chuldren of ſelfe,inthat after the very ſelfelame mannerthey condemne the 


hoy 3 holy fath ofthe children of God, as thei elder brethren have 


done. 
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done before ch=in the ſecond chapter ofthe booke'of wiſdome. ,,ne of 
V Vhertforeall ye our deere brethren,which are as yet cove- his fouour 

red with the blacke and darke doftrine ofthe church of Rome, and love. 

which came out ofthe bottomles pitte from the very prince of Þ _— 
darkenes hirnſelfe,even as many of you as belong tothe number 1 
of Gods eleA,defraud not your {clues any longer of the comfort chren the 
and fruit of Chriſts loue by continuing (till doubtful of the ſame elder ſons 
with the children of ynbeleife, but rather labour with at ſarmts that of Saran 

yee may comprebend what © the bredth,depth length,heigth,cf toknovy _ he 
the loue of (briſt that paſſeth knowledge that ſoyee may be filled with all Eph.3.18, 

fulner of God. Be ye nor deſirous to continue any longer doubtful 

ofthe remiſſion of your fins & of your eleRion to eternal life ac- 

cording yntothe doAtrine of the teacher of infidelity, which yer 

boaſteth himſelfe to be the ſucceſlour of $*, Peter., but frive yee 2.Pcr.1.10 
rather to make your eleftion ſure by your workes, according vnto 

the moſt holy doArine of g*, Peter himſelfe. And as I doubt nor 

but that yee vnfainedly deſire to bee fruitful and plentifull in all 

good workes, ſo labour yee by al meanes poſſibleto comprehed 

theloue of Chriſt, and co feele in your harts the cofortable fruits 

thereof,which are the ſtrongeſt motiues not onely toperſwade 

but after a ſort toconſtraine & force vntothe ready perſormice 

of al good workes.Be ye not {o fooliſh {till ro imagine,that your 

workes which are the fruites ofthe loue of Chriſt, & the effees 

of your eleion and iuſtification, bee the cauſes of the loue of 

Chriſt & of your eletion & iuſtification;Elpecially whereas it is 

God that workethin youthe wil and the deede, and that of his 

owne meere mercy and good wil in Chriſt, and thereby maketh 

you more endebtted vnto him by the continuance & encreaſe 

of his bleſſings; rake yee heede of that grievous and intollerable 

pride,wherwith the Devill the defacer of the grace and glorie of 

Chriſt hath hitherto beguiled you, by making you thinke that 

God is endebtted vnto you by meanes of your good workes,and 

that by them you merite at his hands remiſhon of fins & eternal 

prory. For verely ifthe king of our owne bandes, that is, theaſcri- The aſcri- 
ing but of our temporal goods and poſic{ſions vnto our owne _—_—_— 

induſtry and witte be a» imequity 10be condemmed,becauſeitisades ,, vg 


niall of God; then ig it a greater iniquity & more tobe condem- of Gods 
Q 3 ned, 
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terwporall ned, and a more heinous denizll of tZod ro robbe him of the 
E niall of glory of his greatell gittcs by aſcribing them vnroour owne me« 
God,and mites. But herein 15 fulltiled the prophefie of Saint Peter * wha 
therefore hath platacly foretolde, that astheie were then falle prophets a« 
much m072 qmong the people,ſotliere ſhoulde bee falſe reachers among viguhe 
rape provely bring m darmnatle berelics even denying the Large 16at 
bimrofe-e  , 7, : 
ternall life 9978797 Fen , 
to our own Tahetruthis,that the children of the Charch of Rameconfeſſe 
merites. In word ineir redemption wrought by Chrilt, bur whe they the. 
*2+PGL2L felyes labourco purchate heaven by their ovvn merites,dothey 
not plainely di{;tlowethe fufficiencic of the, purchaſe thereof 
made by Chriſt? Yea,whercas our Rhemiltes are ſo boldeas to 
ca'l the wilice of God which isrefidenrin Chriſt, & appreheded 
by ouc faith;,and ſo :mpured to vs,becauſe it was wrought for vs, 
. anewno mſtre,apbante/iuall apprehenſimn of that wh:ch ts not , a falſe 
cqgongs 1G fanb,end an vrryne imputation,and toafficme that there is norigh« 
3.cp ac , P % & 
Kom, Fcouſnes, whereby we are i{tificd betore God, but that which is 
inherent in vs,being 2ive co vsof God by Chriſt, that therby we 
might me;it for our {clues our tulttfication & ſalvation:doethey 
not in flat tearmes deny Chriſts own inheretrighteouſnes where 
by we are iuſtified & {aved, & aſcribe the ſame to our own inhee= 
rent righreouſnes?Ifa friend ſhould procure of a father ſome por 
tion of a(tocke for his ſon, by the which being well emploied & 
encreaſed, the ſon ſhould in ſome ſpace of time purchaſe a good 
farme,were the friend,or the father,or the ſon to be tearmed the 
purchalerthereof i Itis plaine and manifeſt that none but the 
ſon. Why then if Chriſt; own righreouſnes inherent in himſclfe 
and impuredto vs be anew norigbteouſnes, & not the price of our 
redemption , but our owne inherent righteouſneſle procured of 
God our heavenly Father by the death of Chriſt,as by the medis« 
ation of our deareſt friend, then wee our ſclues are the purcha« 
ſers of everlaſting life , and fo our owne Saviours and redees 
mers, and are nofurther beholding to Chriſt for the ſame,then 
for that he hath procured for vs ſome portion of loue,repentice, 
obedicnce,and thelike,the which being well emploied and en» 
creaſed by our owne free will is the only price that is given for 
that heayealy purchaſe But tar bethis blaſphemous _ 
om 
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from the hearres of all erue and farthfull Chriſtians : ler it bee e» 
noughtorvsto entoy the true cf our ſalvation purchaled by 
Chriſt, let vs gue to lus owne moſt pure and perteR obedience 
thus glory, that weeſlscme it bee the only price that 1s or could 
bee equivalent vutorhat (o great and worchy a purchaſe . And 
whereasthe great & endlcile loue of God our Father eleting & 
wſtifying vs freely in Chriſt are the ſteppes vvheceby God deſ- 
cendech to vsto finiſh his worke heere begunnein vs, by bring» 
ing vs heere inthis lite to our ſanCtitication, and to our glotificas 
tion inthe lifetocome: and vvhereasalſothe Lorde in his high 
and admirable vviicdome hath appointed that this his greate 
and eadi:flcloue inclefing and wſtifitying vs freely in Chriſt, 
ſhould bee the only efteuall meanes to worke our converſion 
and ſanQ.fication,and the moſt (irong and forcible motive toin 
duce vstotheready performaunce ot all ſuch holy yyorkesas 
are the ſteppes and itaires to our glorification, let vs not pre- 
lumetopervertethis order and courſe ordayned by God in his 
greate wiſedome by ſetting the cart before the horſe, by turning 
all :opſie turvey, by changing the effeCtes into the cauſes, and 
the caules into the effeftes, by placing the higheſtſteppes in 
the loweſt roomes, and the lowel} in the highelt, by altring the 
firſt intothe laſt, andthe laſt intotbe firſt ; and yet all thisis 
cone by vs, if vveemake our ſanR.fication and good vyorkes 
the meritorious cauſes of the loue of God and of our eletion & 
juſtification by CHRIST , vvhich are buttheeffeResand 
ftrutesofrheſame, Nay rather ſeeing God hath not osly loved 
vs bur alſo hath made manifeſt the ſame vuto vs by his manifold 
bleſſinges, by giving our ſelues vato our (clues, :nd all this 
glorious vyorldetoour vicand ſervice, by giving vs hus ovvne 
deare (onne toiuſhfic vs by fhis bloode,. and toſanRific vs by 
his ſpite, and to leade va by his worde in the righe way to our 
full and final! glor:ficmtion, howe oughte wee to ſerue him that 
hath thus ſerved vs,and honcur him that hath honoured 'vs, and 
loue him that hath loved vs, & to be molt deſirous toteſltifhe rhe 
ſame by our careful & continual emploiment in all thoſe works, 
whuch he bumfclfe hath ordained for vsro walk in, &thatin moſt 
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ready and humble obedience voto his will, not onely becauſeir 
js holy & wſt, acceptable & welpleaſiog vnto himſeife, and the 
wil of him vnto whom we oweall obcdicnceiareſpet of his ſu- 
reme auQority over vs,but much more for that we are ſo deep» 
y endebtted vatohimin reſpeR of his infinite & endleſle mer 
cies.Scing the the wil of God mult be the rule & _ ofal our 
workes,or clſethey will grow much out of ſquare,therfore it c6- 
cerneth vs moſt nearely to make moſt diligent inquiry , by what 
meanes we may attaine to the aſſured knowledge therof,that ſo 
we may conforme our ſelues wholy therevnto, 
Theknowledge of the moſt certaine and vndoubted will of 


The ſure 


ed, _ God is now to be found only in the word of Godrevealed tothe 


is onely ro Prophets & Apoſtles by the ſpirit of God, & ſette downe by th 
be learned in the Canonical Scriptures. For as words aregiventovs of God 
our of the thattherby we might ſignify eachto other the ſece & meaning 
Canonical oc ur minds:eveſo haththe Lord himſelfereyealedtovsby his 


{criptures, ritten word whatis the meaning of his wil , & hath comanded 


'Deur,zo.u, V3toſecke forthe ſame onely fromthence . Thu commandement 
({aith Moſes) which / command thee thu day ts vot hidde fro thee, net« 
ther 14 it farre of: It is not in beaven that thou ſbouldeſt ſay, whoſhall gee 
©p into beaven and trmy it vnto v5,and canſe vi te beare it that we may 
doe it? Neuher w it beyond the ſea, rhat thou ſhowldeſt ſay, vvboſhallgoe 
over the ſea to breng it to 5, to cauſe vite heareit that wyee may doen? 
But the word @ neere unto thee even intby month avdin thy heart that 
thow mayeſt dee it . By which words we aretolcarne, that God in 
his divine and heavenly wiſedowe hath not appointed either an 
Angel from heaven , or a meſſengerfrom beyond the ſeasto bee 
theinſtruments wherby his wil may be related ynto vs,but only 
his holy word & ſacred c6mandemets. In truth ſuch is the pride, 
curiofity,ſuperſtition,and rebellion of ſotrith & ſinfull man,thar 
be ſetteth light by the meanes appointed by God for his beſt in- 
ſtruion, & would reedes haue one raiſed from the deade,or an 
Angel from heaven , to bring him tydings ofthe Lordes wil, and 
to make relation thereof, or elſe hee woulde receive it by tradi- 
tion from his aunceſtors,or by deſcent from his forefathers, The 
rich glutton _ in hell is ſaide to haue made his petition to 


Abraham berg in heaven,that he ſhould cauſc one to come w 
the 
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the deade to admon'ſh his brethren whom he had lefte alive be. 
hiade him, leaſt they alſo ihould come intothe ſame place of tor 
ments,Not that the damned ſpirits in hel are fo charitably affe« 
Red,that they could wiſh others ro be delivered fromthoſe miſe 
ries which they them(elues endure, wheras on the contrary fide 
they are ſo envious and malitious, thatthey envy at the happy 
eſtate of the bleſſed, and would haucall entangled with them in 
the ſame curſe, But the purpoſe of the parable1s to thew the va« 
aity of (uch as are aliue, who cotent not themſelues with the in« 
ſtruQi6 ofthe word, but needs wou!d be taught by a meſſenger 
from the dead. Now what is Abrahams anſwere tothis petition? 


They bawe (fauh he) Moſes aud the Prophets, (that is, the word of Luk 16,19, 


God ſett down in their writings) let them beare them, For howſo- 
ever many perſwade there ſclues that they ſhould verily belecue 
and amend their liues,if one ſhould ariſe trom the deade and ad. 
moniſh & warne them of the great dangerthey are ſubie vnto 
in reſpeR oftheir fins: yer it is a contrary reſolution from the ſpi- 
rit of God by the mouth of Abraham:lt they wil not heare Mo. 
ſes & the Prophets, neither will they beleevethough onerole a+ 
giine from the deade. | 

For if they will not be taught andreformed by ſuch meanes as 
Godin his d.vine wiſedome hath thought to be beſt for their in» 
ſirution & reformation,then ſurely al ſuch meanes muſt needs 
be of leſle force and efficacy,jwhich blinde & fooliſh man hath of 


himſelfernagined & conceaved . Andtherfore when the yaine 


people in the time ofthe Propher Eſay would needes be certifi- Efa.8.rg, 


edofthe Lords will by forcerers & comurers, & by informanss 
from the deade:W-t (faiththe Lord) from the living rothe deade? 
Doe yee appeale from the cenſure of theeternall and everliving 
Lord vnto the ſentence of ſuch as are deade? 7 othe lawe & to rhe 
teſtimony: forif they vvhich pretend ro certifie you of the vviil of 
the Lord ſpeake not owt of this voorde,ut w becanſe they bawe no l-ghr a 
them, And verely if we meanc to conſult with God and to have 
an anſwere from him concerning his will, wee muſt ſeeke for the 


ſame fi6 the divine Oracles of his ſacred word: & ifwe be deſirous Rom 3.2, 
to be partakers ofthe Lords coun(elics,our counſellowrs muſt bee Plai.1 19, 


the Lords 6wne bookes, For they are the Lordsteſtimonies 3nd 
af;er 
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after a ſort his \worne witneſſes to teſtify vnto vs all the truth & 
nothing bur the truth in all matters that concerne rhe glory of 
God & the ſalvation of our owne ſoules, They containe the full 
and whole wil and teſtament of our heavenly father, & the dil« 
poſition ot all ſuch bleſſings as he beſtoweth ypon his deare lou« 
10g children, & the preſcription of all luch dutics as he requireth 
at their hands, And yet there haue bin & (till are many who had 
rather ſecke for the maniteſtation of the will of God 1n the tradi« 
tions of their aunceſtors, & inthe examples of their forefathers, 


lob.4.20, thenin the very will & teſtament of God himſelfe , Our Fathers 


Verſ12, 


(faith the woman of Samaria)werſojppedrn 1h14 mount:but ye ſay that 
fernſalem u the place where men ought toworſhippe, The Samaritanes 
had forſaked the molt certaine & infallible rule ofthe yvricten 
word, & pretended the example of heir progenitors, & an olds 
tradition from their forefathers : Owr Fathers worlhipped in this 
mount.But what replieth our bleſſed Saviour vnto this ſo plau« 
ſible & glontous anallegution? yee worſhippeyee wote rot what : vve 
know what we worſhippe,& therfore ſalvatiois from ys. Sothe 


(cr.44.16-* Idolatrous lewes:The word (ay they ) that thou baſt ffoken town 


the name of the Lord,we will not heave it of thee but will doe whatſoever 

geeth ont of eny owne mouth,au to burue incenſe tothe Queene of beav, 
and to powre out our drmke-offring 1 to ber as we hawe done both we & our 
fatbers,onr hinges & our princes ms the cities of Indab & in the ſtreetes 
of leruſalem; for then bad we plenty of vitluals,and vuerewell,and felte 
woveevill, 

So mightely doth crooked cuſtome,& the example of carnal 
progenitors, & other carnal reſpe&ts prevaile with carnal & ſen, 
ſuall men:butthe ſpiritual! man is taught by the ſpirit of ruth to 
follow no ſuch deceaveable guids.We followed net({auh $, Peter) 


Pol. 6. deceaueable fables,whbi we opened unto you the power & commy of our 


—_— 


Lord leſme (briſt, but with our tics we ſawe bu glory: for bereceived ef 
Gedthe father honour & glory , when there came ſuch a voice vnto him 
from the excellent glory; This uw my well belowed (oune,in whom 1 am wel 
pleaſed, Aud this voice we beard when it came from beaven being vuith 
brew in the holy mount We haue alſo « moſt ſure word of the Ss ran 
#6 thewhich yer doe well that yee take beede , as vato a gh that ſhmeth 
iu a darke place, Wherby we learnethatthe word of God —_ 
re 


wy ie t co. oo cw - als hk tt a & coats oo 


_—SSAAS ADOdO © A nn #2 Sea «a a % tB AAS MN © 


ww. T1 TRhS wy YO 7 


THE TRIAL OF TRYTH. 


eed either by revelation from himſelfe, orelſe ſett downe by the 

ennes ofthe Apoſtles and Prophets is a molt ſure & vadeccaya- 
le teſtimeny of the Lords wil: wheras that which is delivered by 
tradition from hand to handehath oftentimes a mixture of de» 
ceaveablefablesin ſteede of pure and fincere truth: as the le- 
wiſh Thalmud, and the poptih Legende canteſtiic ſufficiently, 


And therefore for the ſafer cuſtodig andpreſer vation of the truth, ig -4K-1-4: 


pleaſed the (pirite of GOD thatthe Golpell firſt preached by 
the mouth of the Apoſtles and Evangeliſtes ſhould afterward 
be regiſtred by their ovvne pennes, and ferte doyyne vader 
their ovvoe handes, VUre have wor ( laith Irene ) by avporber 


hrowen thoſe thauges that belong 19 onr ſalvation, but by thoſe by whom lren [.3;2.7 


tbe Goipel came mo v1t the wobich they at the firſt publiſhed by 
wenth , and aftervuardes by the wvill of Goddelroered unto wamm the 
bely Seriptnres that is might bee the foundation and pillar of our 
ith, 

f The dofrine then delivered inthe Scriptures is a moſt ſare 
doarme,and hee that buildeth his faith thereon, buildeth vpon 
a moſt ſtronge foundation : but hee that buildeth vpon an 

thing elſe buildeth vpon theſlippery lande. /f anie rhroge air 


Chryloſtome) be ſpoken vwwithout the Scrigtare,the bnovnledge of the CHrylin 


bearer haliath , novue (faggering , nowve graunting , veuve dereffing 
the ſpeech as vaine, avd novve receiving the ſame 44 probable”: but 
wvhere the Scripture , the teſlrmome of GOD S vore commetb 
fortbit confirmeth the 1alke of the ow aud the minde of the hea- 
rer, And vercly vvee may bee fully aſſured thatto bee ſound 
and perfet vvhich is dehveredin the holy Scripture,the which 
vvholoever folloyverh vvalketh ſafely: andall other doftrines 
may bee fuſpeRed yvyhich the Lavve and the Prophets vvith the 
Goſpell doe not confirme . For as for our ovyne narrations 
and declarations they haue no credite at all yvithout the d1- 
vine bookes : and therefore if vve wil be accounted the teachers 
of truth,wee muſt not (et abroach our ovvne inventions or any 
manner of doArine received fra man, but only recite & rehearle 
our ofthe (criptures the done ot Chriſt our onely Door and 
tea.her . For humaneteſtimonies are not ſufficient aud allows» 
ble in divine matters, of what force and validity ſoever they bein 

R humane 
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humane affaires: to warrant divine mattersthey are not of ſuffict« 

ent aacority, albcit they be the revercd teſtimonies of Apolto« 

licall men.For they were apoſtolicall men on both ſides in the 

ficſt age of the primitiue church that conrended ſo eagerly about 

the obſervation of Eaſter,and pretended both apoſtolicall tradt- 

tiom& yet eyenſoneerethe Apoſtles time , on the one fide at 

ferinr, \ theleaſtthere wasin al likely-hood outa meerepretence. Wher- 
agg. | fore Icrome is bolde roavouch that the (word of the ſpirit which 
+ tsthe word of God doth ſtrike through thoſe things which withe 

out the auRorities & teſtimonies of the ſcripruce men doe finde 

out, & faine,asifthey had them by apoſtolical eradition, Cyprian 

CYP-©P.74 alſothought it tobe a ſufficient exception againſtany apoſtolical 
tradition, fit werenot written in the bookes of the Prophets & 

Apoſtles, For the Lord (faith he) doth teftifie that thaſe things aye tobe 

 » donewhieh areregiſtred mwruting as to Toſwah the ſonne of Nic. Let wot 

the booke of the lawe depart ont of thy month , but medutate therein day 

and mght,that thou mayſ} obſerve oF do all things that are written ther- 

#9, 1n all well ordred countries & kingdomes there is a common 

beame or ballance or ſealed weights & allowed meaſures for the 

= vation of juſtice & equitie, which would not vndaubtedly 

- be ſo welt kept,if every one were permitted to follow what meas 

—_— ſure he liſted, This common ballance among the Lordes people 
L Y —_ ' is the Lords owne word: & therfote when'any gocabout to meas 
* * *  ſuretheir faithor their workes by their owne good intentes and 
meanin2sorby the opinions & iudgments of men, it is as it were 

a taking tothemſelues of new ballance, & that is to be eſteemed 

no better then flat forgery: & theſe their meaſures are tobe bro» 

ken, & themfelues to be puniſhed, for that they preſume to re« 

tuſethe Lords weights & mealures, & to gette tothemſclues 0+ 

' ther oftheir owne deviſing. Whertore if we deſire to be rightly 
inſtruRted what 15the holy & perfeRe wil of God, & what are the 

things that belong to his ſervice,we muſt not now {eeke for 'any 

new revelation,nor forany information tobe given vs by Angels 

or by any fromthe dead,we mult not follow the cuſtowes ofthe 
multitude, nor ſay a conſpiracy to that whereto the people faith 

a conſpiracy,neither mult wee be overruled by the examples of 

our forcfathers, nor yet by the pretence of apoſtolike —_ 

ccing 
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ſeing all theſe are but falſe ballances & vncertaine & deceavea« 

ble guides. The bouks ofthe Prophers & Apoltles are the onely 

juſt ballances, &the onely ſure & infallible ceachers that will nor 

m:ſlcad vs,nor carry ys into errors, Wherefore moſt holeſome 18 

the counſell of the preacher: Y/hben thou geeſt vp ({aith hee) tothe £014 ' 7s 
bonſe of God take heede to thy forte, be more readyto bearegthen to of= 

fer the ſacrifice of feoles: for they know not that they doe evil, Our natue 

rall l;ghtin divine matters is grofle darkenes, & our fleſhly wiſe. 1-C07-3-19. 
dome 1s meere follic:and therfore he that will come tothe houſe 

of God, & there offer yp toGod as parte of his ſervice any thing 

either drawen out of his owne fooliih'braines,or taken fro others 

like to himſelfe,he doth offer to God the (acrifice of fooles:where 

as he that is affcaide tothruſt ypon God his owne or other mens 

follies, & therfore is ready to harke moſt diligztly to the word of 

the molt wiſc God the full fountaine & wellpring of all erue wiſe 
dome,heisin theready way to offer to God that ſervice vyhich 

is molt gratetull and acceptable ynto him as being moſt a you 
ble co his owne will, And no doubt but that hereot it was, that in 
the anciet church of the ewes every Saboth day, whethe Lords 

pcople went vp tothe Lords houſe to perform that ſervice which 

was accFptable ynto him,the bookes of Moſes were read & ex+ AQ.15.31. 
pounded,asic may appeare by the hiſtory of Nehemiah & by the 
common praQtiſe of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, For this cauſe in the : 
primitiue church all bookesthat vvere not Canonicall vvere in —_ 
ſome Chriſtian churchesforbidden to bereadintheir publike af- ©, cu 
ſcblies:& in thoſe churches where there was atolleration of ſome 
books to be read that were Apocripha;that was done,not 28 if a= 
ny point of faith could ſufficiently. be confirmed by their auQtort« 
ty, but for the edification of manners by the enſamples ofthe (er- 
vantes of GO D thereinremembred, vvhoſe lives vvere fra- 
med according vnto the Lavve of GO D, and according 
vato the rules ofthe Canonicall Scriptures . For vvee ovght 
notto folloyve the holiclt of the Saintes , bur vvith this 're« 
ſiriftion., as they follovve CHRIST . Bee jolorners (faith 
Saint Pau'e) of mee 4s { arts of (HH RIST, Sothat if the A- 
poltle himſelf in any thing , bee it never fo little, decline 
ftomGOD , and tune out of the dircRe vvyaic of his com 
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mandements,we muſt rurne from him:ifhe le-ue God , wemuſt 
leauc him: only 1n-what things he moſt yprightly walketh vvith 
God, in thoſe thinges vve are bounde ro waike with him ſteppe 
by ſteppe, andtrotollow his holy and godly example . But the 
precepts of a ſincerefaith and of an holy life deliveredin the Ca« 
nonicall {criptures doe in all pointes icade vs directly toGOD, 
and in the leaſt iote andtittle chereot they arc vnerring and vn« 
deceiueable reachers, and therefore they arc robeeenm braced 
and fo. lowed vvithour any imitation or reftrifion at alt, The 
Plal.19 7. fawveof the Lorde {faith Divid) s per fef-andeonverteth the ſoule, 
and needeth a9 ſupply tohe madetherevato : He thar adderh 
' anythingtothe fame letter but arotten patch vote a new and 

whole garment. 
Yeawheress ſuch is our forgetfulnes andreadines rolet ſlippe 
2,Pct.1.12, outot our hearces holy things, that (ti]| vvee hauc neede to bee 
remembred and to bee put in mindeof the ſame : and yvhereas 
fuch is our {{acknefle and lazineſle in walking on forvyard in the 
Lordes.yvaies, that (till yyee haue needero havethe ſpurre in 
our ſides, {the holeſome and. heavenly inſtruAions of che Ca» 
nonicali ſcriptures being the meancs appointed by Godþpothro 
. remember vs at all times of our duety toyvardes God, and alſo 
The F-ich. © [iirre vs vp- continually to the performaunce of the ſame); 
ful tca- Ehereforethe dilligene teaching}, heanog, and-meditating ther- 
ching,hea= ofhath-beene iudgedto be the molt principall , yea the only ne- 
xinz,and ceflury duety of afaithtull Chriſtian, and a meſt certaine token 
OO of our viifewed loue towarde God, and an evident marke of a 
go Gad « trucſeryantol Chiiſt;. O Martha Harths ( laith ourbleſſed 
tc moſt Saviow') 1h50mart trout led about many rhmger, but one thug tu neteſſa« 
principall wie 2 1 Mary bath choſen the beſt parr vobich ſhall uever bee takew from 
Up — hor. Now Martha was troubled about many things which were 
7 5 provided forthe better entertainmenr of Chriſt himlelfe #nd his: 
"x Faic Null diſciples;but Mary was bufied abouc the careful entertainement 
chriſtan, and laying vpin her.heart of the divine inſtructions of Chriſtes 
Luk. 10-49. heavenly dodtrine 2 and thereforeit 15 a farre more acceptable 
worke to haue care that our ſoules be fedde wnhGO DS holy 


worde,then with our bodily ſuſtenaunce to refreſh the bodies of 
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GODY deareſt Saintes : yea it is after a ſort the only, orat 
the lea{tthe moſt neceffary ducty ot all ether , trom rhe which 
vvcought in noctaſe to be hindered, no not forthe performance 
of any other ducty . V Vhen complainte yvasmade to the A- 
poſiles for fome diſorder that vyas committed aboute the provi- 
ding for the povre , and as ir feemeth it was required at their 
kandes, that they th-mſclues ſetting aſide the preaching'of 
the vvo-de for a tine ſhhulde more throughly lovke intothar 
matter, andrettrefic the abufe, they aunlyyere peremprorelie, 
that it vvas not meete that they (houlde leaue the worde and 
ſerve tables : and thereforethey commutting that bufineſle of 
leſle importaunceto menrof menner giftes, themſelucy poſlel- 
ng the hi:h:{iroomes10 the Church , and beioy endued with: 
the greateſt gifres, employed themſelyes in continuall prater 
and preaching, as betng the greateſt and chicfeſt dueties. And 
verily it iss more glonous vvorke to builde the {pirituall remple 
of GOD inthe heartes ef the faithfull by the preaching ofthe 
vyoorde , then to crete a ſumpruous temple of lanes and 
ſtares for the outvvarde exerciſe ofthe ſervice of God :'-itis a 
farre more excellent yyorke bythe ſcedeof thenevre birthto 
beget many children to God and foro enlarge the kingdome 
of heaven, then by our vycalth vviſedome andprovvefle_to 
enrich and enlarge any earthly kingdome: it 1s a farre more ex-- 
ccilent vyorke to feede the ſoulesthat areready tofamiſh, with 
the bread of fe , then to frede the bodies of ſuchas vvant, with 
ourtemporall luſtenaunce : It is a farre more excellenryvorke- 
to bring thoſe chat fit 1n darckeneſle and in the-ſhaddowe of 
death tothe viſion of G OD by the l1ghr ofthe vynocrde, then 
ro deliver them out of bodylv- bondage and to enrich: them 

with all earthly and temporall commodicies. 'For our falt vift-" 
on of G O'D'1s the cauſe of our pei tet biefſedneſte: forharwhe 

vve thallfee him vvith openface, then ſhell vvee be perfely 

blefled, and the nearer inthis life yye cometo behold hin the 

nearer we come rothis our perfet bleſlednes : nowhere mn this 

hfe wee behold him principallyin rhe glaffe of his worde.efpeci- 

ally mrhe mirtout ot the glotious goſpelliof CHRIST, nnd 1.Cor.z.18 » 
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therefore the more often and the more reverently wee contem« 
plate the ſame, and the more (criousis out ſtudy and meditation 
therein,the nearer we come tgour perfect bleſlednes, Wherforg 
it was not without cauſe chat our Sav.our himſelte a little before 
his aſcenſion into heauen did ſotraightly charge Peter a princts 

all man among his Apoitles,that it hee did loue him more then 
the relt he ſhould feede his ſheepe more then thereſt, and by his 
continuall holding oucof the light of the word he thoulde brin 
the Lordes peopletothe viljion of God as tothe chicfelt bleſſing 
of God,, andtothe caufe of all other bleſſing: And hereof it ig 
that on the Lordes day which is eſpecially dedicated tothe er- 
vice of God,the Lordeſpecially requireth both of Prieſt & peo» 
ple, that they houlde principally be emploiedin the teaching, 
hearing, & meditating ofthe holy word of God as being not on« 
ly init ſelfe a principal worke, but allothe cauſe of al good works, 
and of the whole worſhip and ſervice of God. And thertore whe 
this ſo principal and neceſſary a worke began to be neglefted as 
mong vs Engliſhmen, when the ſeryice of God according yato- 
the.order of Gregary began to be eftabliſhed in our churches, b&; 
the people had their ſenſes latiſfied more with ſweete ſoundes & 
goodly ſhewes,then their ſoules fed wththe heavenly toode of 
the word, Venerable Bede,albeithe bare greatreverence tothe 
church ofRome,could not refraine himſelfe, but that he muſl yt- 
ter his great diſlike thereof in;plaine tearmes: Heretefore\(aith he) 
infleede of theſe thmgs the procpel ſervictof God conſiſted in the pre» 
chiwg of the gofpell aud m the bearwy of the wordof God. 

Neuther myſt we imagine that there was more need of the dili- 
ger preaching & hearing ofthe word of God in former ages,then 
15 naw, or {hal be rothe end of the world:not only for that,whee 
ther we he baptiſed or yabaptiſed,and deſcend cither from faith 
full orfathlefle progenitors, we are all without any difference ec» 
qually by natweblmd and ignorant of God,and therfore ſtande 
in necde to have the lainpe of the worde alwaies borning in our 
hands,ifwedefire to be preſerved from continuallſtumbling & 
falling z but alſo for thatthe moſt part of all that profeſlethem- 
ſelues Chriſtians content thermſelnes with an outward proteſſi6 
of the faith, albcit they feele no inward converſion, and _ - hee 
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ſclues to be hoale when they are hcke even to death, and there- 


fore hauc need of the more ſpiritual phylicke, becauſe this their 
e{tate1s molt dangerous of all, anid (uch perſons of al! otherare 


moſt hardly to be recovered . Forwhy did Publicanes and har- Moc.11 21, 
lots ſooner enterinto the kingdorne of God then the Scribes & 5 1na4es) 
'Phariſies?and why would Sodom haue repeuted before Caper. 
naum?but for that all ſuch as content theiclues with an outward then a co. 
ſhew of piety and godlines are fu-thelt of indeed from true piety terteir chri 


and godlines. Seeff thou a man ( faith Solomon ) that « wiſe in kts ſtan'and a 
NOLUTIOUS 


owne eies,there ts more hope of « foole then of ſuch an one, Soſcell thou 


ſwaded that he is ficke,wil not beperſwadedrto rake phyſick, & 
therefore is paſt all hope of recovery:he that will not bee perſwa- 
ded that he is out of the way,will never be perſwaded to feek for 
a guide,and therfore will never come intotheright way, Wher- 
fore neyer more neede rhen nowe, that the Lorde ſhoulde even 
force vpon vs as faithful guides the doAtrineof his holy Apoſtles 
and Prophets;and never more need then now that otir heavenly 
phyſition ſhou'd even conſtraine vs ofrentimes to receie hisſpt. 
ritus! phyſicke:and not only in reſpeR of thoſe thacare Chriſti- 
ans only in ſhew,who are otherwiſe paſt all hope of recovery, buc 
alſo inreſpeR of thoſe that are true Chriſtiansindeede, who yer 
notwithſtanding ar: ſo diſterpered and cafie, thar without the 
continual adminiftring of this ſpiritual phyſtckethey wil by one 
ghoſtly ficknes orother ſoone fall into greatdanger: yea vnleſle 
theſe men be (hl feeding on this foed, they wil ſoone become (o 
weake and feeble, that they will not bee able to doe the Lordes 
worke:vnleſlethey beſtil morſtened with theſe cxleſtial ſewers 
they wil become truitleſſe and veeld a ſma[l harvelt : vnleſſe by 
this net they ate ſtil drawneour ofthe ſea of their ſins, they will 
ſinke deeper & deeper, vntil they be drowned: vnleſſethis light 
beſtil in their hands,they will tumble and fall into the pit of des 
ſtrution:vnleſle this voice of the great ſhepheard dothſtilfe nd 
in their eares,they wil nothing but wander and go aſtray: ynlefle 
this 
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recovery who albeit hee were more dangerouſly ficke, yet hath bling by- 
not ſo ſtrong an opinion pf his own health, Forit isa good ſtep to pocrite- 


health to know a mans owneſicknes): but he that cannot he per- pat 
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this ſpurre be ſtil in their ſides,they wil ſone be at a ſtand,,& give 
over their journey: vnleſlc theſe bellowes be (til blowing,he fire 
of their zeale wil loone goe out. As may appear by the examples 
of thoſe renowned ſeryants of God Zorobabell & loſuah & the 
reſidue of that holy remnant of the people of God which reture 
nedeut of the captivity of Babilon ; who were ſaone moucd to 
give over the building of thetemple of God,and to ſettle theme 
leluestotheir owne comodries & pleaſures, vntill by the vvard 
of the Lord out of the mouth ofthe Propher Haggey they vyere 
efteRually ſtirred vp vnto the finithing ofthe LOR DS worke, 
Whertore no maryaile that al the faithful ſervants of God knows 
ing the great neceſſity of having continually in'their handes and 
harts the moſt holeſome inſtructions & admonitions of the word 
of God, doe exhort one another zealoully atter this manner ſay- 
wgC.ome letce vs gaeyptothe mountaine of the Lorde, tothe 
houſe of the God of Iacob:and he will teach vs hislawes, and we 
will walke in his pathes, They wil not walke in the vvaici of the 
vngodly,nor ſtand inthe waics of ſinners , nor fitte inthe ſeate 
ofthe ſcornefull; and why?theirdelight is in the law ofthe Lord, 
andin that law they doe exerciſe chemſclues day and nighttand 
thereby they becowelike erees planted by the water fide, which 
bring torth their fruite in due ſeaſon avhoſe leaves never wither, 
Andno marvaile though they prove ſuch frunful crees, ſeing ap 
are ſo plentifully watered with ſuch holeſome dewes:whereas a 
ſuch as refuſe todrinke in continually thoſe holeſome droppes, 
being planted in the dry wiidernes ofthis barren world, become 
withered and deadetrees good for nothing, buttobeehewen 
downe and caſtintothe fire, 

Sccing thentherell;gious reading,hearing,and meditating of 
the worde of G ODisnot onelyin it ſelfe a very excellent good 
worke anda principall partof the ſervice of God which us ro bee 
performed as every day ſo eſpecially ypon the Lords day, but al- 
ſoathemeauetobegerre and bring forth every good worke and 
to further the whole ſervice of God, & tolead the people tothe 
behoulding of God andtotheir perfe and abſolute bleſſednes; 
what then may we iudge ofthe vvorkes ofthe Church of Rome, 
and of her manner of ſerving ofGOD , and of her leading 5.of 
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the people tothe beholding of GOD and totheir perfefte and 
abſolute bleſlednes,tecing ſhee keepeththis word of GOD faſt 
ſhutte vp fromthe greatelt part otthem vnderthelocke and key 
of a ſtraunge tongue, and debarteth them fromthe continuall 
reading thereof, yea from the reading thereof altogeather: and 
not onely ſo, butalſochargeth our Church to lay a ſtumbling 
blocke before the people, and to miniſter occaſion vnto them 
offolling into herefie, forthat wee not onely allowe but alſo ex- 
hort them to havetheir continuall and dayly reſort to the ſame, 
that ſo they might be enabled to know the truth,and to diſcerne 
it from taiſhood & lies,not receiving any doAtrine vpon the bare 
credite of their teachers, but trying it by this touchltone before 
they receive it for currant and good, 

But if hereby we ſett opef.a doore toerrour & hereſie,thE did The 46. 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles doethe ſame before vs , and many alſo &rineof 
Apoſtolical men , For our Saviour himſelte willeththe people ro 21 teachers 
{earch the Scriptures, andno further to give credite to his *** - _ 
oyvne Doarine , then they ſhoulde finde it approved by thoſe ns 
vvitneſſes , And the Berzans are commended for ſearching yed. 
the Scriptures , and forputting into thoſe ballances the veric lob.5.39. 
doarine ofthe Apoſtle Saint Paule,that ſothey might ſee whe, 2817.17, 
ther it would holde weight , For (as Auſtine teacheth)all other 
ballances are deceitfull : andtherefore in his controverſies with "4 
the Donatiltes, he appealeth to them, and vvill haue bis cauſe _ _s 
to bee yveizhed onely therein, And isit not the commaunde- wn 
mentof CHRIST himlſelfe giventothe people , Beware of falſe Math.7,r5. 
Prophets which come to you in ſheepes cloathing,& therfore cannot ea» 
fily be diſcerned, vnrill their cloakes be traken{from them, & a due 
viewe be taken of them by their portraitures and reſemblances 
moſt I1acly drawen out onely bythe penfill otthe Prophets and 
Apofiles ? Doth not S. Tohu alſowill che Chriſtian congregation 
not to beleeve everie Fpirite, but to trie the firites whether they bee of cloh.4.r, 
Go4or no, (eeing eventhen in hislife time many falſe Prophets 
were gone out into the world ? For he isa foolethat beleeveth e.. Prov.14.rs 
very thing : and the tointes of true wiſdomearetheſerwottirſ} 
fo bee ſober in our owne opinions, and ſecondly notto beeto 


kaſty in giving credit to others, Proweall rhwg;((aith the Apoſtle) , The 5.21 
S | wo 
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but approwe that which i good, even that which 1s found to be fo by 


ſufficient triall, Yea he was not only contented to have his owne 
doCtrine tobee tried, bur allo giueth a ſtraite charge that the 
ſame be diligenthte done: / freke { (aith hee) as rothem thar have | 
x.Coc 10.15 vnderſtanding , vwdge yee what [ſay ; and his commaundemente is, 
that all other teachers be ſubicR alſo tothe ſame [1we , Lere the 
1.C07.14.29 Prophets fpeoks twoor three andlet the other indge, V V hectare Orie 
Oig.in lo. o 
hom.z, genlipeaking vnto the people faith vato them : Doe yee 1hat 
vohich tu woruten , thats, that one Sprakorg all the reſt exaonmes 
So ({aith he) vubiles [ fpeake that vuohich [ thinh+, dre yee aiſcerne 
Ambr.cp. yphat © right, and vobat i othervviſe , And Saint Ambroſe 
_—_— doth exaſperate his auditory azainſt his adverſarie Auxentivs , 
| * for that hcereſuſed to haue hiscavſe heard and tryed by the 
cenſure and judgment of the people , eArxentixs ( (ath hee 
ſpeaking to the people) knowumy you ne 16 bee tynorant of the 
faith bath ſhunned your indgetment , aid. hath choſen foure or five 
heathen men. Then in that bire hath chafen Infidelt be ts vyorthis 
ts bee condemned of Chriſtians: beraufe hee hath veicBedi the Ape 
files precepre , wobere het ſa: Dare any of you having wght againſ} 
avorher bee indjtd vader the vnthſt , andnot ratber under the Sainte? 
Tee fee that wohich bee bath offered, is xg aint the » Apoſtles anforny, 
But vohat feike Tf the «Apoſtle vvhenthe LOR DE bunſelfe 
proclaimeth by the Prophet: Heare yee mee O my people , that kuow 
vobat belonpes to indigment , in voheſe hearte my Lavve w. GOD 
laith, Heareyeemee O my people that knovve indg ment ; Auxentina 
fath , yee knovue not hovve ro indge; ee ſet that hee contemmerh 
6 O D #nyou vobich refaſeth this ſentence of the heavenly oracle : far 
the people te obeſe hearts th: lavve of God #w,doth indge , UUbo thee 
FOIL: you vvrong ? Hee that refuſeth , or hee that referreth him ſelfe te 
your audience, Whzrtore to be ableto diſcerne the (pirites and ro 
ditinguith truth from falſhoode, and verity from vanity, is nor a 
ſpecial eff proper to a few, bur a generall grace commonto al the 
Lords people. For as the natural man 1s able to diſcerne holeſome 
foode from vnholeſome valeſſe his body be infeted with ſick- 
neſſe, and hisraſt diſtempered wich ſome corrvupte humor : ſo 
the ſpirit 1all man is able to diſcgne the foode of the ſoule, 
and to diſtinguſh falſhoods from truth, voleſlc his _— by 
tage 
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4 blinded with-errour, and his indgment corrupted with ſcme 
, preiudicate opinion ; According as our Saviour himſclte hath lob 10, 
w lerte it dovvne as a property belonging to all his ſheepe, "4+ 
« | that they doe knovve his voice from the voice of a {tran- 


if ger, and are ableto diſcerne the theepheard from the wolfe. 
And verely hovve othervviſe could they ſhunne the wolte 
and follovy the ſhepheard ? Hovve could theyflye falſhood 


pf that leadeth to deſtruion,andg embrace the truth to the ſalva- 

5 tion of their ſoules? 

4 Yea but ( faith the compoſer of the Ward-yyord ) ifthe Th: due 
" people may iudge ofthe doQtrine of their teachers , and "rad 


, every one may make choice according to his oyyne private gur reach- 
fancy, is not this the hizh and open vvay to errour and ersbythe 


M hereſy ? It is ſufficiently declared before, that the people touchitone 
" ought to try andto dilcerne by the Scriptures the dotnne _ ſcrip 
w of their paſtors and teachers, and toapproue of that only which Re 
+ is azrecable to that foundation of truth , but not of that which falling in- 
7 belt firreth cheir owne private fancies,or the fanciful opinions of to hereſie 
4 any other. For we muſt not drawe our paſtors and teachers before > ot fin- 
” the conſiſtory of our owne harts,toreceivetheir cenſure &iudg- 4,5 
& met fro our ſelues, but before the tribunal ſear of the word of 60d. 
a For as for our ſelues wee muſt not preſume to pronounce any 
4 deftnitiue ſentence, but we muſt giue our aſſet & conſent to that 

ſ&tce which we ynder{ti{dto be pronoficed by that iudge, And 
% if we be defirous rightly to vnderſtid what is the ſcrence of that 
| iudge,we muſt renolice our own iudgince which we haue drawen 
” ether fr6 the blindties of our corrupt nature,or elſe fro our evil & 
” badde education,& we muſt become fooles that is, codernne all our 1 Cor.1,14 
,” own thoughts of extrethe folly,if we be deſirous to be partakers 
- of that wiſdome, which is to be learned out ofthe word of God 
; the folitsine & wel(pring of all wiſdome, We muſt moſt hibly & 
6 devoutly reſort ii our praiers tothe father of light,that he would 
F cable vs to behold our own blindnes & darknes: & haue our con« 
x tinual recourſe to his holy word, which is alanterne to our feete 
and a light to our pathes,that ſothe ciesof our mind being Iight- 
- ncd we may attaine toa {ound and yncorrupt iudgment, and be 
1 able to diſcerne falſhoode from truth , For if 1hew rall for known» 
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ledre, audcrie for wnderfranding , and ifthow ſeche for hiv as for [ile 
ver, aud ſearch for ker as for treaſmrer,then (hal: thou v1derſtenae rhe 
feare of the Lord,and finds the kyewlecge of God . eA (corner mdced{cee 
beth kxowledge and findeth it zot ; but vwiſedome ts exfic tolure thiamdll 
v1derftande, The wwvorae of Ged((anh Origen ) #& ſbi vppe againſt 
the vegligent © but it s open to them. that ſeche and kaocks, Mania 
thinges ( faieth the Apoltle ) are herde rother that are cull of 
bearrg, and are ynexpett in the vyordeof righteouſnes, and 
haue not their yvittes exerciſed through longe cultome to dife 
cerne betvycence good andevill. Bur if vvce have our continu 
all reſorte ynto G O D by praier, and bee dayly exerciſed in 
rcading and meditating onthe vvorde of GO), and lay ,it as 
our ſure ground-worke andfoundation of ai} trueth, vvee ſhall 
not iong bee negleRted, neither {hal our labour bee1n veinewa 
th: Lord, but we ſnaibelizhtned with the knowledge of all ſuch 
things,as ſhalbe neceſſary to our own lalvation, 

Marcus e/£milius Sc+urus when he was accuſed to haue recei= 
ved mony to betray the common vvealthbegannein his ovvne 
defence after this manner : It is, O'yze Romancs, an harde 
courſe, yyhereasI hauelived in one place,to giue an accounte of 
my life in another, yet I vvil be boid to make vnto you this one 
demaunde. VARIVS SVCRONENSIS faiethchar, 
MARCVS AEMILIVS SCAVRYVS beeing corrup- 
ted vvith bribes hath purpoſed tobetray the people of Rome, 
MARCVS AEMILIVS SCAVRVYSdenicth humiclfe 
to be guilty of any ſuch crime t To vvhichof vs vvill yee giue 
credite? The platnetife and the defendant beeing only named, 
the people (traight-yyaies refuſed ro take notice of fany (uch ac» 
cuſation. So may the vyorde of God contained in the Canonie 
caliScriptures complaine of great vyronge offered jvnto her b 
the Church of Rome and ſay: Ohyec Papiites yee hauc works: 
lcd meein your ſchooles and aſſemblies out ofthe ſeat of iudge- 
ment as I vvas delivered vnto you in my originalles, and om of 
the handes of the people mtheir vulgarand knowne languages 
and tongues, and haueacculed mee to bee darke and obſcure, 
and full of ambiguities, and harde to bee vaderſtoode : but I 
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Place, and pleine and eaſie to him that vill underſiande: And now »,p.y, 
vviuch of vs, I praye you, deſerue to bee credited the niore? Pros, 
Surelye hee is moſt yvorthyeto bee deceived, that vvill giue 
more credire tothe [l.underous acculation of the Antichriſtian 
Church of Rome then tothe molt evideat and plainetel{limo» 
nyeot the vvaorde of God tor the clearing andiullifying of it 
leife. 

Nowethen ſeeing that our doRtrine is plaine, that wee muſt 
renounce our ſelucs and our ovyne fancies, and condemne all 
our owne imaginatives cf blindueſle and folly, and continual» 
ly reſort by our prayer toGoY, and by ourſtudy vato his yyorde. 
as vatothe onely vnerring teacher ofalltruech , allowing of no 
oneipointe of faith, that 15not moſt evidently (et dovvnein che 
Canonical Scriptures, therefore wee ire molt vniuftly charged 
tc reach the people tomake choice of their faith according vara 
their owne priyatefancies, and foto open a dcore ynto hereſte; 
yyhereas in trueth the Church of Rome herſelfe reaching the 
people in divine matters ſomeyyhattorelye vpontheſnaturall 
light ofcheir owne vnder!tandings,and vpon the choice of their , _, _ , 
owae tree vvill, as hkewiſe ypon the cenſures of Popes and ca» "=. etgel 
nons of Councels {which may deceiue and bee deceived, wher- The &o- 
of:!:clotterm1iy correthe former as experience taught Saine frine of | 
Auzuſt:ne toiudge) and vpon traditions and vauritten vetities, 2< #ordot 
hatch giuen thei occſton ro muke choice of ſuch things, as ſhal age" 
beit Iretheir owne fancies, and bee molt agreeableto the hu-'aiveir wet 
mours of 1nen, 3nd fo hath ſet them in the re: dy way to embrace cnbraced 
errcurmniteed of truth,and tofall trom verity into damnable he- By cnc 
refte, That dofrine we may be ſure is ſound & catholike which ranges and 
hath his foundation in the Canooic:[ſcriptuces: the which hath'q,;,.. ,x 
his 2uthorty from the firſt author,and nor'from the profeſlours* mea ace 
thereofchewhichis not to be condemned for private and fingu- privace ?l-, 
lar, aber it beeembraced but by one man. For as Panormitan Þ<* ev 
coulde avouch , one ſingular man alleadging Scripture is ro', 10 
bee preferred before a generall Councel!l : asit vvas pur in pra- yer fg "hang 
ile inthe Councell of Nice, vvherethe ſentence of Paphnu» ny 
tius vyas preferred before the general! opinionof the-vyhole '-Kin.'9 10 
s/lemb!ly, Elias, leremias,and other of the propbets, that vvere 4 ropay 
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raiſed vpby God in their ſeveral times toreforme the worſhippe 
ot God chit was generally corrupted, had fewe and fo.netmes 
none at all, ro aſſilt themin the execution cf their cha 7+, bur 
were afrcra ſort if: alone tocontend and (}riue with the vy hole 
earth: and yctthei propheſiesand interpretations of Scriptures 
were not condemned by any of the faithfull for private and (in- 
gular, tor thui(as S.Peterteltificth)they proceeded nut from the 
wil of man,but from the motion of the ſpiritof God . So in the 
primitive churchalbeit Liberws biſhop of Romeſtocd after alort 
al: ag1iolſt the Arrians in the defence of the moſt Catholike 
doQrine of the divine nature of the coeſſcntial and. conſubſt 1n« 
tial fon of God,and in! erpreted the ſcripturesfor the confirmati« 
on of that faith , yet his alovenes made not his interpretations pri- 
vyare,but that they were molt catholike and ſounde. For whatſo« 
ever proccedeth from men,be they few or many,that is tobera, 
ken for private and vnſounde,and certainely in the ende it ſhall 
come to nought ; whereas not onelote or tittle of the law ſhal 
periſh, tilal things be fulfilled, 

Vader the time of the law, for that in the bookes of Moſes all 
poiats of faith were not ſer downewith ſuch perſpicuity &plain- 
nes,that they could be ſofully & eaſily vnderſtood then,as they 
may now vnder the goſpel, therfore the Lord raiſed vp vnto the 
many vnerring interpreters for the ſupplying ofthar defet. Yet 
hee did not giue any ſuch ordinary and perpetual priviledge to 
the ſucceſſors;of Aaron,that they ſhould be alwaics maintamers 
of cruth(albeir they made claime to ſuch a prerogative, as it may 
appeare by their own vaunts, T be law ſhall not periſh from the prieſt, 


wor connſell fr 6 the ancient:)burt he raiſed vp Prophets extraordina - 


nily,when and where he thought good, who were priviledgedin 
deed from falling into herefie, and from the miſtnterpreting of 
the law of God, and by them hereformed al ſuch abuſes as were 
crept into his owne worſhip and ſervice, But now alrevelations 
are ceaſed, and therayfang vp of vnerring interpreters is come to 
an end,for that in the wntings of the Apoſtlesand Eyangeliſls al 
points of faith neceſſary to lalvation are ſer down with al perſpi- 
cuity and plainenes, and for thatalſo there is very great aboun- 
dance of the ſpirit givea to al the faithful ſeryits of Chrift, which 
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dy of thole holy bookes, T he A poltle Saint John writing to the 1lok.z, ry, 
church concerning deccivers,tellerh the tathful,thatthe means 
wheiby tht y nuſt be armed againftthem, isro hold faſt that do« 
Qrine which they had heard from the beginning], the which be- 
ing throughly fetted in their hearts by the effeltuall working of 
the (ſpirit of God , wherewithal they were before annointed and 
made chn{tans,they needed notthat any man ſhould reach the. 
Not that the continual miniſtery of paſtours and Doors is nor 
{til needfuil for the people of (50d ; butthe meaning is, that the 
doQrine firlt taught by the mouth ofthe Apoſtles , & afrerward 
ſer downe in their Canonical writingsis fo plaine, evident, and 
ful rothe ſervants of Chriſt which ate endued with his ſpirit, thae 
they need not now,asvnder the law, any vnerring reacher ordi- 
nary or extraordinary for the further opening of any neceſlary 
point of faith,which otherwiſe mightbe fecrer and lye hid, And 
ſoalſothe Apoſtle torhe Hebrews reacheth out of the booke of 
the Prophet leremy. Thi « the teſtament that [ will make math the Heb. 8.19, 
houſe of Ifrael after theſe daies, faith the Lord: I will put my {aws im thew 
mindes,and m their beartes wilt I write thew,and I will be their God,and 
they ſnallbee my people : and they ſhall u& more teach one another ſaymg, 
k0w the Lord: for they ſhall allknoto me from the greateſt vntothe leaſt 
Not(as I ſaid before)that the miniffery 6f reachirig by ordinarie 
pallou:s ſhould ceaſe amongſtvs, which is ſtill moſt behoucfull 
both corenew the memory of thoſe things which we know, 'ſce-+ 
ing weare (tilready roforget , andto teach betterthoſethiuges 
which we know but in parr,and '#!fo thole things which 25 ver we 
know not at al, (forthe moſt sk:iiful my proceede from knows 
Jedgeto kaowledge):but that there ſh Ibenow noneede: fury 
yacrring interpreter toopen any necellaty port of faith which 
otherwile would be altogither viiknown. For al neceſſary things 
arc ſer downe loplainly m the bookes ui the Apoſtles and Evans 
geiifts by him tha was beſl able to write even rot: capacity of 
th- molt ſimple,who cauſedalſothoſe bookes tobe penned nor 
toobſcure bur colighten cthetruth, chat the lambe may wad*- in 
them without danger of drowming, and drinke moſt plentituily 
of choſe yyaters of life : yea the yvay of Gods ſervice 1» nowe {o 
plaine, 
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7 plaine, thatthe _y fooles cannot erre therein , The pointes of 
s Leary faith contained m theſc bookes needenenther to begge credue, 
C y - 
to ſalvaris Nor totake light from the wruings & expolitios of men, but haue 
arclecre their credite in themſelues, & take theic l:ghr from themſfelues, 
downe 10 &c ome light & credu bothtothe perſor, & alſo tothe bokes of al 
pramey”” other whoſoever,that have anycredite orlight inthem. And the 
the bookes | | . © 
of thenew Maine grounds of faith contained in themſtand ypon their owne 
teſtament, £round, & haue in them(ſclues molt manifeſt perſpicuity,that the 
that allthe mind paſſing through many forms of op-nions being once light» 
fanhfull ned therwith,may reſolve & ſettle his ful aſſent & conſeat vpon 
res thewithourthe helpe of any vnerring Interpreter, yea withour 
ſame with- he helpe of any Interpreter at all.For what containe the bookes 
ourthe ofthe newteſtament, but the vncovering of that which was co- 
helpe ofan yered in the old?Now if thoſe things be vacoveredalready,what 
Iicernee, neede haue they of a further vncovering?Vnleſle we thinke that 
m——_— the Apoſtles themſelues,which had the greateſt meaſure of the 
withouit _ , and the largeſt portion of knowledge inthe miftcries of 
the helpe God,had ether not ſo good skill or will toſert downe plainly in 
ofanyin- their Canonicall writings all points of faith, as their ſchollers and 
a  fucceſſorsbadintheirwritings which are not Canonicall, The 
" - truthisthatallthinges ooretn vnto ſalvation are novve n.oft 
plainly deliveredin the bookes of the new teſtament: & the beſt 
Interpreters doe not by their expoſitions bring avy new light at 
all vnto them, bur pointe az it were with the | that light 
which is in them,that we may turne our cics vpon it, &to 44, an 
with them behould the ſame:they bring no grounds and princi- 
ples of their owne,that thereby they may lighten the doQtrine of 
the ſcripture;but they hould out the grounds & principles ofthe 
ſcripturcit ſelfe,thattherby they may lighten all that is obſcure. 
For albeit in the divine ſcriptures there are many placcs darke,6c 
obſcure, & hard to be vnderſtoode , & ſuch wherein the beſt In- 
Ano. de Terpreters themſelues may erre & be deceaved,yet(as S, Auſtine 
dot, FHaith)all things that belong rofaith & good manners, that isto 
Chriſt.2. fay,to hope and loueare openly delivered & ſette downe in the 
cap-9 fame: andoutoftheſeplaine and open places all neceſſary do- 
Qrines are to be taken,and not out of the doubtfull and obſcure. 
And therfore when the heretike Perilian did alleage Eun 
ODts 
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obſcure places for the confirmatis of his errours,the ſame father 

taketh exceptionsgainſt him after this manner ſaying:theſe places Aug cons. 
are myſticell,ob ſcure,aud fignratroe : but vvee require a manifeſt place til. 
that needeth no Interpreter at all , And ſuch places were allea- ©P-'% 
ged by the Catholike Biſhoppes for the opening and confir= 

ming of all controverſies and doubtes. eAtrende ( faith Iuſtine luf.morrvr 
Martyr) to theſe thinges wohich I ſhal rebearſe out of the ſcriptures, in dialogs 
wubich neede net at all to bre expornded , but onely to bee bearde . © 1 Yph9- 
So Chryſoſtome : Dos theſe ( laith he ) neede any expoſition? are Y 4 
th:y not clearer and manifeſt even to theſe that are very dull t And }.,m 19. 
albeit in Saint Paule there are ſome thinges hard to bee vnder- 2.Pcr 3.16. 
floode , vohich the valearned and wnftable pervert as they doe alſo 

the other ſcriptures to their deFraftion, yet Sant Ambroſe is bold Ambr in 
ro ayorch of him that in moſt thinges hee doth ſo expound ©?.7-"" 
himſelfe, that he vvhich doth deliver and teach his doQtrine {#77 my 
can finde nothing that hee may adde, or if hee yvill needes : 
fay ſomething, be mult rather performe the dutic of a gram« 
marian then of a diſcourſer or diſputer, 

And verely albeit the vnbeleevers and ſuch as are ignorant 

of the divine and heavenly doftrine of the Canonicall Scrip- Stap dof 
tures are atthe firſt mooued ſometimes to embrace the faith princ lib.2, 
of CHRIST by the anRoricy of the Church , and by the cap.:z 
dignity and yvorthines of the Biſhoppes and teachers ; yer Y<ritas dc 
when they are once perſwaded and fetled therem , beeing ——— 
lighrned by the fpirit of iMlumination, and by the light ofthe £5, yaler, 
doQrine it (eife, then ( as Stapleton himſelfe alſo hath taught) Aug coi 
they due not any longer belecue for the voice of the church,bur cp.Furda, 
for the [divine light ir ſelfet they doe not any longer builde wt 
therr faith ypon the voice of the Interpreter bur vpon the 1:;zhr —_— 
ieſelfe of tbe divine dotine , whichis now ſufficiently mani» ©. mbers 
feſt ynto them, being duely vveighed and conſidered with- ofthe 
ont the autority of the Interpreter . When wee beleeve ( ſaith church of 
Auſtine)bemg now made more firong in the fatth , we vnderſland that Criſt is 


not ſerled 


wvhich we beleeve , wot novye men ,but God him{elfe mnwardly [tr evg- ypon the 
thning & hghtning our mind , Aud thus do we teach the people of auttoruy 
6-4, which are already ſerledin the faith of Chniſt, not to ground > _ 
CnNUrcn,or 
mens of the Interpreter buc ypon the tyhe of the divine dedtirine it ſelfe, the udg- 
their 
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their faith vpn'their owne private fancies, nor vpon the private 
opinions ot any other man,or men, be they few or many,nor yer 
ypon any humane interpretations of ſcripture , bur ypon the 
plaine ſentence of GOD himſelte deciding and determining 
what is falihood , and what istruth,that 1, vpon the interpreta» 
tions of holy ſcriptures wiuch are delivered inthe ſcriptures thee 
ſclues,cve vps thoſe plaine & manitelt placestherof, whichare 
in theſcluesſoevidet & cleare,that they (tand inneede of no in» 
terpreceratal:nor yet to frame their liyes according vntothe de 
crees of the thurch, & the ſpecial] rules of ſuch as are touders of a« 
ny private devotios, but according vnto the gencral laws & c6« 
mademets of God hiſelfe.For the wil both our faith & life be ace 
cepiable toGod, when this isthroughly fixed and letied tn our 
harts, & we can truly & ſincerely ſay: Thus dol belceue, & thus 
dol hue, becauſe the Lord himſclte,whoſe fervit 1am, hath c6- 
mided me thus to belecue & thus to live, For thisis not 8 ſuffici« 
ent warrae & ſecurity for vs to ſay:My conſcience iudgeth this or 
that to be good, & therfore it is good;or my colciece wdgeth this 
orthatco be evil, & therefore it is evill & to be avoided:tor then 
ſhould al ſuperſtitious & Idolatrous kindes of ſerving of God be 
good, & Chriſhi5 religio evil, becauſe the coſciences of ali Infidels 
allow of the one & condemnethe other, before the cies of theic 
mind; be lightned & their coſciencesreformed by the holy and 
heave!y rules of our Chriſtia profeſſio, And v:rely not our lelues 
& our own conſciences but God only is our Lord & indge, who 
hath autority ro enatt lawes,& to fer the out ynto vs as _ & 
boiids,the whichif wein any wile traſgreſle,we docemit iniqui- 
ty & ſin. And therfore,albcit the Apoſtle teacheth, that he that 
eateth ofthings lawful ſioneth fin coſcience be doubt whether 
he may doſoor no, yet herem he franeth not, for that he wriſgreſ 
ſeth any law of his own c6ſcience,lfeeing ſhe hath n6e autoruy to 
make any,but for that eicher doubting in colciece whether God 
doth allow of his fa ocno,or elſc being par{waded that he doth 
difallowit,yet he wil necds do the ſame being carried away with 
his own headltrog afte@05,or by rhe ————_ of othe me, For 
heerein he doth tredde vnder footethe autority of God,i& ſerre 
G OD himſclfc aiter a ſorte at naught, inthat hee reſolyerh ; 
: Y 
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do thisor that,albeit he doubterhwhether God doth allowe ir, 
yea albeit he 1s perſwaded that Ged doth diſallow & codemne 
the ſame . Our conſciencethen muſt not be our canon & rule in 
matters belonging tothe ſervice of God, bur God himſelfe in 
his Canonicall ſcriptares,For they arethe onely ſure and infalli- 
ble witneſles ofthe will of God, and our conſciences cannot 
righely bee aſſured of anythinge , that is not delivered in thoſe 
bookes. And therfore ſecing that in what thing ſoever we do,be- 
longing tothe worſhippe & ſervice of God, we mult be aflured- 


ly perlwaded that it pleaſeth God { for what ſoever i done withour Rom, 14.23 


this farth & certain perſuaſios fione)we mult not be ledde there» 
in either by the vacertaine gueſſes of our owne colciences,or by 
the doubtfull conieAures of other men,but only by the warrant 
of the Canonica!l ſcriptures . But the church oft Rome will have 


the deciding of all doubtes and controverſies to be devolved fro Alabaſter. 


the ſcripture to the interpreter,thatis,from the text to the gloſle, 
from God to man,from the maſter to the ſervant, from the wdge 
tothe miniſter(a3if the iudge himſclfe could not ſette downe his 
owne definitiue ſentence,no not in writing,as plainly, fully, and 
fufficicatly,as it can be delivered by the mouth of his meſleger; ) 
and ſhee commaundeth the people toſette their faith ypon the 
decifions ofthe Pope,and vpon the determinations of his coun- 
ſelles,vpon the bookes Apochrypha, & ypon traditions and vn= 
written verities:and to order their lives not according vnto the 
preſcription ofthe law of God alone,but alſoaccording vnto her 
onne ordinances and the rules ofthe founders of her relligious 
orders, Wherefore ſhee , which moſt vniultly accuſeth vs to miſ- 
leadethe people into errour and heref1e, may in truth bee moſt 
wſtly charged cherwith,ſecing the cauſe of hereſie is not the dilir 
gentand humblereſort to theword of God the very fountaine 
and welſpring of all heavenly truth, that by this touchſtone wee 
may trie & diſcerne ſound and currant doAtrine from vnſound & 
counterfeite:but either the vtrer reieuing & forſaking of this ho» 
ly word, or the mingling of our owne fancies and dreames ther 
with or the dotages and inventions of other men, 
For by this meanes hath truth & faith bin baniſhed, & hereſie 
& ldolatry brought in eyea fro = beginning of the world _ 
2 this 
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this day. For howfell Adam and Eue into their Apoſtaſie but by 
forſaking the commaundement of God delivered vatothem by 
the Lords own mouth?And what was the cauſe that al thepoſte« 
rity of Adam,excepting only the family of Abraham, fell by lit= 
tleand Intic intoal Errour 2nd herefie, vntil they came into moſt 


AQ.14.18, groſſe and damnable Idoletry,but(as the Apoſtle teft:fierh) for 


that Tod ſuitfered them all rowalke in ther owne waies? For he 
h:d given his word only to lacob.& his ſtatutes & ordinances to 
Iirael;he had not de:it ſo withany other nation,nenher had the 
heathen knowledge of his Jawes, And amongſt this people of 
Iraell vvhat was the cauſe that the tennetribesat once fell a« 
vvay from God? They fell avvay from{the hone of David be- 
caule of the finnes of Sulomon and by the folly of Rehoboham 
his fonne : but they fell fron: God when they vvorſhipped the 
calues that vvere {et vppe by Ieroboham, vvho made Ifraell ro 
{inne, contrary tothelavy and commaundement of God:they 
forſooke the vyorſhippe of God in Teruſalem ordained and efſta- 

liſhed by the Lordes ovvne vvorde, and (et vppein Dan and 
Bethel] a new kinde of worſhippe of God according vntotheir 
owne inventians, and fo they fell avvay from the living GOD, 
And when thoſe tennetribes for their Idolatries and f:nnes were 
cerriedout of their owne countrey ito captivity by the king of 
Aſhur, & the Samaritanes were placed iu theizroomes, the cauſe 
a!ſ>ot hen Idolatrieswas their tcllcwing of the corrupt cuſtoms 


2.Kin 17.34 cfthcir owne countries,and their refulall ofthe oi dinaunces and 


lawes of God. And what was the cauſe thatthe Iewes theſelues 
alſo,which had the law and the prophets co diretthem; iv al the 
waies of God, did (o often fall away from the ſervice of G2d,and 
dctile thcſe!ues with{:bominable Idolatries, but that they either 
vtterly forſocke the direio ofthe word of God, land folloyyed 
their owne inventions, or the corrupte cultomes of their forefa-» 
thers; or elſe !h:y mingled their owne dreames and the rraditics 
oft!:cir ciders togither with the worſhippe of God deliveredin 
his worde, which ought to hauc bin kept pureand ſincere with» 
out any m:xeure,& without any ſuch hotch-potch & minglem. 
gle.The cauſe of the Idolatrics that ſo much aboiided inthe time 


vd.17.7, v{ihe ludges was,for that rhere was no kivg iv Iſrar/(who was to 3 
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mande the carefull keeping of the law of Gcd ) but every man dd 

that which was good un his owne eres, And what was the caulſcof thole 

outragious 'dolatries in the daiesof the kings, eſpecially 1a the 

daies of Manzſſes and Amon his ſonne, but this that the lavve of *Chro 34, 

| God was ſo negleQed, that the yery auth*tical coppy therot gi- *4+ 

yen by the hand of Moſes himifcjte was loſt?And it we will know 

| alſo what was the cauſe of thoſe damnable Idolatriesthat ſo pre. 

| vailed ia the daies ofthe prophets, we may heare the ſame out of 

| their inouthes,who were the principall attors orat the leaſt the 

: chiefe abetrers therof; The word(lay they torhe prophet Ieremy) 

| which thou haſt ffeken vuto vim the name of the Lord we will ut beare [er 44.16, 
| it of thee, but we will doe what ſorver goeth out of our owne 'month, 4s ts 

tmyae mcenſe tothe O weene of braven, and topowre out our drmbe off» 

rings vn40 her ,as we bane done both we and our Father 5,our king 1 5 our 

Prices mthe cutie of [ndab,andin the ftreetes of lerw/alem : for then 

| baiweplenty of 1tnalt,and were well,andfelt none ell. T heir wiltul 

reicting ofthe word of God, and their obſtinatereſolutionto 

follovye their ovvne {cu{tomes and the practiſe of their foretas» 

| thers, vvas the cauſe of all their abominable [dolatries. 

Neither vyas the vtter reicfting of che woorde of G OD the 

| cauſe of ſomany corruptionsinthe Tewiſh religion , but al/o the 

| mingling cherew'th of their oyvac Inventions and of the tradi» 

tions of their forefathers, For in the Lordes fielde there oughte 

nothing to bee ſowen butthe moſt pure {cede of the worde of 

God : whatſocyer 1s beſide the fame ir is not good corne , but 

cockle and darnell : and they ofthe | ordes farvily are onely to 

be fedde with the holeſome foode of that vyorde which 15 proe 

vided fortheir ſuſtenaunce by their heavenly maſter , whatſoe= 

ver meatethiey take beſide it is corrupre leaven, yea deadly poi» 

fon. Andthercfore both G OD himlſelte did moſtiſharpely res» 

proue the hypocciticall lewes in the time of the Prophete Liay, 

and our Saviour CHRIST the Scribes and Pharifies in bis 

dayes, not forthatthey did veterlierciethe ſervice ot GOD 

preſcribed in his own word, (forit is cleare & maniteſt that they 

did not ſo)but for thit they did corrupt the ſame with the ming» __ 

ng of their owneleaven : &they condemnoethat «orihip tor _ "4: 

raing, whichis preſcribedeither wholy or in part by the PRO ——— 
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and dotines of men, And verily as inthe bodies of men either 
want of good & holeſome food , or therecciving of corrupe and 
bad cither wholy or butin parte,is the caule of niany bodi'y cif 
eaſes:eyen ſocither the want of the holelome tood ofthe worde 
of God,orthe receiving of the corrupt food of humane doftring 
either wholy orin part, doth breed many fins & eorruptios in our 
ſoules,and make them fickeeven to death, Yea this hath bred al 
manner of errours,herefies, and Idolatriesinall ages, and at all 
times. This was the cauſe ot errour vnderthe law and thac amo 
Pia.95.10- the Lords own people. They erredm ther beart; (laicththe Lorde 
himſclfe)becauſe they bane not knowne my waiesr, And why crredthe 
Sadducies at the time of our Saviours appearing in the fleth fo 
Mark.n2.23 groſly and that in thechiefeſt grounds & principles ofthe faith? 
Aug.in pſ2, Tee erro(laith our Saviour vnto them) ner kyownwg the ſcriptures nor 
131. the power of God, This is the cauſe of all evil (laith Aulline) that the 
Cyp.de {argtures are wot bnowne, Hence{(aith Cyprian)proceede erroury , for 
__—_ '" that menreturne uot to the bead,nor ſecke tothe ſpring of irmb,vor keeps 
ChryLhom #5e defirrec of owr beavenly Maſter. The reading of the ſcriptures (laith 
3.dc Laza, Chryſoſtome)s « ſtrong fortreſſe againſt ſinue , andthe ignoraunce of 
them is 4 great dawnefull,and aderpe bell: toknow nothing off he dis 
vine lawes is a great loſſe of ſalyation : this thing hath bred here» 
ſies and brought ina corrupt life,and hath turned al topſie turvy, 
For how canit otherwiſe be, butthat health muſt needes decay 
and ſickneſſe grow,where either holeſome foode is not received 
at all, or clſe is not received alone without the mixture of that 
which is corrupt? And how can it otherwiſe bee but that weedes 
muſt ncedes ſpring vp,where either good ſeed 1s not ſowen at al, 
orelſe not withourthe mixture of cockle and darnell? And how 
can it otherwiſe be but that ſuch muſt needs be miſledde, which 
either will not at all follow thoſe that are vnerring guides,or elſe 
will _ be guided by them alone,but by ſuch alſoas may be de- 
ceived ? 

Wherfore in that the church ofRome doth not only keep the 
greateſt part of the people from the liberty of reading the holie 
{criptures, but alſo doth, mingle withthe pure foode thereofthe 

corrupt leaven of humane do@trines, it cannot otherwiſe be , but 
that ſpiritual ſicknelles muſt grow in herapace, & ghoſtly Ro 
an 
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r and ſtrength greatly decay i And feeing that ſhee ſoweth in the 
1 harts ot the people not the ſincere ſeede ofthe worde of God #« 
- lone,bur allothe darnell of mens inventions, it cinot be but that 
C weedes mult ne« des mount vp and overgrowethe 200d corne. 
: And ſeeing ſhe will haue her followers ledde by bookes Apocri« 
r pha,vnwritten verittes, ordinaunces of the Church, decrees of 
| Popes,canons of Councels,ru!es of Friers,cuſtomes of themulti- 
l tude,traditions of torefathers,and the like,and not by the books 
4 alone of the Canonical! ſcriptures, whoare the only ſure and vn« 
c deceiucable guides:itis no marvaile that thee hath beene ſomi- 
c fledde out ofthe way of truch,& hath wandred in the by-pathes 
o | of hereftes and Idolatries:even as the Idolatrous lewes and Gen. 
? tiles have bin before her,forthat they followed the ſame guides, 
r Yea what cauſe of herefie obſerved and noted by herown chil- 
e dren hath ſhee not embraced,that ſo ſhee mighe defile her ſclfe 
, with all manner of ({pirituall abominations? fro make choice of 
- religion according vntothe darke light of our owne natural rea» 
q fon,and the ſervile liberty of our own free-will, be to follow ſuch 


— 


guides as muſt needs lead intoerrour : ſhee hath taught ber chil- 
drento dothe ſame; Ifrothinke baſely ofthe common duetics 
generally belonging toall chriſtians, and to make choice of ſin+ 
gular and private devotions be the cauſe of hereſie,ſhee hath per. 
f{waded her children thereto; If the overmuch admiring of men, 
andthe addicting of our ſeluesto our particular maſters bee not 
only the beginning of fchiſme,but the cauſe of herefie:ſhee hath 
made her ſe aries and followers not only ſchiſmarikes but al 
heretikes, For vyvhere may we finde more admiring and magnt- 
fying of men,of their ſupreme power & authority,of their greate 
priviledges and prerogatiues, of the holineſle of their rules and 
orders,canons and conſticutions,and of the worthines,perfeh16, 
and merire of their workes,thenisto be found'n the Church of 
Rome? Laſtly if hebe an heretike whichisan other.wife teacher, x1,...:- + 
or an after reacher, and be a ſuperſtitious perſon, that doeth any <p.ad 1 ins. 
thing ſopreffaturi more then is commided, how can the chu ch c.u. 
ofRome befrec from the note of ſuperſtition and hereſie, ſ-e1ng 
ſhee performeth her deyotions otherwiſe then they were ordai- 
ned tobe done by the Apoſilesof Chiift,and molt rgorouſlyer, 

ateth 
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aſteth many duties which were not commanded by them at all, 
and hath coyned inavy after-doQtrines which were not teard of 

in thejr times, For was not the word & the lacraments otherwiſe 
Otherwiſe* delivered vntothe peopie by the Apoſtles of Chrilt , then nowe 
devuuions they are by the church of Rome?Was the word ether publikcly 
readeby them vntothe people in a [trange rongue, or kept trom 
theirowne private readingin a vnknowen language, & they ſent 

tolearne their devotions tio (enceles, dombe and deade images? 

didthey not penne it in a moſt vulgar tongue and aficra moſt 

Luk.1.4 plaine & familiar manner, &thar for the learning & imitruttis of 
Rom. 1544+ the people?Neither wasthe Sacrament ofthe Lordes {upper ors 
dained by them to be miniftred to the people in one kinde, nor 

baptilme with ſuch a number of ceremonies, as it is by the church 
cfRomed:ſguilcd & caſt aftera ſort into anew torme:muchleſle 

was the obſeryation of any outward ceremonie & rite morerige. 

rouſly exaQed by them thenthe precile keeping of Chrilts inl!i« 

tuti6,or vrged ynder the paine of a more gr *vous curſe, Did the 

_ on 4 Apoſtles ordaine the folemne obſerving of1v many teſ{hival daies 
workes ſu.. and eves, or the building of churches in the honour of the ſaints, 
praſtauct orthe running on pilgrimage to offer before then unages, or the 
ſcer times of faſting and abſtiaence,or ſecret cotefſ1on of all ſins1n 

the Prieſts care, or the yow of ſingle life, & voluntary poverty ? 

Francis Dominike and Layole were not borne in their times, nor 

the holy rules made of any of theirrell1gious orders : but all yvill- 

Coll, 3, 23, worſhips were condened by the,which afterward were not only 
allowed,burt alſo preferred before the workes required in the Jaw 

of God. Laſtly the' ſupreme auRority and iurifciion of the 

Biſhop oi Rome was nor ordained by the Apoſtles, neither was 

'he appointed by themto bee a vniverſall Biſhoppe and to haue 
dominion over the whole church , and to bee the vnerring and 

infallible iudge,vnto whom appeale ſhould bee made in all con« 
rroverſies:much lefle was he placed by them aboue all kings 3nd 
Emperors,todepole them & to ſetthem vp at his own pleaſure; 

neither was any ſuch auRority practiſed by S. [Peter himſelte, or 

by bis ſucceſſors longafter him,which yer had moſt skill and beſt 
courage to maintaineall dorine belongingto their moſt Chii- 
ſtian profeſſion:neither didthey approue the bookes A poujynn 
or 
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for Canonica|] ſcripture ,, nor their lawfull ſucceſſors long after 
them alleaged the auctority ofthole bookesto confirme any do- 
Qrine or point of faith:much leſſe preferred they any tr2nſlation 

before the authenticall cext ofthe ſcripemre,as it is now done by 
thechurch ofRome,and iuſhfied openly by her auftoriy in her 

laſt generall councell of Trent, Wherby ſhee hath made jt mani» 

ſcſt ro the whole world, that ſhceis potin forme, pointes qnely, | 
but wholy endaltogither fallen away fromthe wardet GO'D, 

ſecing ſhee refuſeth torecciueit for the foundation of her faith, 

as it waspenned inthe originalles by the ſp:ciall direftion of 
GODS vnerring ſpirit, and admitteth jt onely as it 15expoun- 

ded by hertranſlator, which vvas not therem direted by any 

revelation, norhad any priveledge of not falling into errour. 

And v:relyifit bee a good reaſon againſt vs{ as it hath beene 

ſette forth not long lince by one of her Pamphleters) that the 

vglearned among vs hauc no faith at all but a weere fancie 

becauſe they doe builde it yppon our bare-tranſlations., be- 

ing not able trocxamioe the truth ofthemby the originalles : 

then much more way vvce avouch , that neither the vnlear- 

ned , nor yet the learned them(ſelues among them haue anie 

faith at all, ſceing they all muſt , vvill chey yvill they , ſettle 

their faith vppon the vvoordes and: meaning of their tranſ- 
Nator , albeit hee differ never ſo much from the otiginall , 
V Vherefore to conclude , ſeeing the Church of Rome hath 

embraced all manner of meanes of falling ayvaie from G OD 

and his truth, vyee may bee boulde to affirme that ſhee hath 

revolted and played the Apgſtata, and fo is become not 

oneclic bereticall but allo apoſtaticall , yea that ſhee hath 

brought inthat great apoſtaſy, that was foretolde by the Apo» 

le, 

Thus haſt thou gentle Re:der delivered vnto theethe maine 
foundation of all good workes,& the foure principall motiues ſo 
often vrgedin the divine (cripture to ſtirre vp the faithfull rothe 
right _ approied mannerthatisto be keptinthe due perfore 
ming of all holy ations, And herein thou haſton the one ſide- 
ſerte dovvne the true fountaine of fincere devotion , and of 
all the parts therof, wherin _— the true worſhip & ſervice 

of 
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of God and his fpiritualFand heavenly kingdome:and on the o« 
ther (ide fiot _ cauſes of errour and herefy; bat alfo of ſy. 
perſtition and of all manner of [dolatry-, Nowitremamerh thae 
thoa carefully putin praiſe theſe holy preceprs and ſanftified 
rules, whechou art moued tothe performice of any good worke, 
and tharihouſtre vp the gift of God inthee'by thele or the like 
holy teditations/thusreafoning with thy felfeand ſaving This 
good worke God himlelfe in his holy word commanderh meto 
performe;ynto whoſe will | owe all obedience, for that it is holy, 
pure,& perfe(t,8& grarefull and acceptable to himſelfe; & alſofor 
thatit ivhis will vato who lam ten thoaſand times bod ro yeeld 
al dutiful fubmiſſis & obedience both inreſpe@ofhis ſoveraigne 
auRority,that he only hath to rule over my conſcience & ſoule, 
& alſoinregard of his infinite bleſſings, which he ofhis owne'vn« 
ſpeakeable goodnesin Chriſt hath molt freely & fully beſtowed 
vpon me. And yerely onr 6bedience performed tothe vvill of 
God inthele reſpeQes 3a fweeteincenſe and # moſt acceprable' 
ſacrifice toGod,; wherwith we after a ſort gratifie God and grieve 
the Devill, & are avan heaven to all holy Angels;atid a very hell 
vnto al vncleane ſpirits.So hkewiſe when we are temptedtoany 
wicked worke, weemuſt thas reaſon with our {clues and {3y:this 
worke oaght in gowile to be done by me,no not the leaſt LYeſrre 
to-accompliſh the fame ought onceto haucany entrance into 
my hatt;,beeauſc it is contrary to the holy, pure, & perfet will of 
God; & agreeable yntotheimpure will ofthe Devill:becaule ir is 
moſt offenſiue & grievots to God , & mol! gratefull & accepra« 
ble vato the Devili:becauſeit'is a great diſhonourtohim; ro who 
all honour is double due,bothin reſpe& of his ſorcraigne auto» 
rity over me,and af{oin ogeed of his manifoltde mrercics collated 
vpon me:and it is a great honour ynto that moſt crucil and infa« 
mous tyrant the Devil, who preſſethvpon me thereby torake 
me captive,tothe vtter deſtruionboth of my body and foule, 
Weare debters (as ſaiththe Apoltle )yea very greardebters , & 
as #reat as great may be,but not to the fleſh, norro our ſelnes,nor 
to the devil-( ynlesit be that we owe to theſe al miner of evils & 
miſeries whatſoeyer) bur we arc debtters toGod, & that for the 
Idae ofa thouſand tatents,& for the gift often thouſand more: 8 
iS yet 


Rom, 8, 132. 
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yet if we haue bur a ſincere deſire to diſcharge this our debt, our 
moſt gracious creditour will not onely (traitwaies forgiue it all, 
bur allo wil giue vneovsten thouſand timesmore, Yeatheſin- 
cere defireof being obedient to the will of God ypon the former 
reſpeAts, and the true careaccordingasGod hathenabled vsin 
ſome meaſure todiſchargethis our debt is a very great metcy & 
a very gracious fayour,wherby we are more and more endebrted 
vnato him. And verely this is al the diſcharge of our debt that hee 
requireth at our hands,that we willingly 3 gladly acknowledge 
him of wh6 we hauexeceived all, & that we ſo highly efteeme of 
tus giftes, and preſume of his good will,that we are {til deſirous to 
beendebtred vnato him more & more, & by al relligious hearing, 
reading,and meditating vpon his holy and ſacred word, & by all 
fervent and devout prater beercontinually begging and craving 
for more, and after a ſort extorting it out of his handes . For his 
defireisnotto be benifited by vs, but thatwe ſhould ſtill more 
and more bec benefited by him : and hee vvould have ys to 
acknowledge his loue, and to grovveimto a ſtedfaſt aſſurance 
therof,that therby we might be more effeQually ſtirred vp tore» 
joyce in his goodnes, & to bethanktul vnto him for his manifold 
mercies:eſpecially he would haue ys moſt midfully ro record that 
en bleſſing of our redemption wrought by Chriſt, & 
his ineſtimable loue made manifeſt therin, that therby our hearts 
wight be renewed & our afteions{Iftified, dying toour ſelues, 
&living to God, & employing our {clues toevery good worke. 
And hereofit is that the ſpirit of God eſpecially in the bookes of 
the new teſtament doth ſo often make mention of Chriſt, and of 
ourredemption wrought by him,and of hus great loue manifeſted 
therein , as being the matter and ſubieR of thoſe bookes : 2 
talt vyhereof I yvill give voto thee in ſome ſentences of one 
ofthoſc bookes penned by Saint Iohn, as they be pointed vn+ 
to by that learned preacher ofthe vvord M*. Robert Rolloc in 
his commentaries ypon the ſame booke. 

Nomes bath ſeeus God at any time: the onely begotten ſorne of God 

©vhe i; in the boſome of the father, bee hath revealed bm. lob,1.ts. 

The Philoſophers im all ages have moſt painfully ſearched 

akter truch in their Phyſikey , 2” Ra: and =- 
| 2 r 
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reſt,.Butthe knowledge cf the Father inthe Soiine doth only 
deſeruc the name ott:uch .. Forto whar purvoſe 15 1; cocome 
prehendin miade heaven and earth and ail oth:e; binges,if a 
ſiancr doth not knowe God in Chrat the red-emer ? That is, 
vniefle he feele God favourable vnto him, 2nd for g.ving him 
all his ſlunes io Chrilt , which ply doeth pacifiethie troubled 
conſciencc,hee can hauec little true comfort m all his knovye. 
ledge ofall other chings,beit never (ogreat,3nd [mul courage 
tocomeyatoGod,and toreſtin him, and fororake hold of c« 
verlaſting bleſlednes. Therefore our S2vi2ur hiurvleife , after 
that he had ſaid, xomnn knrrerh the {aiber but the ſonne,aud beets 
whom the ſonze baih revealed him Math. 11.2 8.immedately ad+ 
deth: Come vuto mee allyee that arewearie and keavy laden , and [ 
will refreſpyou, V Vhereby heefign:heth, that God beingre= 
vealedin Chriſt, there doeth folloyye peace of conference 
and vnſpeakcabic ioy inallthote that doecalt their finnes yp» 
on him, 
Thenexte ane Joby fleede, and two of his diſciples, and betel. 
ding eſis woalking bee ſaide © beholartbat lambeo(GO D.lohn x. 
Chap. yerle 36, As loha oftentimes gaue witnefſero Chriſt, 
ſoit is-no lefle neceſſatic at this time that the ſacr.fice and death 
of Chriſt be repeated aud reiterated againe and againe , For 3s 
the Iewes were ignoraunt that Chriſtthelambe of God ſheulde 
bce offered vppe in (acrifice, ſovvee after a fort have forgotten 
that hee hath beene ſacrificed, and hath already ſuffered for our 
finnes. For vvhar meanethele fignes which ſo eyery where a+ 
bound, adulteries, murders, rapines, faciledges, even ſo ma» 
py finnes of all ſortes, vvhat, fayI, doethey meane bur char 
wee have forgotten that our Saviour Chriſt hath ſuffered for vs? 
For if it did come into our miades that vyee vvereonce boughte 
with ſo greare a price, vvoulde vveeſq (cli ourſelues ; and be» 
comecaptiues toſo manye finances? If vvee did remember thar 
vvee vvere waſhed with the molt precious blood of CHRIST, 
yvoulde vvceagaine {odefile our {clues vyith the filthy mire of 
this vncleane vvorlde {. After that Saiar Peter had commended 
vatothe faithtull certaine neceſſary vertues, 2. Peter 1, 9. Hee 
that bath wot theſa ( lajeth hee } « blmde avdfecth nothing 4 farverd, 
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bat hath forgotten thar hee v4.4 purged from. bu olde fianes , For 1:t 
al! bee fure of this, that who edomes, murders, andthe like, to 
them that make prote(ſion ofthe faith of Chriſt are not therefore 
linnez onely, fortharthey are contrary to the lawe of God, bur 
eſpecially for that they are after aſorre committed 1n a mocka, e 
of rh: bloode of Chriit, and doe proceede fromthe forgettul+ 
neſle of hi; death. The whichtfit hee fo, then vve'muil held 
thisfora lure thing, that wee ought notto be grieved fo mech 
for that we h1+uc broken the commandemear of God, as for that 
wee haue forgotten that wee were redeemed by the blonde of 
Chriſt, and haue contemned the great price of our moſt glotnous 
redemption, V Vherefore that wee may be brought the ſooger 
rorepentaunce, and to acknowledgethe greatneſle of our fFinne 
yve muſt all our whole life be buſied about this, that we may vn-« 
deritande hovve great 15 that price of our redemption, and that 
vve may ſoworthyly cltceme of the blood of the new teltamFe 
28 we outhe ro do. 
Ir followeth in the nexte verſe. «And the rwo diſciples heard 
hin. ſo peaking , and they followwed leſs, Loh. 1. 37. That 
ceſti:nony which Toha the Baptiſt gaue of Chriſt that he 
was the lambe of God, before two of his diſcip!es,cauſerh 
them to cometa Chriſt and to follow him, Whereby wee 
learne how effteRaaall is the preaching of Chriſt, yea how 
powertui!1s one worde orrwo concerning Chriſt and his 
croſle , to alter and change the very hearces of mea, Ve- 
rily there 1s no other ſpeech whereby a ſtony bart may be 
madceileſh , and an vafaithfull man may bemadetaith» 
full, Sperke as much as thou liſte of the moſt famous 
fates of all the Kinges and Emperours that ever haue 
bene and of their goodly vertues and great glory, thelc 
things may de]1ght the minds of men,burthey wil nor re» 
neyvithem. But ſpeake thou cf the man crucihed, a thing 
16 thevy baſe and foohſh,this yvord of the croſle,which 15 
foolithncsro them that periſh,is the wiſdom &.power of 
God totherhat are ſaved.Nay that we may lee paſſe theſe 
profane perfons with their deedes,teach againe & againe 


the very law of God,evEthis /aw 4 weakby reaſon of the fleſp, Rem,8,z. 
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But that which the law cannot, the worde of the croſle can, 
Now what is the cauſe of this great efficacie? The Lord which 
is the matter and ſubie ofthis word is a ſpirit, which 1s able 
to ſet our harts at hiberty:in ſo much that it they be once fixed 
ypon him,the vaile of corruption, which before did fo cleaue 
ynto vs,wil ſoone be taken awzy:and if we do duely looke in« 
ro that glory of his, which doth ſhine in the goſpel as in a glaſle 
we ſhall bechanged intothe ſameimage from glory to glory 
as by the ſpirit of God, 
Before Philly called thee [ ſaw thee, when thou waſt vnder the figge tree 
Teb.1.48. The more any one doth ſcarch into the vnſcarchable 
riches of Chriſt,and the greater revelation hee hath ofthe ſame, 
the more is his faith and loue alſo encrealed, and che'more vn« 
ſpeakeable and glorious is his ioy. 1.p.1.8, Wherefore this ought 
to be our continuall labour day and night,* by praier and by rea« 
ding and meditating vpon the ſcriptures toſecke afterthe miſte. 
ry of Chriſt , that ſoatthe lengththere may be opened vnto vs 
he treaſures of all knowledge and vnderſtanding that are hid in 
him,and ſoal other things may be vnto vs as traſh jn compariſon 
of that ineſtimable ens aq Ir is ſtrange to ſee how the Apoſtle 
that looked moſt into that excellent miſtery,could never ſatisfie 
himſelfe in ſetting forth and amplifying the greatneſle thereof, 
God({aith he) which « rich is mercy of bu great lone wherwih he loved 
vs.Eph. 2.4. Hath given vnto vs ſo werthy « Saviour, in whom are hid 
all the treaſures of wiſedome and knowledge.Coll. 2.3, Haxe care there» 
fore(ſaith he Jeber yee may be able to comprebend what are the richer of 
the glory of bis mberitance in the Saints.Eph.1.18.,He ſaw much,and 
bcleeved much,and magnified much this great miſtery. 
Veriy very I ſay unto you, from hence fortbyee ſhall ſee the heavens 
o9pen,aud tbe e Angels of God aſcending and deſcending pom the ſons 
of man .loh.1.5 1. The opening of the miſteries of faithengen« 
dreth faith, and cherevealing of Chrift maketh a Chriltian, 
Speaketo men of heaven,and of everlaſting life,and ofal mi- 
ner of bleſſings both bodily and ghoſtly, and yer they cannot 
belecue vatill they ſee Chriſt, by whom and for whom are all 
theſe things, For if we be throughly touched with the ſenſe of 
finne,and ofrhe wrath of God moſtiuſtly proyoked to puniſh 
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vs forthe ſame, wee muſt firſt finde him that hath ſatiſfied the 


wullice of God for our finnes, before wee can hope for eterna!l + 
life, Yeaifl donot beholde Chriſt and have him preſent be« 
fore the cies of my minds, it 1s ſo far of that I ſhould ſee heave 
and heavenly glory,that I ſhall feele nothing bur cerrours and 
feares,and extreame anguiſh and bitrernes of foule, But when 
Chriſt doth once ſhine vntome, then 15 there ſure hope of c« 
ternall life, They then that defire to bee partakers of all man= 
ner of hleſfings,and robe aſſured of life everlaſting,mult ſeek 
Chriſt, and ſer him before their cies, and behold him true God 
and true man,who died fortherr fins, and role againe for their 
juſhfication:and thence will iſſue and proceede a ful truſt and 
confidence of obtaining'al ſuch benefites & bleſſings, which 
he hath thereby purchaſed for them, 
That which « borne of the fleſh i fleſh, aud that which «s borne of the ſpi« 
rite 6 ſpirite. loh, 3. 6. The only preſence of Chriſt by faith isthe 
mez ns wherby the ſpirit workerh our regeneration. Now Chriſts 
preſcce is imperfe&tly appreheded in thu life by faith , bur perte- 
Aly by ſightin the fe ctocome, And hereof itis that our regene- 
ratio, which is but imperfeRinthis life,ſhalbe moſt perfeRin the 
lifeto come,Thi we krowe(faith $, Tohn)ther when {brit deerh ap- 
peare we (ball bee be bin for wee ſhall ſee bim at hee 9.1. loh. 3.2. Yea 
that preſence of Chriſt thalbe fo glorious and fo effetuall in vs, 
that it !hall 77 a»)forme even owr vile body, and make 1t lhe to hu plorious 
bedy, Phil. 3, 21.For we mult know that the preſence of Chriſt 18 
not like the preſence of earthly princes,'the which if thou b:hol- 
deft a thouſand times,thon ſhalt be made thereby never a whit 
the more gloriou3 : but if thou once truely beholde the glorious 
preſence of Chriſt, thou (halt ſtrairwaies bee changed and cranſ= 
formed into the ſame. 
At Moſes lift vp the braſen ſerpent m the wildernes, fo mu? the (on 
of man be lifred wp, that whoſrrver beleeveth in bim ſhrulde not periſh 
but bane bfe everlaſting. oh. 3.14. As'they which beheld the bra« 
ſen ſerpit were healed ofthe fling of the fiery ſerperts, which 
otherwile could not bee cured: Sothe beholding of Chriſtlif. 
ted vp vppon the crofle doth cur vs ofthe moſt deadly Ning 
of the ſpirituall ſerpent the Devill , Ie may ſceme ſtrange thac 
the 


loh.6.51, 


loh. 7.37. 
loh.10.9., 
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the beholding of a deade man ſhould have ſuch vertue & effi« 
Cacy as to give life tothe behoulders:& yer {vir is, for that this 
dead body1s a quickning ſprit,and the word of his crofle 15sthe 
power of God toſalvation to all that beleeue . And indeede 
you cannot duelythinke vpon this ſhamefull & 1gnominious 
crofſe,but that yee ſhall bemoved thereby tocallro mind the 
molt glorious and admirable loue of God , who to loved the 
world that he gaue his only begotten ſonne, that whoſoever 
belcevethin hum ſhould not periſh but have I:fe everlaſting, 
Now if God loue vs, & be on our fide,whocan be againit vs? 
if he hath confirmed his Joue towards vs, in that he ſpared nor 
hs only begotten ſonne,but gaue him for vs all, how may wee 
be moſt fally aſſured that he will with hit giue vs al things at» 
ſo? Herehy (ſaith $. lohn)baxe we percrrved love ,mm that bee layed 
downe bu bfe {or v1.1. Toh. 3.16.50 S. Paule: Herein (laithhee} 
Chrift ſeterh ont his love towards 4 ,thet while we were [mvers, & 
therefore not worthy of the leaſt mercie, hee dred for p1,aind lo 
ſhewed vs the greateſt mercy, Rom. 3.8. | 
If thou kneweſt the gift of God, andwhoit us that ſaith unto thee give 
Pee drivhe thou wouldeſt bave agked of him ard be would haxe grven wn« 
totbee the water of life. Foh.q-10.In teaching the ignorit we muſt 
Labour cſpecially co worke m them a thirſt of the water of ifezthe 
lweernes wherotif we had once taſted, a! other thigs would grow 
out oftaf} with vs,and we would after a ſort thirſt only after this 
water, This water of life then aboue al other things isto be made 
knowen tothe people of God, & the vertue therot is continually 
ro be ſette forth,ſecing it.is not condemned, bur whereit is vn» 
knowen, And hereof it 15 that Chriſt humſelfehis ſpirit bis ſpouſe 
and all his fairhfull members beſtow ſo much labour in pointing, 
rothis full fountaine of the water of life, and in commending the 
vertues therof, / «wm the living bread(la\th our Saviour Chriſt ) rh48 
came dowve from heaven: bee that eateth of this bread ſpall line ſor ever. 
And againe: {f any man thirſt ter bi: come 10 me 4nd drinke:be that be- 
leeveth in me ( 44 ſarth the Striptare ) owt of bus belly ſhall flows rrvers of 
water of life, And againe:/ an the dere, if any mas exter by mee, he 
foal be ſaved, and gre in and ont and fivde paſar Ang againe:/am the 
Ve, yes are the branches : every brawach that beareth fruite in we my 
[15 
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'#eflimony of Ieſua is the Fpurite of propheſie , that is, is a ſure marke of 1915-39. 


-muall exerciſe of the ſpouſe of Chriſt and all her legitimate chil- 
dren butro hanc their cies faſt bene ypon Chriſt , & their mouth 
continually open in his praiſe? The whol booke of the Canticles 


the molt pure waters of this AD ————— are but 
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father purgeth, that it may beare more fruite, And againe:[ an the 
wer,the truth aud the bſe:no wan commeth to the fatber but by me . By 
all which figuratiue ſpeeches one and the ſclfelame thing is ſette 
forth vnto vs:even that Chriſt is the doore, wherby we have en» 
trancetoGod,in the enioying of whole fovour & preſence can« 
ſiſterhlifetthac he is the way to the cxleftiall Leruſale where true 
life is tobe enioyedin the greateſt perfeion: that he1s the true 
propiciatory ſacrifice, wherby the wrath of God is throughly pa. 
cified,all other m reſpe thereot beeing either meere |hadowees 
or falſe counterfeites:that he is the bread, water, meat and foode 
of life whereby life is not onely bredde ax the firſt , bur alſo till 
maintained and preſerved for ever, Likewiſe our Saviour teſt fi. 
eth ofthe ſpirit of God, that be ſball reſtsfic of bixs , and ball recerve 1,1, ., 15, 
of bus, & fhall glerificbrm,by giving teſtumony vnto the holines of lok.16. : 4. 
is doQrin, & yntothe dignity of hisdeath:& the Angel ſetteth 
downethbe ſame as a furenote of the ſpirit of arrue Prophet: The Apoc.19.10, 


loh.z4.4 


the ſpirit of prophecy. Yea what is the ſcope and end of all the 
—_ .bur to give teſtimony vnto Chrilt ? What is the conti. 


is principally ſpentein the extolling ofthe excellencies of the 
bridegrome by his louing ſpouſe, vader diverſe ſemblances and 
fmilitudes. And wherein eſpecially laboured Iohn the Bapciſt 

the friend ofthe bridegrome bur ip preparing the peoples hartes 
toembrace Chriſt? Bebawlde rhe Lambe of God (laizh he) that taketh 9Þ-129) 
av49 the rover of the wwerld: I t optife vwih water ynio repentance:bus —_ 
there i owe among you,whe albeit be came after mee ,yet bee was before 

wee whoſe ſboe-latcbet | ems onwor thy to vnlosſe; be ſpall baptiſe vuuh 

vhe boly Ghoſf end with fire. And againe: He woſt encreaſe but 1 muſt (ch.4.30, 
decreaſe. Laſtly what did all the Apoſilesteach? They preached 
Tefus,and in him and by him the refurretion ofthe dead, and all 

ether benefites and blefſiages whatſoever :they preached Teſus 
tobethe Lord,andthemfelues the ſervants of all men for Ieſus 

fake, And verely al other waters are but droffe & duree,in reſpeR 


maſh, 
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| rraſh,in compatiſon ofthis ineſtimable and invaluable treaſurer 


and all other dainty diſhes are bur as che {crappes of a beggars 
budgerr in reſpe& of the moſtſweere ang comfortable both ralt 
and yertue of this heavenly Mannah and bread of life:the feeding 
ypon any thing elſe, tomake the belt of 1:,is bur the Tuglers feaſt, 
the onely rrue fealting is by feeding on Chriſt , The children of 
the Romiſh Synagogue howſoever they prerend that they care 
Chriſt reaily,yer they haue never 1nadeed fedde vpon hum truly 
for then they ſhould have had by him health, ftreagth,and life !o 
fufficiently,;that they would never have tedde vpon maſles and 
pardons,and ypon their owne or other mens merites for the fure 
ther procuring of eycrlaſting life. Bur if theſe me wil by no means 


bee perlwaded to come togeather with ytoteede ovely yppon 


loli6, 55. 


lok.12,32, 


'Chrilt the bread of life at the Lordstable;letthems feed (till arte 
devils board ypon that deadly poiſon winch is ſerte before therty 
by that venemous ſerpent, But let vs feed vpoa Chrilisfor bee fleſb 
is meate in dre1e,andbis blood ts drivhe macene : His paticnce is the 
only price wherby ovur foules are fully ranſomed, &'his righteous 
nes the onely roabes whereby onr nakednes is wholy covered, & 
wherby we are preſented moſt perfeRly,pure,rghreoug, & hole 
even before the tribunal ſeat of the Lords mſtice, Hisdeath is on 
ly ableto kill fiance in vs,4nd his reſurreRtion is onely of forceto 
raiſe vs vp conewnes of hfe, T hey tharbeing moved by otherrea. 
ſos ſeeme to abſtain frs fin, & to work rig hteounes, dothe ſame 
bur ontwardly in ſhew,and riotin trurch,Ouly the ſpire of Chriſt, 
that ſo greatly ſanRified his death, and ſo 19ghicly wrought his 
reſurreion, being received by the due etbaced med. 
tation , and by the rel1gtous embracing of his death and refurree 
Qion 15 able to deſtroy fin indeed, and to rate vs vpto vennes 
of life:itis only of (ufficient mighrto withſtand Satan and all the 
powers ofthe kingdome of darknes,and to worke mvsfanh,avd 
toue,and all the refidue of the fruits of the ſpirite. Andi by this 
meanes we are turned toGod, then are we rndeed trulycouvers 
ted;for Chrift is the only loadſtone that hath tufhcient vertuc at 
traſtiue to draw vpto himſelfe ourharts of yron, And ifby this 
meanes finne beflaine,and the lite ofrighteouines be wroughze 


 lavscthen have we part in Chriſts death and (cllowſhipia bu xe- 


wischon. 
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ſarreftion:but if by any other meanes ſinne be put to flight, itis 
but in ſhew and not in truth:it is but a retire made by Satan,that 
he may draw vs turther and furtherinto his ſnares. 

Thus haue I, Gentle Reader,according vato the direRtion of 
my skilfull guide ſet downe ſoinetew places of the firlt Chapters 
ot the goſpell of $. Ioho, wherein this foude of our loules is come 
mended yato vs, There be many other alf>obſerved by the lame 
author vpon the ſame book, bur theſe may tuffice to teach thoſe 
that are the Lordes (tewardes what manner of foode they oughe 
eſpecially ro ſet before the reſidue of the Lords fanuly , & what 
they alſo ought principally to feede vpon , if that they defireto 
hauethcir ſpirituall health and firengch cocreaſed,and to be fur- 
therand further enabledto dothe Lords worke , Nowtt rewai- 


.neththat both in our publike & private praters we molt inſtant» 
ly beſeech the Lorde both with the woman of Samaria ſaying: 
Lord giue me of this water that 1 may not thirſt: and with che Jowes: lob 4-19. 
Lord gine v1 evermore this bread: Lord make this heavenly foode 19 #:3+ 


totaltc better and better yato vs, that we may more and more 
hunger afterthe ſame, and haſten our paſſage more readily and 
ſwifcly vato that great and glorious banquertting houſe, where we 
ſhall feede thereypon eyentothefull, The which the Lorde for 
his owne mercies fake graunte vnto vs, Now voto this our moſt 
gracious and glorious Lord and God the Father, rhe Sonne; and 
the holy Ghoſt be rendred all honour and glory,praiſe and pows 
er,macity aud might for eyer more, Amen, 
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Leave cur(&)in the preface f,r.l.8.read converſation for converſion,f,g.v.3% 
In the principa) vices of the eremuſe put in(my)v.22.in the treatiſe it ſelte read 
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